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Libyan agents to face 
charges of spying, murder 




CAIRO (AP) — Amid a flood of revela- 
lions reminiscent of Ihe fictional spy 
James Bond, Egypt said Wednesday it was 
considering charges of espionage, conspi- 
racy (o murder and international bribery 
against Tour Libyan agents involved in an 
abortive plot lo assassinate a former Li- 
byan Prime Minister. 

The leading state- owned newspaper Al 
Ah ram ran an account by the commander 
of a four- man security unit showing that 
the Libyan agents, two Britons and two 
Maltese, went ahead with their mission 
to kill Abdel- Hamid Bakoush although at 
least three of them knew their Egyptian 
helpers were policemen. 

The state- run Middle East News Agency 
and alt Cairo newspapers carried what 
they described as a hand- written confes- 
sion by Anthony William Gill, a 4 8 -year- 
old British businessman said to be leader 
of the Libyan group, detailing his contacts 
with Libya and leading up Lo his Cairo ass- 
ignment to kill Bakoush, 

"I was beginning to feel I was James 
Bond, Gill was quoted as saying in his 
statement after admitting he had helped to 
smuggle out of Britain a Libyan under in- 
vestigation for a dr.ug offence." 

Chief state prosecutor Ragaa El-Araby 
told the Associated Press his department 
was continuing to interrogate the Libyan 
agents and was considering charging them 
with communications with a foreign coun- 
try, conspiracy to murder and inter- 
national bribery. He declined to predict 
when an official charge sheet would be 
issued. 

In Egyptian legal parlance, communica- 
tion with a foreign country is tantamount 
to espionage. 

Gill was arrested on Saturday aloag with 
fellow Briton Godfrey Philip Shiner, 47, 
and Maltese nationals Romeo Nicholasia- 
karabari and Edgar Bonic Cacia as they 
prepared to leave the country after being 
tricked into believing Lheir Egyptian colla- 
borators had slain Bakoush. 

Al Ahram quoted the commander of the 
police team, who was not named Tor se- 
curity reasons, as saying he told Ihe Mal- 
tese members of the hit squad when they 
arrived in Cairo in late October Lhat he 
knew of their plan lo kill Bakoush but was 
ready to co-operato with them for 
1 50,000 dollars. 

The police officer said his group was 
backed by a highly placed intelligence of- 
ficer who would help carry out the plan 


and would get the lions share of the price. 

The terrorist (Gill) was abounded but he 
became assured that it would be possible 
to carry out the operation quickly and that 
1 ‘ we ( Egyptians) would facilitate his exit 
from Egypt quickly afterward,” the of- 
ficer said. 

Gill subsequently sent for Shiner who 
brought some of the money promised the 
Egyptian team, he said. 

The Egyptian policemen then staged a 
sham abduction of Bakoush in the Cairo 
-suburb of Heliopolis as he was driving at 
night. The two Britons watched from a 
distance in a car. The Egyptians took Ba- 
koush lo a house in a deserted area, and 
took pictures of him feigning a bloody 
death from bullet wounds. 

The Egyptian unit commander said (he 
Libyan agents were allowed only a quink 
glance at the body and were also shown 
the pictures which were than sent to (he 
Libyan embassy in Malta. 

The 46 -year- old Bakoush, a sworn 
enemy or Libyan leader Moammar Qad- 
hafi has been a political refugee in Cairo 
sinco 1977. 

The official Libyan radio, in a gloating 
announcement last Friday, said Bakoush 
had been executed. But Bakoush. who was 
prime minister under the Monarchy Qad- 
hafi overthrew in 1969, appeared at a 
news conference with Egypt's Interior 
(Police) Minister Ahmed Rushdi on Satur- 
day. 

According to Gill's alleged confession, 
his contacts with Libya began in 1983 and 
he was motivated by financial sain be- 
cause his textile and spare parts business 
in Britain was failing. His success in spi- 
riting Libyan national Mohamed Shibly 
out of Britain encouraged him to accept 
further missions for Libya in quest of 
money and business contracts, he said. 

"I thought I could do everything lhat 
was asked,” he said. 

I was given the picture, name and ad- 
dress of someone in Egypt and orders to 
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eliminate him,” he said in an apparent 
reference to Bakoush. “I was not told 
who he was, and did not know how to do 
this kind of job.” 

The Egyptians said confessions by the 
Libyan hit team showed Libya was ploiting 
to assassinate several world statesmen, 
including leaders of West Germany, Bri- 
tain, France, Saudi Arabia and other Arab 
slates. 


SANTA MARIA, MEXICO (AP) — IDENTIFYING THE DEAD — Relatives slut 
looking at bodies at makeshift morgue in a Mexico City suburb Tuesday, searchlai 
for loved ones killed in one of the country's worst disasters (AP Laserpholo) 


Japanese Foreign Minister 
meets Mubarak 

CAIRO (AP) — Japanese foreign minister Shlntaro Abe conferred Wednesday nil) 
president Hosnl Mubarak. 

Abe arrived In Cairo Tuesday on a two- day visit, the last leg of an Africa tour tbii 
took him earlier to Zambia and Ethiopia. 

Abe and Egyptian planning minister Kamal El-Ganzoury Tuesday night signed u 
agreement under which Japan pledged S27 million as a grant for construction of ai 
Opera house In Cairo. 

Japanese embassy officials said another agreement concerning a Japanese soft Imi 
of about $53 million to Egypt for construction of a power plant, originally scheduled 
for a signature during Abe’s visit, will be signed In the near future. They gana 
reason for the delay. 

The stale-run Middle East News Agency quoted Abe as saying Mubarak had briefed 
him or Libyan leader Col • Moainmar Qudliafy's various assassination plans rectify 
uncovered. 

Egypt said on Saturday Its security authorities had foiled an attempt by Ltbjn 
agents to assassinate former Libyan premier and Qadlinfl foe Abdel- llamid Bakoush. 
a political exile In Cairo since 1977. 

Egyptaln officials said confessions made by four arrested agents, two Britons asd 
two Maltese, showed Libya was plotting to assassinate leaders from West Germinyi 
France, Britain aud several Arab countries Including Saudi Arabia. 

The agency quoted Abe as saying Mubarak’s briefing was most interesting, l,|d 
to me It was like seeing one of the films of (fictional spy) James Bond.” 

Abe also said International terrors was a serious threat lo world peace and stability 
and countries should co-operate to confront It, according to the agency. 


GCC plans collective defence plan 


KUWAIT I AP) — Foreign Minister of the 
six-nation Gulf Co-operation Council held 
a secret session here Wednesday, devoted 
mainly lo collective military defence ar- 
rangements and means of fending off the 
hazards of the Iraq- Iran war. 

The ministers were paving the way for 
the fifth GCC summit, scheduled for 27 
November in Kuwait. 

Conference sources said the ministers 
were touching up a joint defence strategy 
laid down by the GCC defence ministers 
during their meeting in Abha, Saudi Ara- 
bia, last September. 

The proposed strategy calls for a Joint 
high command, unified air defence and 
naval patrol systems and outlines co- 
ordinated policies on arms purchases and 
ground troop deployments by the member 
countries. 

Born in May 1981, the GCC groups 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the United Arab 
Emirates, Bahrain, Qatar and Oman in a' 
regional economic integration and collec- 
tive defence pact. 

It was prompted mainiy by conditions of 
disunity among the Arab League member 
states, the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan 
and the advent of Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini in revolutionary Iran. 

The GCC countries, which double as 
members of the Arab League, have said 
they fear a Soviet menace creeping closer 
to their doorsteps with the invasion of Af- 
ghanistan. The Iranian ‘ Islamic regime 
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also has been viewed as a threat, with 
Khomeini often threatening to export his 
revolutionary ideals to the GCC countries. 

The outbreak of the Iraq-lran war in 
September. 1980 and the subsequent 
threat to oil tanker navigation through 
Gulf sea lanes impelled the GCC countries 
to substantially Increase (heir arms pur- 
chases and demise collective defence blue- 
prints. 

Saudi Arabia, the Middle East oil giant 
and the leading GCC power, has acquired 
sizable air defence weapons from the Un- 
ited States and was shopping for anti- 
aircraft missile systems and multi- role 
tornado combat planes from Britain. 

Kuwait has failed to buy anti-aircraft 
stinger missiles from the United States, 
turning to the Soviet Union for $327 mill- 
ion worth of military hardware. 

In addition, the GCC countries have 
earmarked more than $1,8 billion to beef 
up military defence capabilities In Bahrain 
and Oman. ■ 

The foreign ministers have underscored 
the objective of the, military strategy as 
strictly defensive and not in any way 
aimed against any power in particular. 

Arab diplomatic sources said that one 
option being deliberated by the foreign 
minister was to define A shipping corridor 
close to the; Gulf western coastline, where 
Joint GCC navy units would conduct regu^ 
lar patrol missions. 


The corridor, they said, would be 
protected by coast guns and regular recon- 
naissance flights by the air forces of the 
GCC states. 

The so-called tanker war, an offshoot 
of the 50- month- old Iraq-lran conflict, 
has so fat crippled more than 50 Arab and 


India’s opposition parties 
fail in unity talks 


( AP) — India’s fragmented 
opposition failed Wednesday to work out a 
common strategy to challenge Prime Min- 
ister Rajiv Gandhi’s governing congress 
Uons D nC ** mon ** 1 * 5 parliamentary elec- 

Talks for opposition unity that began 
Tuesday broke off after two hours, 

vf°/ n EL , . I I5 on ^ leader to shorten his slay in 
New Delhi and fly back to Southern India. 

Although lime was running out, opposi- 
te lea S er ® WBre expected to continue 
their unity efforts before nominations for 
the elections end on 27 Nov. 

Menaka Gandhi, the new prime minls- 
® strange , d sister-in-law, meanwhile 
filed her nomination Wednesday to chall- 
enge him from his constituency in Nor- 
thern incaa.*'.' 

r Th f L1 28-yearrold widow of Sanjay 
Gandhi, who was killed in a stunt plane 
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PNC ends today 


By San' a AIuI 

Star Staff Writer 

iUMAN — Members of the Palestine 
National Council (PNC) were holding a 
feting late Wednesday which was likely 
uTconlinue until early hours or Thursday. 
However, late Wednesday night the coun- 
cil has decided to meet again on Thursday 
morning when the Tinal communique will 
be released. 

The Star has learned that the following 
members have been elected to the PLO's 
Executive Committee: Chairman Yesscr 
Arafat. Mr Farouq Qaddoumi. Mr Mah- 
moud Abbas. Mr Muhammed Abbas. Mr 
Yasser Abed Rabuh. Mr Jamal Sourani. 
Dr Hana Nasser, Mr Juweid Al Gousein. 
Mr Abdul Razaq Al Yahya, Mr Fahed Al 
(jawasmi, Mr Abdul Rahim Al Ahmad. 
Three seats have been left vacant to be 
filled by the PFLP, General Command and 
Hie Sa'qa. 

In a statement to The Star the PLO 
Oiairman said that the PLO supports the 
idea of holding a UN- sponsored confer- 
ence lo be attended by the two superpow- 


other oil tankers and bulk tankers. 

Most of these shipping victims «b 
struck within a 50- mile radius deciiw 
an exclusion zone by Iraq nesf J r * 
Kharg Island oil terminal. The aim. 
cording lo official Iraqi statements, 
to stifle Iranian economy by blocww 
oil exports. 


crash in 1980, will oppose Ra J‘. uoir 
in the Amethi constituency . «j fl ( 
Pradesh state, which accounts i - 
the 515 seats being contested 2 
ber, 27 and 2 8 for the LokSabha, 
Lower House of Parliament. 

The Prime Minister’s party, .y R Q f |* 
a two-thirds majority in the 
lions, is expected to capitalize w ‘ ^ 
of sympathy generated by the i i 
assination of his mother. s n iheii 
Opposition leaders began taix ^ 
dian capital ■ Tuesday on fj* 
gie candidates in- each consul 
avoid a split in opposition vote • ^ 

The meeting, called by NT 
Chief Minister of southern <jj S p# 
Pradesh state, failed to rsol 
over the number of seats ea ^{V..y l Ja 

party should contest. espec]^y , fgl y 

populous Hindi belt of N° rther lcorn e : d 
usually determines the ou 
national elections. 
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ers and be based on the Fez summit reso- 
lutions. He said (hat the Democratic All- 
iance has participated through Ihe popular 
and national organizations. 

Early Wednesday the PLO chairman 
withdrew his resignation upon the popular 
demand of the PNC members and ad- 
dressed the council saying lhat the hold- 
ing of the council in Amman is a victory 
for the Palestinian legitimacy. He said 
that he was intending to submit his resig- 
nation from the early beginning on Thurs- 
day but ”my colleagues insisted that I 
drop it in the presence of His Majesty 
King Hussein.” 

Mr Arafat said that the I 19 unattending 
members were prevented from coming to 
the PNC sessions through threats and 
compulsory residence. “They were told 
that (heir families will be hurl or their 
passports confiscated and you all know 
what passports mean to the Palestini- 
ans.” Observers believe that the final 
communique by the PNC will stress on the 
special relations the Jordanians and Pales- 
tinians share and on the need lo work out 
all possibilities lo save the occupied lands 


Jordan sponsors resolutions 


NEW YORK (Star) — Jordan Is one of 
nine sponsors of three draft resolutions In- 
troduced Into the General Assembly’s 
Middle East debate Wednesday calling for 
Ike sevcrencc of diplomatic relations with 
Israel and a boycott of buying from or sup- 
pling weapons and war equipment to Is- 
riel. 

The resolutions, which arc expected to 
beaded upon later this week, also call for 
i suspension of ccouoinic and technologi- 
cal assistance to Israel mid a breaking off 
of trade and cultural rclutious. 

The resolutions declare "null and 
told” Israel’s action In Imposing Its laws 
»nd administration In the Holy City of 
Jerusalem, hold such decisions Illegal and 
deplore the transfer by some slates of 
Inelr diplomatic mission' to occupied Jer- 
o salem. 

The sponsors reaffirm “that the ques- 
° r Palestine Is the core’’ of the 
Audeast conflict “and that no comprehen- 
‘ lve » J us f and lasting peace In the region 


will be achieved without the full exercise 
by the Palestinian people of their inalien- 
able national rights and the Immedlatc.un- 
condltional and total withdrawal of Israel 
from all the Palestinian and other occu- 
pied Arab territories.” 

One of the resolutions expresses the be- 
lief that the Arab peace plan adopted una- 
nimously at (he I 2th Arab summit held at 
Fez, Morocco, Is "an Important contribu- 
tion towards the achievement of a com- 
prehensive, just and lasting pence In the 
Middle East." 

it also reaffirms the call for an Inter- 
national peace conference on the Midcast 
proposed in the Geneva Declaration on 
Palestine adopted on 7 September 1983 by 
the International Conference on the Ques- 
tion of Palestine held under United 
Nations auspices. 

In addition to Jordan, sponsors of the 
draft resolutions arc: Bangladesh, Cuba, 
India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Paklstau, 
Vietnam and Yugoslavia. 


Mubarak: Egypt taking border 
precautions, not massing troops 

CAIRO (AP) _ President Hosnl Mubarak said Wednesday Egypt was taklng prersu- 
lonury measures along its border with Libya but denied that Its was massing troops 
inm following the latest crisis In bilateral relations. 

In remarks to reporters, Mubarak reiterated Egypt had no Intention of attacking 
Ub y» and said he was not afraid of alleged Libyan threats to his person. 

Mubarak spoke after receiving the credentials of Jordanian a “ b ;?s® d ° r fl 
Hamm* my, the first envoy sent to Cairo after his country resumed diplomatic reia 
“ons with Egypt on 25 September following a five-year rupture. 

Asked about Libyan claims that Egypt was massing troops along the common i border 
Preparatory to an attack? “i think Libya can say whatever It wan s to 

Se’bSrderf n ° lnlent ' on of attack,nB * We dId not add any m ° rC troops (bI 8 
w « are very cautious and taking our measures In case of any Incident which 
■ay take place at any time and that’s all," he added. 

f 9 e 5 7 L, hyait Prime Minister Abdel- Hamid Bakoush, a political refugee in Cairo 

TrlJlfii E *W a ns said they tricked Libya Into believing that ^koush had been slain. 

• P°h radio announced the supposed assassination on 1 6 November. 

I EWan officials said they arrested four alleged Libyan 

ltc , s ®' “"t to Egypt to kill Bakoush, who appeared at a news co 
I . lr0|0n I? November. u . 

?“ rCeS ln Ca,ro sa,d l° T y eS iVlAliS* th * WeStefn 

• aL !bya had been put on alert since the Bakoush incident. 

-Mubarak did not disclose what precautionary measures Egypt bad taken, 

Presumably referring to the alert among other possible, steps. - — 


and the people under occupation. It is ex- 
pected that the PNC will laud Jordan's 
role and King Hussein's services for the 
Palestinian cause. But it is also believed 
lhat the PNC will not give a definite an- 
swer on King Hussein’s proposals last 
Thursday and will open the door for conti- 
nued discussions on how the two sides 
could work together. The PLO has 
rejected and will continue to reject the UN 
Security Council Resolution 242 and will 
continue lo regard Ihe Fez resolutions as 
the only acceptable framework for peace 
with Israel. I 

GCC leaders i 
discuss pact’s 
defence 

KUWAIT < AIM — King Fahd or Saudi Ara- 
bia and his five partners in tho 
Gulf Arab alliance held secret talks here 
Wednesday on a collective military 
strategy for the defence of the oil- rich re- 
gion against spillovers from the Iraq-lran | 
war. 

Conference sources said the leaders 
were discussing means of bringing their 
armed forces under a unified high com- 
mand and creating a two- brigade rapid de- 
ployment force to be stationed in Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. 

Attending the three-day summit confer- 
ence which began Tuesday were King 
Fahd, Sultan Qaboos of Oman, and Sheiks 
Zayed Bin Sultan Al-Nahyan of the UAE, 

Isa Bin Salman Al Klialira of Bahrain. 
Khalifa Bin Hamad Al-Thani of Qatar, 
and their host Jaber Al- Ahmed Al-Sabah 
of Kuwait. 

They make up the Gulf Co-operation 
Council (GCC) a regional grouping de- 
signed to pursue economic integration and 
combined defence. 

The six leaders have been reliably re- 
ported to be in agreement on boosting fin- 
ancial assistance to beef up defence capa- 
bilities in Bahrain and Oman, the compa- 
ratively poorer members of the alliance. 

The two countries have been receiving a 
tolnl of $350 million annually, as part of 
a 1.8-billion dollar subsidy approved by 
the GCC summit in Bahrain two years 
ago. 

Arab and Western analysis here noted 
that Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, the two 
GCC countries geographically closest to 
the Iraq-lran bat lief ronl. have been im- 
porting warplanes, missiles and other mi- 
litary hardware from the United States, 
Britain, France and other Western Eu- 
ropean countries, the Soviet Union and 
Brazil lo overcome their evident vulner- 
ability to the hazards of the 50 -month- old 
Gulf war. 

Students 
demonstrate in 
Gaza University 

GAZA CITY, Occupied Gaza Strip ( AP) — 
Students at the Islamic University in the 
occupied Gaza Strip shouted slogans in 
favour of Palestinian leader Yasser Ara- 
fat and burned an Israeli flag Wednesday, 
witnesses said. 

The demonstration was conducted amid 
a campaign Tor student elections due to 
take place Thursday and also coincides 
with the Palestine National Council ( PNC) 
meeting in Amman. 

A Palestinian journalist said witnesses 
told him Israeli troops surrounded the un- 
iversity but withdrew when the students 
decided lo end the protest and go home. 

Military sources in Tel Aviv said there 
was a gathering of students which broke 
up without the intervention of Israels 
troops. 
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AbuNidal group 
suspected of 
Bombay killing 

By Lcn Rockingham 
Slur l-ondon Correspondent 

LONDON — The British authorities 
are taking seriously the claim by a 
group calling Itself the Revolutionary 
Organization of Socialist Muslims that 
it assassinated the British Deputy High 
Commissioner in Bombay on Tuesday. 

The group was last heard of In March 
when it claimed responsibility fnr the 
killing of a senior British Council offi- 
cial In Alliens. It Is believed to be Iden- 
tical or, at least, closely linked to the 
Damascus- based Palestinian faction of 
Abu Nldal. 

Responsibility for Tuesday's killing 
was claimed In a telephone call made In 
Arabic to news agencies lu Paris and 
London. The man, who said he was 
calling from Bucharest, said thal a 
death sentence had been carried out on 
the deputy high commissioner, Mr 
Percy Norris, because the British gov- 
ernment had not heeded previous warn- 
ings "to stop their aggressive attacks 
and to stop torturing the Mujahedin 
fighters". This Is thought to be a ref- 
erence to the imprisonment of three 
Arabs in London last year for the at- 
tempted murder of the Israel) ambassa- 
dor, Shlomo Argov, in 1982 — an at- 
tack which was used as the pretext fur 
the Israeli Invasion of Southern Leba- 
non. 

Abu Nldal, which Is the nom de 
guerre of Sabrl Al-Baunn, a Jnffaborn 
schoolteacher, has been waging a mur- 
derous campnlgn against moderate 
Arab opinion since the mid- seventies. 
In one year alone, 1978, his group 
claimed responsibility for tlic deaths of 
the PLO representatives In London, 
Paris and Kuwait and two years ago 
murdered Mr Issam Sartawl, probably 
the most outspoken moderate official 
of the PLO. The killing of Mr Ken 
Will tty In March coincided with the vi- 
sit of Queen Elizabeth to Jordan and 
Abu Nldal’ s group also claimed respon- 
sibility for bomb explosions In ^Am- 
man Just before the visit. Diplomatic 
sources In London do not rule out the 
fact that Mr Norris’s murder in Bom- 
bay was timed to coincide with the 
Palestine National Council Meeting In 
Amman. 
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Jordan 150 fils 


Saudi AraW* J) Qatar 3 rival* 


l At 3 dirhams 


Kuwait & Bahrain 250 fils 


Syria & Lebanon 3 pounds 
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Rent i\ Car 


Under The Patronage Of The Director General 
of the Department of Culture and Arts 

6 6 Philadelphia Cine- Theatre’ ’ 
was inaugurated yesterday. 

Commencing today, we invite you to experience the most ex- 
quisite and outstanding Cine-Theatre in the Middle East. 

PHILADELPHIA: - Designed by twelve International Architects. 

PHILADELPHIA:- Expenditure amounted to more titan One Million Jordanian Dinars. 

PHILADELPHIA:- Fully equipped with the most advanced and latest audio visual techn- 
ology the world could offer. 

PHILADELPHIA: - Two years of hardwork has resulted In an establishment that tops all 
International Cinema houses. 

Just like cinemas in New York, Paris, Rome & London, now in Amman, we provide the 
most recent and new coining attractions. 

Seikaly Brothers & Company, together with the Jordanian /Lebanese Company proudly an- 
nounces it’s first attraction 





Special scats designed for 
comfort and relaxation. 
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Luxurious atmosphere with, 
beautiful crystal chandeliers. 


Special shows Extra shows . 1 st show 

For children every Every Fridays 2nd” 

Fridays and Sundays and Sundays at 10.30 am 3rd” 

at 12.30 4 tb ” 
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• A SEMINAR was helTonl^ 

day on Textual approach t om 

erature ’ at the literature 
man and Social Sciences nl!! 
Drs Khaled SullemaS Om r 
Al-As ad and Abdul Fatah N«f? 
participated. The seminar ill. 
attended by staff and studeni 

;.*«r.n wlo " ed b >' ■ « 

• A PAINTINGS exhibition w., 
opened on Monday by University 
President Dr Adnan Badran at >U 
H u son Young Women Assocli- 

ft?- JcVT ks of Miss Rawd. 

Abu Al Sha‘ r were on show and 
the 65 paintings represented 
scenes from Arabian nature and 
f I ° 1 ,kl “ r *- The exhibit will Usl un- 
til Friday 30 November. 

• “THE POLITICIZED oil tn d 
the oil policy locally and In the 
Arab world’ ’ was the title of Mr 
Fahed al Fanek’s lecture, which 
took place In Al Farabi’s build- 
ing in university campus. Mr Al 
Fanek was Invited by the Semi- 
nars and Lectures Committee of 
the university. The lecture was 
attended by students, staff and 
the general public. 

• THE DIRECTOR of the Jour- 
nalism and Information Dcpi, Dr 
Mazcn Arraouti received a letter 
of thanks from Her Majesty 
Queen Noor expressing her grati- 
tude for Dr Arraouti’ s efforts In 
making this year's Jerash Fes- 
tival a successful one. 

• THE JOURNALISM and Infor- 
mation Dept, of the University Is 
studying the prospects of esta- 
blishing a cinema club on campus 
similar to Amman's Cine Club. 
The department Is showing its 
first film next Monday as part of 
the club's first activities. 

• THE PRESIDENT of the univ- 
ersity Dr Adnan Badran has de- 
cided to form a committee to 
study the possibilities of request- 
ing assistance from the Inter- 
national Atomic Agency (1AA) to 
provide advice and equipment to 
the university. The committee In- 
clude Dr Adnan Daqourl, Motifs 
Abu Rje’ , Mahmlud Kofahl, Khl- 
tara Khasaouncb, Zlad Qdah and 
Abdul Rahman Tamlrai. 

• LAST SUNDAY November 25, 
the dean of the Students’ Affairs 
Department met with the board- 
ing section students In an open 
meeting to explain the universi- 
ty’ s educational and social phi- 
losophy. 
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CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 

ESTABLISHMENT 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding. 
International moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 


Aganra all ovar tha world 
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Throw Away 


Your Expensive 
Clothes. ... 2 
Bring them to us iu 
Excellent conditions 
and we will sell them 
for you. 

Also up - to - date fa- 
shlons are available at 
Incredible prices call 
668501 
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Details of new budget 

• THE GOVERNMENT is ex- 
acted to refer the budget law 
Sroject to parliament for discus- 
sion In the coming few days. 

Informed sources say that Jor- 
(j, n has achieved acceptable 
•rowth rates in 1984, where lo- 
cal production has recorded an 
increase of over JD 1 00 million 
compared on 1983. The sources 
added that foreign loans to Jor- 
dan had exceeded JD 700 mill- 
ion. 

Some development projects are 
expected to yield financial reven- 
ues during next year including 
ibe big industrial companies and 
Telecommunications Corp. , 
reaching JD 30 million. 

The strategy of next year’s 
budget, the sources explained, is 
centred on the reinforcement of 
the army, backing up “our peo- 
ple In the occupied territories, 
honouring our financial obliga- 
tions, implementation of pro- 
jects listed in the last year of the 
five-year development plan, and 
the Implementation of several 
development projects.*' 

The budget will also centre on 
agriculture, now that a fund has 
teen set up to subsidize agricul- 
tural production. This fund will 
be partially financed by revenues 
from foreign cigarettes sold in 
Jordan, The government is pay- 
ing over JD 50 for each tonne of 
wheat as a subsidy to farmers. 
The budget will also centre on 
backing up local Industries, up- 
dating legislation of encouraging 
Investment, and guiding savings 
of Jordanians working abroad for 
investment in Jordan. 

The budget is expected to ex- 
ceed JD 800 million with public 
corporations’ budgets exceed- 
ing JD 500 million. 

The Star can confirm that the 
salaries of civil servants will 
wive an Increase of about JD 
1 , 15. P er month. Subsidy on 
Mi will be reduced from JD 42 
10 million only. 
Jre difference will bo used to 
finance the increase of salaries 

* civil servants. 

The coming budget includes 
Mnirol of expenditures and im- 

eduieg 10111 00 ^ ec tton proc- 

The Star can also confirm that 
^ government will carry on 
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— OIL 

Jack Anderson 

— THE HANDBOOK OF 
TENNIS 

Paul Douglas 

— THE CHANGING SCENES 
OF LIFE 

Sir John Glubb 

— THE PALESTINIANS 
Jonathan Dlmblcby 

— THE COMPLETE GUIDE 
TO PHOTOGRAPHY (TECH 
& MATE) 

— SEARCH FOR PEACE 
Hassan Bln Talal 

— FAHER EL NISSA ZEID 

— PISTOLS OF THE WORLD 
Ian V. Hogg & John Weaks 

— MILITARY SMALL ARMS 
Ian V. Hogg & John Weaks 

— GUN DIGEST 
Ken Werner 
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IRBID DISTRICT ELECTRICITY CO. LTD. 

THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 
OVERSEAS DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION JORDAN/U.K. LOAN 

The Irbid District Electricity Company Ltd. (IDECO) invites tenders from firms offering 
goods and services from the United Kingdom or Jordan for the project described 
below: 

IRBID ELECTRIFICATION DEVELOPMENT STAGE II 

The project is divided into urban and rural contracts: 

IRBID URBAN CONTRACT NO. 25110/01 

Design, manufacture, shipment and erection of a 33/KV substation comprising 
2x20MVA transformers, 11KV switchgear and ancillary equipment, together with the 
necessary building works, approximately 2km of 33KV cable and 20km of 1 1 KV cable, 
ring mains and 16X11.4KV package substation units rated at 630KVA. 

The contract will require complete supply and erection of all the above equipment on a 
turnkey basis. 

Bids to be submitted at IDECO offices at 12:00 noon on Tuesday 26th Feb., 1985. 

Tender Document Price: Jordanian Dinars 100 or £200 Sterling in U.K. 
IRBID RURAL CONTRACT NO. 25110/02 

Materials are required CIF Aqaba for 25 rural villages comprising 25 HV/LV village 
substations and 5 water pump stations, 75km of 33KV overhead line and 175km of 
0.4KV line and 1300 house connections, namely: 

Pole mounted 33/0.4KV transformers, feeder pillars, high voltage fuses, steelwork, 
Insulators, cables rated at 1000V, kwh meters, MCBs etc. Counterweights for overhead 
jlnes. 

Bids to be submitted at IDECO offices at 12:00 nooni on Tuesday 29th Jan., 1986. 

Tender Document Price: Jordanian Dinars 75 or £150 Sterling In U.K. 

Tender documents are available by application in writing to Irbid District Electricity 
Company Ltd., P.O. Box 46, Irbid, The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, accompanied by. 
a cheque for the appropriate JD amount, OR from Preece Cardew & Rider Ltd., Preece 
House 91-1 03 Davigdor Road, Brighton BN3 IRE, Sussex GB., Consulting engineer's to 
Irbid District Electricity Company Ltd., on payment of the sterling amounts, plus cost of 
carriage These sums are not refundable. The application must include the appropriate 
contract number and project title. For U.K. applications a separate advice should also 
besant to PCR Limited In Brighton marked forthe attention of the Project Manager ref. 

T^.r^cuments will consist of three volumes, two of which are to be submitted to 
IDECO off ice In Irbid by the date and time to be stated in the covering letter according to 

t*nd#r documents. 

Flxad price contracts are required .and tenders must be accompanied by a Bid Bond as 
specified in the documents, valid for four months. 
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Jordan 

King offers framework for joint action for peace 


jordan 


Symposium studies children’s rights and problems 


By Star Staff Writers 

AMMAN — His Majesty King Hussein 
called for a joint Jordanian- Palestinian 
initiative based on the principle of land 
for peace, lo be launched by Jordan and 
the PLO (o "liberate the land and (lie peo- 
ple," Thursday when he opened the I 7th 
session of the Palestine National Council 
(PNC). 

The King's proposal was based on the 
UN Security Council resolution 242 to be 
applied in a UN- sponsored peace confer- 
ence to be attended by all parties conc- 
erned lo the conflict, on lop of which the 
PLO and by the Security Council's five 
permanent memburs. His Majesty said 
that Jordan will not speak on behalf of the 
Palestinians and yet it wilt do anything 
else to help liberate the land and restore 
the rights. "The decision is yours,'* King 
Hussein said, ns he made his proposal. 
He said if (he PNC decided not to accept 
the Jordanian offer and work indepen- 
dently then Jordan will support the deci- 
sion and will do its best loback the PLO. 

The King said in his opening speech 
that "enough lime has been wasted on 
disagreement, conflict and discrimina- 
tion." He reviewed the history of the 
Palestinian- Jordanian relationship and 
the various stages that the Palestinian 
cause has passed through from 1950 Lo 
1 982. 

The King SBid that “the international 
position at large is one that percieves Lhnt 
possibility of restoring the occupied terri- 
tories through a Jordanian- Palestinian 
formula, which requires commitments 
from both our parties in considered by the 
world as necessary for the achievement of 
a just, balanced and peaceful settle- 
ment." 

On the otherhand, PLO Chairman Mr 
Yasser Arafat told more than 3300 PNC 
members, guests and delegations that 
“the Palestinian people will not accept 
anywhere but Palestine for their home- 
land and will fight along with the Jorda- 
nian people to abort Israeli schemes to 
create a substitute homeland in Jordan." 

He said that the convening of the PNC 
in Amman is seen as an indication of the 
continuation of the "Palestinian revolu- 
tion" and the failure or the Israel- 
American plans of disregarding Pales- 
tinian people and their cause from the po- 
litical scene in the Middle East. 

He said that the PNC meeting reflects 
among a number of things that democracy 
exists in the Palestinian revolution and 
that the legitimate Palestinian institutions 
should be the only framework for settling 
differences of views. 

■ The King’s call and proposals were ser- 
iously studied and discussed in all PNC 
sessions. Mr Khalil Al Wazir (Abu 
Jihad), Deputy Commander of PLO forces 
said the PLO welcomed the joint Palesti- 
nian- Jordanian moves and joint Arab ac- 
tion. However. Mr Al Wazir said that the 
PLO stance from UN resolution- 242 is 



His Majesty King Hussein: New proposals 

clear and has not changed, as it does not 
measure up to the legitimate rights of the 
Palestinians since it refers to the Pales- 
tinians as refugees and denies them the 
right of statehood. 

Also Mr Salah Khalaf ( Abu lyad) senior 
member of the Central Committee of 
Fateh movement said "the PLO agrees in 
principle with the concept of joint 
Jordanian - Palestinian moves." He said 
such an initiative should not be far from 
the Fez Arab summit resolutions. 

Mr Al Wazir said that King Hussein's 
will be referred lo the new PLO 


executive Committee, which was expect- 
d to be elected on Wednesday. Official! 
said that the PLO does not feel that It 


should reply at this stage to the King's 
proposals since “there is nothing con- 
crete offered by any parly." 

Jordan's Minister of Information said 
on Monday that the King did not propose a 
mere initiative but rather a plan of action 
in general terms. 

On last Friday the PNC elected Sheik 
Abdul .Hamid Saeb as PNC's new speaker 
replacing the Damascus based Mr K haled 
Al Fahoum In who was accused of violat- 
ing the PNC statuLe by refusing to con- 
vene the Council. 

The Social and Higher Education Af- 
fairs Committee presented a list of its re- 
commendations to the Council on Tues- 
day. The Council took decisions to sup- 
port institutions that take care of martyrs* 
Families and prisoners of war in and out- 
side the occupied territories. The Council 
will offer also scholarships for excelling 


United Press Photo 

Palestinian students and will work on to 
improve conditions in Palestinian refugee 
camps in South Lebanon. The committee 
in charge of Palestinian affairs in Leba- 
non called for intensifying Arab and 
International efforts for improving condi- 
tions of Palestinians in Lebanon as well as 
protecting them. The committee also 
called for United Nations’ and inter- 
national efforts to free detainees at Ansar 
Camp in Lebanon. 

The Peoples’ Organizations Committee 
recommended that contacts for reinforc- 
ing relations with various Palestinian or- 
ganisations be made by PLO’s organisa- 
tion department. 

The Committee in charge of the occu- 
pied territories discussed means of sup- 
porting Arab people In the occupied terri- 
tories and the Arab agricultural projects 
there. 

Last Saturday. Mr Farouk Al Qaddoumi 
head of the PLO Political Department 
presented the political report at the PLO 
Executive Committee before the PNC. He 
said the convening of the PNC in Amman 
rorms a ‘new starting point in Jordanian- 
Paleslinlan relations.” The report ana- 
lysed Palestinian-Syrian relations. It said 
that “the major point of difference be- 
tween the PLO and Syrian leadership is 
the Syrian intentions to contain the Pales- 
tinian decision.” Syria, on the otherhand 
by destroying the Palestinian resistance 
movement, aims al imposing American- 
sponsored capitulatory settlements in the 
ar ° a - According to the political report 
which_ also pointed out that Fateh is the 
back bone of the Palestinian movement 


f 

and its destruction means l he de struct*, 
of the Palestinian resistance movement 

The report on the expressed desire ib 
normalize relations with Syria, since it «l 
a national duly stemming from the strut.? 
gle against Israel, provided that the Pli* 
keeps its independence. 

Also the report called on the PNC to fa. 
cuss the two issues: ralations with Egypt 
and last year's visit of Mr Arafal to Cairo 

A strong Palestinian support was obvi- 
ous on the return of Egypt to the Arab 
fold and on two basis, the report point out 
first, assist Egypt to disconnect it«|| ^ 
from the Camp David accords with Ural ‘ 
while the other is lo work jointly for a un- 
ited Arab stand lo achieve their objective 
The restoration of relations with Egypt i] 
among factors of dispute between Faith 
and other PLO factions. Furthermore, the 
report outlined that PLO has no hopes for 
n peaceful settlement under the new Am- 
erican administration and Israeli coalitios 
govenrmenl. 

The report supported the idea of con- 
vening an international peace conference 
in which nil parties will participate includ- 
ing the Soviet Union, United Stales and 
the PLO as the sole legitimate represents- 
live of the Palestinian people. 

Attending the conference besides, 
members of various factions were dele- 
gates from Iraq, Guinea, Lebanon. Yugo- 
slavia. Spain , India, Portugal, Cyprus, 
Zimbabwe, Zambia, Tanzania, France, 
Britain. Poland, East Germany, the Ita- 
lian Communist and Socialist parties as 
well as participants from the Arab Lawy- 
ers Union and Ihe National government of 
Syria. 

The Jordanian delegation headed by 
Prime Minister, Ahmad Obeidat included. 
Speaker of the Upper House of Parlia 
ment, Ahmad A I Lawzi and Speaker of the 
Lower House. Akef Al Fayez. 

The opening session was attended by 
abouL 3,500 people. About 500 journal- 
ists representing almost ail inlernationiJ 
news agencies, TV networks and new- 
spapers were in Amman lo cover this his- 
torical even!. 

The Financial report was presented to 
the PNC by Dr Hanna Nasir, ® 

the Palestinian National Fund (PNF). The 
list of revenues and expenditures for toe 
year 1983-84 indicates an imbalance be- 
tween revenues and expenditures, thereby 
showing a JD 1 2 million deficit. The FW 
resources are from liberation tax and w 
financial support received from Ar® 
countries. The collections towards libera- 
tion tax reached JD 7.5 million, 
which was collected from the Palestinians 
working in the Gulf countries. 

. Abu Dhabi and Qatar. However, W 
money raised in Libya during the pm* 
years has not been included In the rnr 
revenues. Moreover, the ooalnWjJ 
from the Gulf states are declining m V18W 
of the current economic recession. 


By Kathy Kaklsh 

Star Starf Writer 

auMAN — HoW much has been 
achieved in implementing the 
Sits of children and to what ex- 
ini are children being abused 
Worldwide? Although such ques- 
tions are loo wide to tackle 
3n the span or a three-day 
gathering, participants of the 
trttArnaiional Symposium on the 
Kion of Children (ISPC) 
held in Amman, felt it belter to 
focus their discussions on four 
Lsues only: Street children, chil- 
dren and armed conflicts, the 
interstate displacement of chil- 
dren in addition to the draft Con- 
vention on the Rights of the 
Child- 

Concluded on Monday 26 
November at the King Hussein 
Medical Centre, the symposium 
ns organized jointly by the 
Geneva- based Independent Cotn- 
mluion on International Huma- 
nitarian Issues (ICIHI), and 
Radda Barnon, Swedish Save the 
Children Organization. Some 60 
participants and observers from 
ICIHI, Radda Barnen and other 
Doo-goveromental organizations 
concerned with the welfare, 
rights and problems of children, 
gathered to pinpoint the means 
ud ways to curb the problems 
children face in the four issues 
u well as to enhance their 
rights. 

"These are burning issues, 
which were felt to be best dis- 
cussed by what has been de- 
scribed as ‘the lobby of the pow- 
erless', or the non-governmental 
organizations and bodies, such 
ttlClHI,^ His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan told The 
- Star during the opening day of 
tbe symposium. Prince Hassan, 
1QKI co-chairman,, along with 
Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan, had 
wggested the convening of such 
. nymposlum. 

"Children have no voice and 
consequently, W c are trying to 
voice their questions of concern 
wd to bring the burning issues to 
lie mind or the general public 
wd of policymakers.” the 
frown Prince said. 

"The last question we are dls- 
wwlng, of course, is- the draft 
[Jtyntlon on the Rights of the 
frdlfl, and at that sense we are 
myolved in a medium- termed le- 
Ulork, which we hope will be 
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one of the key issues to be repre- 
sented by ICIHI in Us final re- 
port in 1986,” he said. 

Apart from forming an integral 
part of ICIHI's final report to be 
issued in 1986, the conclusions 
of the symposium will not only 
contribute to the work on the 
draft Convention on the Rights 
of the Child, but will also sensi- 
tize public opinion on issues re- 
lating to the protection of chil- 
dren. 

Two topics were dealt with 
each day as participants formed 
two working groups. 

Approximately 35 participants 
went into the psychological and 
physical ramifications inflicted 
upon children caught in the mid- 
dle of the elders' armed con- 
flicts. In a speech delivered at 
the opening session, by Prince 
Sadruddin Aga Khan, ICIHI 
co-chairman, said that since 
World War It, there have been 
54 state and 73 civil armed con- 
flicts. with increasingly devas- 
tating effects on civilians. "Ac- 
cording to one estimate, civi- 
lians comprised five per cent of 
World War I casualties, 50 per 
cent in World War II, 80-90 per 
cent in the Vietnam War, and in 
the on-going Lebanese conflict 
97 per cent,” he said. Children, 
naturally, are primary victims. 

But what about children who 
fall victim to acts deliberately 
carried out against them and 
what about those who are encou- 
raged and even forced to take 
part in hostilities? These are but 
some of the questions the work- 
ing group sought solutions for. 

This particular working group 
was careful in showing any wish- 
ful optimism where curbing war 
effects on children was concern- 
ed as the Idea of "the child as 
soldier" possibly might become 
the reflection of our lime. It is 
expected that by the year 2000, 
half or the world’s population 
will be under the age of 25, with 
a good 70 per cent in developing 
countries. The population in- 
crease will not be balanced with 
job. . income, and education 
growths, thus encouraging, if 
not becoming a direct cause for 
conflicts. 

To turn the youth — the 
adults of the future — to the way 
of peace can only be achieved by 
uprooting the present world or- 
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der, illuminating issues of pov- 
erty and attempting to create a 
balance between resources and 
population- This can prove to be 
quite impossible, the work group 
report said. 

The working group recommen- 
dations suggest that ICIHI should 
seek to build a new consensus 
against war itself, with Ihe 
backup coming from strong re- 
ligious and political philosophies 
to ensure the steering of public 
opinion. The need to investigate 
into the reasons behind non- 
compliance with international 
humanitarian law and to include 
the teaching of such duties 
within training programmes for 
armed forces and agencies in- 
volved in national defence and 
civil protection, are other 
aspects required. The working 
group also recommended that 
ICIHI should promote action- 
oriented research lo assist field- 
workers in developing the most 
effective on- the- spot program- 
mes to meet the needs of chil- 
dren involved in war. 

Also stressed was the role of 
the media which plays an Impor- 
tant and influential role where 
armed conflicts are concerned, 
and thus should change its way 
through which wars are re- 
ported. Rather than the ster- 
eotyped reporting of which side 
is winning and which has lost 
more equipment and men. jour- 
nalists should steer their report- 
ing to those who are suffering 
and are subject to extreme huma- 
nitarian abuse. 

Interstate displacement of 
children was another issue the 
symposium participants saw the 
need to discuss. Yet, It regains 


quite impossible lo estimate the 
alarming number of children 
who — for various reasons in- 
cluding adoption schemes, "sale 
and trafficking", exploitation of 
labour and abduction by parent 
fTom their com- 
munities and families lo be sent 
lo a foreign country against their 
will. 

The working group agreed lo 
focus on the sale and traffic of 
children, the negative aspects 
and abuse of international adop- 
tion as two major forms of inter- 
state children displacement. 

Yet the concept of the 
sale traffic of children has not 
been fully explored since “the 
absence of Information is one of 
the major obstacles in dealing 
with such an issue.*' 

It was due to the lack of such 
concrete data that the working 
group was incapable of setting 
other than general recommenda- 
tions with the hope that they 
could lead to the documentation 
of proper information and sur- 
veys, and thus, gel to the heart 
of the problem. 

Contrary to this particular 
working group, the one dealing 
with the issue of street children 
•Jid have abundant information 
concerning the problem, causes 
and attempted solutions for the 
estimated 80 million street chil- 
dren worldwide, out of which 
some 70 million are scattered in 
underdeveloped countries. 

Poverty, unplanned urban 
growth, migration from rural to 
urban areas in addition to aban- 
donment, broken families and 
exploitation top the list of causes 
behind the growing number of 


children and young people who 
arc living on their own on the 
fringes of urban socieLy. 

The 35 member group focused 
on the ways and means to tackle 
this problem. 

The group stressed the impor- 
tance of learning from the exper- 
iences and lessons from projects 
presently going on internation- 
ally for curbing (his problem. It 
also feels that the issue of street 
children should by all means be 
included in programmes for the 
upcoming International Year of 
the Youth in 1985 and the Inter- 
national Year of Shelter for the 
Homeless in 1987. 

Basing Us conclusions on the 
documented material available, 
the group believes that attention 
should be paid to the needs of 
children, the strengthening of 
their identity, the insertion of 
flexible education programmes 
for self-confidence building in 
addition to programmes set to 
bring about changes in attitudes 
regarding family practices that 
negatively affect the family 
structure. 

As the future Convention on 
the Rights of the Child will con- 
stitute a vital step ahead as the 
basis for the protection of the 
child worldwide, the working 
group assigned to tackle this 
issue came up with the suitable 
recommendations concerni ng 

universal participation, consul- 
tation, public awareness and 
education, the speeding-up of 
drafting process, implementa- 
tion and reporting as well as on 
the compatibility of national and 
international legislation. 
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Vaccination campaign successful 
and will continue, say officials 


World Affairs Council ■ 
to become a foundation 


By Sawsan Musallam 
Star Siuff Writer 

AMMAN — The National Vacci- 
nation Week campaign, which 
started oil Saturday is gaining 
strength as the number of vacci- 
nated children is increasing day 
after diiy. 

Dr. Abdul Rahim Juki] from 
the Communicable Diseases Con- 
trol Department at the Ministry 
of Health told The Stai that the 
number of vaccinated children 
from clil'icrenl parts of the coun- 
try came to I 7 SO 5 «m the firs! 
day. The next day it reached 
2 4 y 0 7 . On Monday about 250u0 
children were vaccinated and 
until last Tuesday almost 2 7 tlf)i) 
others were vaccinated. 

I he campaign, organised by 
the Ministry of Health, aims at 
reaching all un vaccinated chil- 
dren. Children between 3 mon- 
ths and 5 years of age are to be 
given the triple vaccine against 
diphtheria perm sis (whooping 
cough) and tetanus (DIM') be- 
sides the polio vaccine. 

Children between 9 months 
and three years old are being 
given shots against measles. AH 
mother and child- cure centres us 
well as health centres throughout 
the kingdom are to receive moth- 
ers and their children between 8 
a. m. until -4 pm during this week 
and the coming weeks. All kinds 
of vaccines are offered by the 
ministry for free. Labour clinics 


Dr Kuiiu-I Ajhiunl 

ami l INK. W A centres are also 
helping ilic ministry to carryout 
tins cjiiip.upn 

l)i Jala] said this effort is not 
going to slop even after the week 
has ended, lie said ihai the min- 
istry adopted this campaign in 
order to aciivalo Hie vaccination 
process conducted throughout 
the year and make Mire it is go- 
ing on aecMiding to the minis- 
try's plans .mil reaching all peo- 
ple in the country. 

lo achieve its aim of reaching 
every house in the country, the 
ministry is trying to make good 
use of available media. Doctors 
in various health centres are 
paying continuous visits to 
schools to vaccinate children and 
inform them of the importance 
ol the process, besides this, the 
ministry has formed 60 health 
teams who tour villages and re- 
mote communities where health 
centres arc not available, catting 
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out for people lo bring their chil- 
dren to be vaccinated. 

Dr Jalal said (hat the people so 
far have been responding quite 
well. Earlier this week Ministers 
of Health Dr Kamel Ajlouni. 
stressed in a press conference 
t lie importance of pre ve nt i vc 
measures to protect the health of 
citizens in the country. He said 
parents should be nware of the 
fuel that vaccination reduces the 
rate of diseases among children 
and start taking them lo the 
nearest health centres. 

Also at the press conference, 
Dr Hani Sliammoui. head of the 
Communicable Diseases Con- 
trol Dept, recommended that 
special vaccines be given to 
mothers especially with child, 
and whose age ranges between 
1 5-45 years old in order to 
protect them and their babies 
from possible infection of dis- 
eases such as tetanus. 

A recent study in Jordan, he 
said, shows that 220 children 
die yearly while still in their first 
month because of tetanus. Dr 
Ajlouni said that SO- 8 5 per cent 
of children in Jordan arc vacci- 
nated. ’‘Unfortunately the fig- 
ure reaches 75 per cent in Am- 
man because of the difficulty of 
reading to some children in the 
city," he said. In rural areas, on 
the other hand, the already vac- 
cinated children make up 90 per 
cent of the children. By this 
campaign, (lie minister expects 
these rates to go up. 


AMMAN (Star) — The World 
Affairs Council ( WAC) is now 
making arrangements for the 
settling up of a cultural founda- 
tion under the name of Abdul 
Hamid Sharaf Foundation for 
Arab and world affairs. The 
foundation aims at bolstering re- 
lations will) scientific, academic 
and cultural establishments as 
well as intellectuals throughout 
the world lo enrich culture and 
serve the responsible Arab thin- 
kers. It also aims at promoting 
thought, creating bridges for 
ideological dialogue and intro- 
ducing Arab culture and civiliza- 
tion to other nations through all 
methods. 

Dr Kamel Abu Jnber, secretary 
of the council said that the need 
for intensifying ideological dialo- 
gue between the Arab peoples 
and those of the world initiated a 
group of Jordanians to start up a 
meeting place which will monitor 
Arab march within inode mi lire 
so as to uncover obstacles hin- 
dering its progress. 

The foundation, lie said, will 
allow for the exchange of expert- 
ise between Arab countries as 
well as introducing contempor- 
ary issues lo the peoples of the 
world lo spread some interest 
among them. 

Bolsle ring t he conce pi ion of 
democracy in the Arab world us 


well as respect to opposition anj 1 
tulopting scientific dialogue Z I 

lmn^^ bCam0n,,,Kf “^: 

Giving the name of ihp i„, 

^ » um A ^ Sharaf to this fa! 
diilion Dr Abu Jaber said is a re - 1 

cognition of his pioneering e f- i 
jorts m his capacity as one of lit ' 
leading Arab thinkers on ifc 1 
international arena and in J«. 
dan. “lie was the first to luukr. 
stand the value of construct 
dialogue in international m*. 
lions”. Dr Abu Jaber said. 

In order to set up this founda- 
tion. an independent fund has lo 
be established to provide in- 
dependent financing. And in or- 
der to preserve the independent 
or this foundation, it became im- 
perative lo submit this project to 
the Arabs and to request from ! 
them us individuals and corpora- 
tions to back it up. Dr Abu Jabei 
said. 

For this purpose, a provisional 
committee was sot tip under ft 
Abdul Salant Al Mujali, president 
of the University of Jordan with 
Mrs Ini In Sharaf, the minister^ 
Information and Zuheir Asfour, 
Ali Gluindnur, Kamel Abu Jaber. 
Mahmoud El Sheri f and Taker ‘ 
Hikmat as members. 


Experts look at agricultural policies 
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Don’t Miss Out' Surprise 


By Maha Zabaneh 
Star Starr writer 

AMMAN — The two-day confer- 
ence on Policy Oriented Systems 
Analysis of the Agricultural Sec- 
tors of Jordan and Sudan, which 
ended here on Wednesday dis- 
cussed research studies in the 
agricultural sector. It was orga- 
nised and financed by Abdul 
Hameed Shoman Foundation and 
the Arab Bank. Several papers 
were presented by researchers 
from Jordan and Sudan. 

The conference was hold under 
the patronage or His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan who 
delivered a speech at the opening 
session explaining that the gap 
has widened between food pro- 
duction and consumption in the 
Arab countries. The necessity to 
lay down a comprehensive Arab 
policy for food security is no lon- 
ger a wish but an urgent national 
necessity that has to be urgently 
achieved. 

He said that the Arab political 
leaderships have adopted several 
resolutions on the road to eco- 
nomic integration, but that will 
not be sufficient unless scientific 
research will proceed and studies 
Will be prepared to provide credi- 
bility to investors. . 

“The Arab future greatly 
depends on alternatives which 
we have to choose today. If con- 
frontation continues on an indi- 
vidual basis Arab achievements 
will remain limited,” he said. 

* ** f ° Udw the Toad' of inte- 

gration and collective solidarity 
under which each Arab country 
wlU contribute to a national 
strategy at the level of Us credi- 
bilities, .the ability of each of us 
to surmount the problem of food 
deficit will multiply, \» the Crown 
rrince. said. ■ i . 

.2| r J n „ C r.S aSaa|1 '? aid th a l "»« 

topic or this meeting is not vital 
to Jordan atone but to the rest of 
Arab countries. We all krtOw 
aboiit how much we produce ahd 
how much we consume 6nd how 
the Arab countries have become 
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Prince Hassan 

one ofthe biggest regions with 
food deficit problems in the 
world”. He said “the Arab 
dependence on food imports is a 
source of worry to us and the 
ever increasing food bill is 
sounding the alarm requiring 
further attention from our side 
towards the cause behind this 
food deficit in the Arab coun- 
tries.” 

He urged for the direction of 
Arab investments to the inside of 
the Arab countries indicating 
that such investments during last 
year did not exceed SI billion 

Eur °P e ‘hey reached 
5 1 5 billion. 

“Your conference is a step in 
the right direction “the Prince 
said.. 

Dr Autwan Zahlan, research 
^pemsor at the Foundation, 
said the Foundation is primarily 
interested in research and 
Projects that have effect on 
The analysis of 
agricultural policies explains out- 

and cautions 
against anticipated crisis as it 

™? h J. Uppl £ s and work 

methods options. The success of 
5j d . , . e ? depend greatly on 
thrif R rt H Se hf ^searchers and 
5 * 1 ** At depends on: 

h for ‘he skills 

to be acquired through participa- 

pr°M^ a thC declslpn- making 

, 8a ^d ‘conducting .the 
researches required a large num- 




ber of inventive and qualified 
researchers and we feel lucky 
that Arab experts in this lietd 
were available.” 

He said that Jordan, the Swfu 
and Syria have set up multi- 
special iscd research teams fron 
various establishments. ThJi 
programme has created strong 
links among individuals win 
interest in agricultural systems 

In an interview with The Star, 
Professor Ian Carruthers iroo 
the Faculty of Agriculture at \« 
University of Jordan, said IW* 
modern farming is a multiple *^ 
tivity enterprise that require 
massive finance that if combine 0 
with the fluctuating and declin- 
ing relative incomes is the majw 
factor contributing to a rural®*' 

odus. This migration creates Iw- 

ther social problems in the P*? 
that the rural people leave and 
the cities to which they IJ* ■ 
Policy analysis aims to exao* 
practical options to <»P* 
these problems. Prof. Carrutw 
said. 

Agricultural policy 
were a relatively neglected 
of research in many com*** 
But as the development pr . . 
continued, agricultural 
questions would becmjgjf’j 
important and more diffi c 
evaluate, he said. 

Since I960, he said, 
cultural labour force in -W 
has dropped from 44 per ■ 
20 per cent of the vmr k 
The puhlic sector consl dersa 
riety of objectives. Hjjj 
Prof. Carruthers said that ® 
pie objectives con3 ? 1 £J,?iatioii 
problem of P WjSgZ 
enormously. Since, alongw^j. 
proliferation of goals 
' lural policy, there * a “ ijptf 

in the number of measures 

applied. 

• Some of these m#' 0 * 
lives set up by agn^KJ 1 
makers are economic 
security, emptoyroe* 1 cr d 
fair incomes to farmers an 
cupational safety. ^ 
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irk'F THE Conservative and Lib- 

a| Parties, the Social Democra- 
ts Party (SDPl was formed in- 

Parliament among sitting 
members, although only in 1981 
Snthe very different circum- 

iances Of universal suffrage, 
fbe founding MPs had all been 
Heeled as Labour members at the 
1979 general election. They 
vrere joined by one who had been 
elected as a Conservative. 

The SDP contested the 1983 
election in alliance with the Lib- 
eral Party. The alliance secured 
fhe election of 1 7 Liberals and 6 
Social Democrats, in a par- 
liament of 650 members. Under 
the leadership of Dr David Owen 
MP. the SDP formed the more 
conservative wing of the all- 
iance. 

In a party so recently formed, 
there is not the background of 
concerted policy and attitudes as 
elsewhere. To some extent, 
therefore, the approach has to be 
assessed from the earlier records 
ofthe leading personalities. 

David Owen had been foreign 
secretary from 1977 to 1979 in 
the Labour government when, 
after the Camp David Confer- 
ence (1978), British policy be- 
came passive to American po- 
licy. 

During his tenure of office, 
Britain voted against United 
Nations resolutions which reaf- 
firmed the right of the Pales- 
tinians to self-determination and 
sovereignty; abstained on a Gen- 
era! Assembly Resolution that 
UN organisations should co- 
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Continuing the serialisation of his pamphlet, 
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middle east 


operate with the PLO in projects 
lo improve the condition of the 
Palestinians; and abstained on a 
resolution dealing critically with 
Israeli practices in the occupied 
territories. 


On 29 November 1978, which 
was designated by the General 
Assembly of the United Nations 
as u day of international solidar- 
ity with the people of Palestine 
(and is celebrated annually), Bri- 
tain absented itself from the of- 
ficial gathering which was ad- 
dressed by the Secretary General 
at UN headquarters in New 
York. When a Labour MP asked 
what steps British would take to 
commemorate the day, he 
received a monosyllabic “None” 
in reply. 




party’s conference by the SDP 
Friends of Israel, where he was 
reported as saying that the parly 
would adopt a flexible attitude to 
events in the Middle East and 
would formulate its policy as the 
situation developed in what he 
termed “the volatile region”. 

It was a skilful statement to a 
pro-Israeli audience, just a year 
after the massacre at the Sabra 
and Shalila refugee camps in Le- 
banon and with the subjugation 
of the occupied territories 
proceeding apace. 


® av d At the same reception, Will- 

iam Rodgers, another founder of 
In September 1983, Owen at- the party and former Cabinet 
tended a reception given at the Minister in the Labour govern- 


ment, was reported to have 
spoken “passionately” in sup- 
port of Israel and lo have de- 
clared “I shall remain a friend 
of Israel until my dying day”. 

Within the party, however, 
there were other views, and an 
SDP Middle East Council had 
been formed. Its formation was 
initially announced at the 
crowded public meeting held in 
Central Hall, Westminster, in 
July 1982, to demonstrate 
against the Israeli invasion of 
Lebanon. 

An SDP member in the au- 
dience asked through the chair- 
man (the author of this series.) if 
interested SDP members in the 
gathering would contact him 
with a view to forming a Middle 
East Council, and an impromptu 
meeting was duly held at the con- 
clusion of the main proceedings. 

In distinction front the situa- 
tion in the other parties, the SDP 
Middle East Council co-operates 
openly with the SDI* Friends of 
Israel, although both groups ass- 
ociate less closely with Arab and 
Israeli contacts. With such a 
short history, SDP policies, 
thinking and attitudes are less 
documented and less formulated 
than in the other parties. 

In the next instalment. David 
Watkins will return to the global 
dimension of the Arab- Israeli 
conflict and ask, “Where 
now?”. 


Shultz sees equality, mutual respect 


WASHINGTON — US Secretary 
of State Shultz, addressing re- 
porters along with Iraqi Deputy 
Foreign Minister Aziz in an im- 
promptu press conference al the 
State Department 26 November, 
said (hat the United Stales and 
Iraq" would proceed on the basis 
of equality and mutual respect. ” 
"We have found in our discuss- 
ions... that we have a great deal 
to talk about,” Shultz said. 
Shultz also told reporters that the 
United Stales would remain neu- 
tral in the Iran- Iraq war, “but 
w are not neutral in the sense 
or wishing to see the war come 
to an end..” 

. Jl* secretary and foreign min- 
uter met the press shortly nfler 
it was announced that the two 
wimbles have resumed full di- 
plomatic relations. 

Following is an unofficial 
transcript of the Snultz-Aziz 
Press conference in the StaLe De- 
partment lobby: 

Jttf ^Picked up moments af- 
2 he ^gan to speak) : ... We* re 
EJ th « in the United States 
J? BS * we think it serves our 
i™ ras k and assume that 
™1 feels the same way about it 


so we can properly say that this 
occurs in the mutual interests of 
the United States and Iraq. And 
we proceed on the basis of equal- 
ity and mutual respect. 

We have found in our discuss- 
ions, not only here today, but in 
other cities — in Paris, in New 
York, and elsewhere — that we 
have a great deal to talk about. 

And cerLainly here today as 
we've touched on the establish- 
ment of diplomatic relations, but 
more than that, ranged around 
problems of the Middle East in 
particular and the Iran-Iraq war, 
we have seen that we have a 
groat deal to gain from this ex- 
change. 

I might just say on a personal 
side, that it is for me not simply 
a question of the two countries 
establishing diplomatic rela- 
tions, but a way of continuing on 
a, I hope, more frequent and 
broader scale the personal rela- 
tionships that you and I have 
developed, because I have found 
you here, as well as in our prior 
discussions — I well remember 
your support for our 1 7 May 
agreement in Paris — to be a 
very stimulating and thoughtful 


GCC to provide share 

enViSS^® — Members of the six- nation Gulf Cooperation Coun- 
are to provide the largest share In a two- billion dollar 
W. r0 £ tmme for famine-stricken African states, according to 
^Alkhaif Ster ° f Flnaiice and National Economy Mohammed 

hoWln i ** lks w»h the World Bank, which Is arrang- 
Idp vi, 1 !? p r °8ramme. GCC states have moved quickly In prpvid- 
uid tj drought- stricken African countries, Ab-Alkhall 

irithiL J5?Ned on the governments of these countries to cooperate 
wlr,?® W . orId and donor countries in the new programme to 
Ha . Problem and find a long-term solution. 
tnonokT *°? d and nioney received from various nations was i not 
Well* « the crisis: Attention should be given to drilling 

emu provW ing water supplies to ease the drought, which bad 
thousands of deaths and helped the spread of serious dls- 

Ql^A dl government has agreed with certain German conipa- 

P^nted oi? .» number of TOas tnd pun,pS * the inI,llste 

B*t contributed loans through the Saudi Fond for 
and a wide-scale publicity campaign has _been 
f ° contrlbate ,r8e neW8 P*P ers > social institutes and Gulf residents 




person. And so I look forward to 
our continuing conversations. 

Mr. Minister, perhaps you 
would say a world. Aziz: Thank 
you, Mr. Secretary. Ladies and 
gentlemen, I am pleased that I 
am here in .Washington, and I 
am pleased that we have suc- 
ceeded in establishing full diplo- 
matic relations between our two 
countries. 

1 feel satisfied about this visit. 

I had the honour this morning to 
meet His Excellency the Secret- 
ary of State, the Vice President 
and His Excellency the Pre- 
sident. I had a cordial and fruit- 
ful and constructive exchange of 
views with the president. In that 
meeting I expressed the willing- 
ness of my country to establish 
cordial and fruitful relationship 
with the United States of Am- 
erica, based on the lines which 
the secretary kindly defined, 
equality, mutual respect and mu- 
tual cooperation. 

As the secretary said, it Is in 
the best interests of Iraq to have 
that kind of relationship with the 
United States of America, as it is 
in the interests of the United 
States to have such a relation- 
ship with my country. 

I thank the secretary for the 
kind words he said about my per- 
son and my country and I can as- 
sure you that we will, in our fu- 
ture deliberations, work out — 
work together in the same at- 
mosphere we did work in the 
past. And I think that the esta- 
blishment of the relations be- 
tween our two countries will cre- 
ate a better situation, a better 
climate for more constructive 
exchanges of views about bilat- 
eral and regional questions and 
about the questions of co-opera- 
tion between our two countries. 

I feel satisfied about my visit. 
And I hope that we might have in 
the future more occasions of 
meeting together. We look for- 
ward to the visits of American 
officials. I would be very happy 
to receive His Excellency, the 
Secretary in Baghdad to continue 
the donstfuctive work which wa 
started here in Washington. 


Kachman found not guilty 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — Kachman Yakut lei Gozovsky who 
had set fire to Arab cars and attempted to set fire to the 
offices of the East Jerusalem newspaper al-Fajr, has been 
found not guilty by the Israeli Court In East Jerusalem. 

Each men, Yehuda Richter, Levy Hazan and Melr Leibovitz 
who were accused of shooting at a bus carrying Arab workers 
in Ramallah Id addition to other serious offences, have, how- 
ever, been Ijouiid guilty, but were sentenced to imprisonment 
ranging only from a year and a half to five years. 

Police minister to respond to 
Kahane 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — Israeli High Court of Justice 
last week Issued an order asking the Police Minister Halm Bar 
Lev and Inspector-General Aryeh Ivtzan to explain why they 
would not allow Melr Kahane to visit the Arab village of 
Talba. 

The courts ruling means that the state attorney’s office 
reply to the petition of Kahane has been deemed Insufficient 
by the court. 

1000 young residents lack 
work 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — Mayor of Ashkelon, told Prime 
Minister, Shimon Peres last week that more than a thousand 
young residents of his town who hare completed their military 
service are unemployed, Perea assured the mayor that the gov- 
ernment has begun to deal with the problem of joblessness. 

Israel is selling artillery 

LONDON (AP) — Israel Is now a major supplier of artillery to 
Central America and Far East countries and sells large- 
calibre ammunition to Switzerland and West Germany accord- 
ing to Jane’s year book published last week. 

Ata out with 376 dismissals 

OCCUPIED HAIFA — The Immediate closure of the Ata tex- 
tile. concern was averted after the company* s receivers sub- 
mitted to the occupied Haifa District Court a list of 376 


people to he dismissed from the Kiryat Ata and Kurdaneh 

S lants — almost a third of the workforce. District Court 
udge Ellezer Barr had warned that If the list were not forth- 


coming he would order Ata* s closure. 
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International Day of Solidarity 


Zia H , I^ ll0Wi ". e ls r h , e ll,CSSa8C ° r Resident Muhammad 

Ikf 5 I P ,h oc f asl pn of International Day of Solidarity with 
the Palestinian people which coincides with 29 November, 1984. 


ON THE occasion of the Inter- 
national Day of Solidarity with 
the Palestinian people. Hie Gov- 
ernment and people of Pakistan 
reaffirm their unwavering and 
firm commitment and support to 
tile just and principled cause of 
their Palestinian brethren 
against the barbaric uggression 
and occupation of their territo- 
ries by the Zionist authorities. 

All efforts so far made by the 
international community to re- 
solve the long- festering Pales- 
tinian problem have been frus- 


trated by Israel's intransigence 
and total disregard for the univ- 
ersally accepted principles of 
international [aw. In fact. Israel 
continues to mock world opinion 
by relentlessly carrying out its 
expansionist policies to change 
the demographic and geographic 
character of the Palestinian and 
Arab territories under its illegal 
occupation. 

It is the moral duty of the 
international community and. in 
particular, of the five permanent 
members of the Security Council 


to redouble their efforts to 
prevent any further genocide of 
(he Palestinian people and to pul 
an end to the greaL injustice they 
have suffered during the past 
three decades. 

Our sense of revulsion and in- 
dignation at the recent massa- 
cres of the Palestinians in Leba- 
non cannot be expressed in 
words. We declare our complete 
solidarity with our Palestinian 
brethren and we salute the in- 
domitable courage and valour 
with which they have braved, 
and continued to brave, the fero- 
cious Israeli onslaught against 
them. 

On (his solemn occasion, the 


government and people of Pakis- 
tan reiterate their firm belief 
that there can be no durable 
peace in (he Middle East unless a 
just solution is found to the 
Palestinian question. This is 
based on Israel's unconditional 
withdrawal from Arab territories 
occupied since 1967. including 
Jerusalem, and the restitution of 
the inalienable rights of the 
Palestinian people under the 
leadership of the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organization. It also in- 
cludes their right to the esta- 
blishment of a state of their 
own. To mark this solemn occa- 
sion. special prayers will be of- 
fered all over Pakistan for the 
safe return of our Palestinian 
brethren to their homeland in 
peace and honour. 
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r Abdel Halim 
I confers with, 
i President t 

Gemayel I 

BEIRUT - Vice Preside i J 
Halim Khaddamor&i^i 
red with President AaffSl 
maye] and senior Muslim ui 
Christian officials on JX. 
deploy the Lebanese Arriy 
Bdrut area and along the aaS 
road all the way to the Hi 
lines in southern Lebanon. t 

The deployment of the |* 
banese Army in strength in 
around the capital was to br, 
begun earlier but was delayed* t 
til midnight Sunday 25th. an* 
nouncement said. 

The state- controlled Beirut * 
dio said the purpose of Mr 
Khaddam's talks with Mr. ft. 
mayel, which were held at tie 
President’s mountain resort u 
Bikfeiya, 23 miles northeast of 
here, was to insure the political j 
support needed to carry out tk * 
deployment. 

In that respect, the moslsigui- 
ficanl development was that Mi 
Khaddani brought with him Wi 
lid Junblatt, the Druze leader, 
who hus expressed reservations 
about the plan. i 

Although Mr. Junblatt is*! 
member of the seven- monlh-oH 
Cabinet of national unity, he had 
not been unending governmeol 
sessions, and the meeting ra 
his first with the Christian Pre- 
sident in almost two months. 

While the discussions in Bik- 
feiya were under way, Mr. Jiie- 
Malt's Druze followers traded ar- 
lillery shells with the Lebanese 
army in the hills overlooking 
Beirut. 

Rajiv assures 
support for the 
Palestinian cause 

Till-: INDIAN Prime Minis- 
ter. Rajiv Gandhi lias sent a 
personal Idler to Mr Yasser 
Arafat. Chairman of the PLO 
on the eve of the meeting o 
l he Palestinian National 
Council in Amman. Following 
is the full text of the letter — 
Editor. 

The people of India taw* 
tended whole-hearted support i 
the just struggle of the Pal»" 
tinian people even bw** 7 
achieved independence in I” ■ 
The successive government 
independent India have eona 
tently supported the JWJL 
aspirations of the Pa,esI JfL 
people including their rlgn 
self-determination and a 
al homeland. The Pa lest me _ 
eration Organisation, under 
leadership, has been wagiM. 
unceasing struggle for tne 
sation of its cherished oil"" 

l,V pfime Minister Indira Gan^j; 
used every available fonj® 
press her solidarity J ^ 
Palestinian people and 
and legitimate represent^; 
the Palestine Liberation 
sation. I take this opporhi^.,. 
reiterate the continuing 
ment of India and of tn 
non-aligned movement 
just cause. 

The 1 7lh session of the 
tinian National Councd i J . ^ 

a crucial moment in the gp) 
of the Palestinian PWj fthc 
confident that as a result o 
deliberations of this com 
the Palestinian people wjj. ^ 
out more united. wlth ci " W t beir 
termination to P u ^ hcn ed. I 
struggle farther streng cceSSi , 
wish the conference all 8 


Reagan’ s 


world 

policy options for the Third World 



Editor's note: Foreign affairs analysts In the US comment on 
president Reagan s Third World agenda 


George Shultz 

By Anthony. J Hughes 

NEW YORK — When President 
Reagan addressed a victory rally 
in Los Angeles, California, on 
election night, he was constantly 
interrupted by chants of ‘ 1 Four 
more years” from his enthusias- 
tic supporters. 

Commenting on the Pre- 
sident's electoral slogan, Ted 
Smith, president of the Agricul- 
tural Development Council, said, 
"Thai would seem to be a mand- 
ate for continuity, for more of 
the same conservative rhetoric 
and policies of the first term” 

Observers expect relations 
wlb developing countries to re- 
flect Reagan's ideological inter- 
ests and his preoccupation with 
East-West rivalry. 

like all those with whom I 

S ke, Smith sees the Middle 
land Central America as fo- 
”! points of US strutegic and po- 
I'liral initiatives. 

As for foreign aid. Smith ex- 
f*€ts Africa to be of special 
8"™. I,0t only for the United 
ilstes but also for the rest of the 
^wiomic Assistance community. 

..^ ilh J cgard 10 Central Am* 
“J®. Dick Clark of the Aspen 
institute commented, “We can 
kPW further efforts to bring 


down the Nicaraguan govern- 
ment by any means other than 
direct military intervention. 

"In El Salvador the adminis- 
tration will persevere with its op- 
tion of helping the government 
to achieve a military victory 
against the guerrillas." 

As a candidate, Reagan often 
found himself feuding with De- 
mocratic contender Walter F 
Mondale for the ideological mid- 
dle ground. This pull to the cen- 
tre had already been a factor 
during Reagan’s first term, 
when he sometimes disappointed 
his right- wing supporters by 
moderating his conservative 
thinking to accord with political 
reality. 

Part of that reality, Clark 
notes, was the composition of 
congress. While the Democrats 
controlled the House of Repre- 
sentatives. the Republican ma- 
jority in the Senate was some- 
times more liberal than the Wh- 
ite House on foreign affairs. 

The congressional elections 
this year have not fundamentally 
altered the complexion of the 
two chambers. Hence Congress 
has the ability and the potential 
to thwart the President, denying 
him funds for military or eco- 
nomic initiatives it disagrees 
with, for example. 

Regarding aid policies, John 
Bresnun of the Asia society sug- 
gested that foreign assistance 
had been increasing during Rea- 
gan's first term, much of the 
rise heing on the military side. 

“It [ins been fairly easy for the 
President to get these increases 
out of Congress," Bresnan 
noted. 

In Africa, observers expect the 
Sudan to receive a large share of 
aid. in spite of President Gaafar 
Numciri's introduction of Sharia 
law and his alienation of the 
non- Muslim south. 

The country is perceived as a 
bulwark against Muammer al 


Qadhafi of Libya, one of the 
Reagan Administration’s special 
enemies. And will also flow to 
Zaire, notwithstanding corrup- 
tion and human rights viola- 
tions, because President Mobutu 
Sese Seko has been a staunch 
ally. Other friends of the United 
States, such as Morocco. Kenya 
and Somalia — all of whom have 
military agreements with Wash- 
ington — will be favoured with 
US economic and military co- 
operation. 

Parallel with the World Bank’s 
structural adjustment lending 
and its conditions, the United 
States is likely to use its aid more 
purposefully to foster private 
entreprise. 


This was the thrust of Pre- 
sident Reagan's Economic Policy 
Initiative, which he declared was 
to provide an additional US S500 
million for “economic policy re- 
form’ * in Africa. 


Although the necessary legi- 
slation was not passed before 
Congress closed for the elec- 

Dr. Mehdt hopes that Pre- 
sident Reagan trill become, in 
his words “more aware of 
United States interests In the 
Middle East In his dealings 
with the region. I hope that 
he will be more willing to 
understand the needs of the 
Arab world. Indeed, of the 
Third World In general* * . 


tions, the administration will 
persevere with the policy. It in- 
volves support for privatization 
of state entreprises and the en- 
couragement of free market sys- 
tems. 


During the election campaign. 
Mondale proposed a cooler US 
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Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 

relationship with the minority 
regime in SouLh Africa, a tou- 
ghening of US arms embargo 
against Pretoria, n possible ban 
.on new US investment, even 
American support for r Uni Led 
Nations- sponsored boycott. 

Now these options are out of 
the question. * ‘ We can certainly 
expect the maintenance of the 
policy of ‘ cons t ructi ve en- 
gagement’ between Washington 
and Pretoria,” Dick Clark notes. 
He also believes there will be a 
redoubling of efforts to seek an 
accord far Namibian indepen- 
dence, always linked to the with- 
drawal of Cuban forces from An- 
gola. 

As for Asian policies, James 
Phillips of the Heritage Founda- 
tion expects the administration 
to seek detenle in the Indian sub- 
continent, particularly In view 
of the strain situation resulting 
from the assassination of Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi. 


He believes that President 
Reagan will seek to build better 
relations with New Delhi, with- 
out upsetting the existing tics 
with Pakistan. The latter may be 
particularly delicate, because 
Washington will be putting pres- 
sure on Pakistan not to pursue 
its development of a nuclear 
weapon capability. 


Dr. Mohammed Mchdl 

Bresnan agrees that the region 
wilt be a focus of Washington's 
attention. “Recent events in In- 
dia provide a backdrop. In the 
light of these developments, wc 
expect particular attention to be 
paid to relations with Pakistan. 

“The stability or the subcon- 
tinent and the state or Indo- 
Paklslani relations are of special 
concern to the United States. ’ I 
also believe that the Philippines 
will be priority, because of the 
state of iLs economy, its political 
situation, its status as an old 
friend and the existence of US 
bases on its soil," Bresnan ad- 
ded. 

Turning to the Middle East, 
Phillips believes that in spite of 
the failure of the 1982 Reagan 
initiative, the President may 
make another bid for a com- 
prehensive settlement, early in 
his second term. 

Mohamed Mehdi, secretary of 
the US National Council of Isla- 
mic Affairs, hopes that Pre- 
sident Reagan will become, in 
his words, “more aware of Un- 
ited States interests in the Mid- 
dle East in his dealing with the 
region. 1 hope that he will be 
more willing to understand the 
needs of the Arab world und, in- 
deed, of the Third World in gen- 
eral. ’’ 
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29 NOVEMBER 


■ r, -Mi* j ...» u rfyn.WV >V* <.»•*.■ 




^cl Menglstu Halle Mariam 
John Tanner 

I af ler E 5 8land — 11 

in OeinhlV 9 P m orl a Tuesday 
: Marled JEL wIl8 n the phones 
paA l tSL a t> J" 1 money began 
■ flees /!!? Britlsh charity of- 
: S220) ■ fl t * ie J a,e of *175. (US 
: Pei* minute. 

! £3- 5 mill- 

Staled toThi 1 ?" ****» C011 ' 
Ethiopia in ^ famine victims of 
Officials response that aid 
the rfH ■ , was unmatched 
^iai^^^ofKampu- 
Kf in BiarJ? 7 ?* the hun- 
w eia fre : in (he i? 60 s. ; 

i •!■: • ,^88®5t,charity, Qx- 


3084 »: 


fam, alone received £1 million 
(51.26 million in ten days) , and 
the money is still flowing in. 
Why the sudden emotional re- 
sponse to a disaster that has 
been known for at least a year? 
The answer is: television. 

A report of particular poign- 
ancy by the British Broadcasting 
Corporation's southern Africa 
correspondent. Michael Buerk. 
was aired on BBC-TV‘s nine 
o'clock news, a peak-hour pro- 
gramme regularly watched by 
some 1 0 million Britons, almost 
one in five of the population. 

An Oxfam worker said. "I was 
here in the office Immediately 
after the nine o'clock news went 
out and the phones just started 
ringing. It was amazing.” 

Although BBC- TV footage had 
gone out last July about hunger 
in Ethiopia, its impact was 
muted compared to Buerk' s piti- 
less famine story and film of dy- 
ing victims. 

The difference in public re- 
sponse seemed to lie in the qual- 
ity of the reports, the increase in 
coverage and the contrast be- 
tween bumper grain harvests in 
Europe and the United Stales and 
the desperation in Africa. 

“In terms of impact, the 
scenes were horrifying." said an 
Oxfam spokesperson. “Even the 
most hardened person would be 
ha>d put not to be moved by 


J.-.'i -lir .. 


these pictures. In aid agencies 
we are used to seeing those 
things, but to the public it is 
shocking and new.” 

In the same week as Buerk' s 
report, two current affairs pro- 
grammes, “Horizon" on BBC 
and “Bitter Harvest’’ on com- 
mercial television, reported on 
the need in Ethiopia for al least 
60,000 tonnes of food aid every 
month while 30 million tonnes 
of grain lay surplus to requirem- 
ent in the European Community. 

The contrast, and the bureau- 
cratic difficulties of shifting the 
food mountain to where it was 
needed were taken up by British 
newspapers. The British govern- 
ment. which with the United 
States, had effectively denied 
development aid to the Marxist 
government of Ethiopia, ' was 
stirred into action. 

Sir Geoffrey Howe, the fore- 
ign secretary, announced an ex- 
tra 6,000 tonnes of food aid and 
£5 million (US S6.3 million) 
from the aid budget for all the 
drought- stricken nations of 
Africa. 

Aid officials believe all of this 
should have happened earlier. 
The last great famine in Ethio- 
pia. when nearly 250,000 peo- 
ple starved to death, look place 
in 1973. ,1 

Crushing poverty < average 
GNP per person is US S14U), 


continuing warfare, Internally 
and against Somalia, which has 
taken 300,000 peasants from 
the land to fight, and persistent 
drought had long made a repeat 
of 1973 probable. 

As long ago as last March, 
Ethiopia’s Commissioner of Re- 
lief, Major Dawit Gaorgis, 
warned that more than 5 million 
people faced starvation. The re- 
sponse of the international com- 
munity was to offer 125,000 
tonnes of aid. Georgia had asked 
for 900,000 tonnes. 

Similar appeals front Eritrean 
and Tigre “liberation forces," 
who claim to control up to 8 5 per 
cent of territory in the north of 
Ethiopia, also went largely un- 
heeded. 

So why did the BBC decide on 
that particular Tuesday at the 
end of October that starving peo- 
ple in a faraway country in 
Africa were news? The BBC will 
only cite “normal editorial 
priorities.” The fact is that tele- 
vision coverage of the Third 
World is scanty. There are two 
television correspondents cov- 
ering the whole of South Am- 
erica for Britain. There is one 
BBC television reporter for 
Africa. 

Michael Buerk is the “sou- 
thern Africa’ ' correspondent. 
Even those with the haziest geo- 
graphical sense will have noticed 


that Ethiopia is in the north of 
the continent. 

If Oxfam had not urged Buerk 
to go to Ethiopia, the story may 
never have broken in the way it 
did and hundreds of thousands, 
who will probably now receive 
supplies, would have died. 

It seems that a disaster Is only 
really a disaster if it appears on 
prime-time television. “The 
etbics and philosophy of televi- 
sion news become very difficult 
to talk about,” insisted the 
spokesperson for the BBC. 

But Oxfam argues, “The 
Ethiopia famine wasn't invented 
on that Tuesday night. When the 
media moves on to other issues, 
the public may lose interest.” 
Maybe it is time to start looking 
at those ethics and philosophy. 

The aid agencies are worrying 
already about new famines build- 
ing up in Chad, Sudan and Ban- 
gladesh. In the Darfour district 
of southern Sudan 80 per cent of 
crops have failed. In Bangladesh 
the harvest is being washed away 
by floodwaters. 

However, run-of-the-mill fa- 
mines do not claim peak- time 
television exposure, and chari- 
ties yvill have to rely on regular 
supporters who contribute 
whether or not there is a 
headline- grabbing disaster. 

Compass News Features 
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US pursues aggressive tactic at UN 




By Alec Collet 
Star UN Correspondent 

NEW YORK — The United 
Slates has decided to fight ag- 
gressively Tor voles it considers 
important for its policy objec- 
tives, and this strategy is already 
seen to be paying off in the first 
weeks of the General Ascctnbly 
session. 

An inevitable concomitant of 
the policy the Americans have 
restored to — and no new exper- 
ience for developing countries — 
is the twisting of arms to secure 
votes where these are considered 
vital for ideological or political 
reasons. 

A US policy document outlines 
what are termed “Five policy 
priorities for USG ( United States 
Government) conduct of multi- 
lateral affairs". Listed as 
“Priority 1“ is: “Reassert Am- 
erican leadership in inter- 
national forums". 

Two striking examples of the 
successful implementation or 
this strategy have occurred in 
the past month. But other at- 
tempts at seizing the initiative or 
of imposing US “leadership" 
have met signal failure. 

However, the two successes 
are noteworthy political achieve- 
ments in environments consid- 
ered inherently hostile. They 
concerned Central American and 
collaboration with South Africa. 

It is interesting that in these 
cases the “arm twisting" was 
not attempted at the United 
NaLions but in tho capitals of the 
countries which Washington felt 
■needed to be influenced. In the 
past the United States Mission to 
the UN has tried to pressure per- 
manent representatives of states 
accredited to the organisation to 
vote according to American be- 
liefs. 

Sometimes this approach has 
been combined with a direct tele- 
phone call to the head of state 
placed by a senior official in 
Washington. 

In the decolinlsation or Ass- 
embly's Fourth Commission on 
26 October, (he US succeeded in 
turning back a move to have the 
United States and Israel named 
for military collaboration with 
South Africa and, in a second re- 
solution, for their nuclear coop- 
eration with the apartheid re- 
gime. 
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United Nations seminar In session at UN Headquarters 


This was accomplished thro- 
ugh amendments introduced by 
the US representative. In the 
first, committee adopted by a re- 
corded vote or 62 to 47, with 24 
abstentions, an amendment to 
delete a specific reference to the 
United States and Israel in the 


duced a far less dramatic out- 
come than was the case in the 
decolonisation committee. Un- 
ited States' tactics were equally 
fine-hoaed and successful on the 
other hand. 

There were two resolutions be- 
fore delegates when the Ass- 


^ emb ‘y tie bated Central America 


military collaboration with South 
Africa. 

fn the second amendment, the 
committee decided by a 62-47 
recorded vote, with 25 absten- 
tions to delete references to the 
US and Israel in its condemna- 
tion of nuclear cooperation with 
South Africa 

The vote took place, it is 
understood, after intense diplo- 
matic activity in the African ca- 
pitals in particular. 

The result was that only 14 Afri- 
can countries voted against the 


at the end of October. One was 
adopted without a vote. 

This was sponsored by the Con- 
tadora four — Colombia, Mex- 
ico, Panama and Venezuela — 
who have been working assi- 
duously for nearly two years to 
forge an agreement for a peace- 
ful resolution of the troubled 
Central American arena. 

The resolution, bland and non- 
controversfal, called for re- 
spect for the Contadora Act and 
speedy action by the five Central 
American states leading to an 


American-sponsored amendmen- early signing of the Act. The 


ts. Two frontline slates. Bot- 
swana and Mozambique , ab- 
stained. 

Nine African states abstained. 
However, 1 3 African countries 
presumably could not face the 
music and absented themselves 
from the chamber; the rest sup- 
ported the US amendments. 

Jordan was among a solid 
I 5 -member Arab group opposing 
the American amendments. Bui 
Egypt abstained, as did Oman, 
and Lebanon absented itself. 

One solitary weapon which has 
proved less than persuasive 
when wielded by the US in the 
past probably — due to timing — 
had more potent effect in the 
present situatlou. This was the 
strong arm of economic assis- 
tance. 

Coming a week before a cru- 
cial General Assembly delate on 
the African economic crisis, 
American lobbying for voles 
possibly could not fail on this 
occasion. 

What surprised many, how- 
ever, was that with so many 
non-aligned countries opposing 
the US amendments, India, the 
Chairman of the Non-Aligned 
Movement, abstained on both. 

For different reasons, the cir- 
cumstances surrounding the de- 
bate on Central America pro- 


Contadora Act is an agreement 
drawn up by the four for peace in 
the area among the five Central 
American countries: Honduras. 
Nicaragua, El Salvador, Guate- 
mala and Costa Rica. 

The second resolution, pro- 
posed by -Nicaragua, was not 
pressed to a vote. A revised ver- 
sion of (his would have invoked a 
10 May 1 984 World Court order 
relating to the mining of Nicara- 
guan ports which reaffirmed Ni- 
caragua’s right to sovereignty 
and called for an unconditional 
cessation of threats and hostile 
acts against the country. The 
International Court action foll- 
owed a complaint against the Un- 
ited States by Nicaragua. 

According to information, La- 
tin American states were told by 
the US not to even consider vot- 
ing on the Nicaraguan draft reso- 
lution. The fact that it was with- 
drawn without even being put to 
the test, attests to the effective- 
ness of American tactics. 

Although, as pointed out ear- 
lier, American delegates have 
been on the offensive in a num- 
ber of Assembly forums during 
the current session, their at- 
tempts at influencing or cajoling 
Third World representatives 
have been less marked. Efforts 
as a major US spokesman by Am- 
bassador Alan “Jangling" Keyes 


— a black American — on such 
subjects as varied as apartheid 
and UN budget assessments huve 
been counter-productive. 

On the subject of racism in 
South Africa, he has not only 
succeeded in alienating the en- 
tire African constituency among 
UN member stales, but has 
created a hotbed of hostility 
among American blacks who 
have been exposed to his words. 

American speakers have 
ranged over disarmament, 
self-determination, foreign in- 
vestment in South Africa and ex- 
pansion of conference facilities 
of the Economic Commission for 
Africa in Addis Ababa — which 
they pppose. They have not won 
any key votes; some would say 
they have not even won any de- 
bates. 


But they do expound the 
strategy referred to above j n the 
US paper: “Five policy priorities 
Tor USG ( United Stales GoS 
ment) conduct of multilateral af. 
fairs". 

Nine proposals are listed under 
the “Priority I" heading of 
reasserting American leadership 
in international forums. They in- 
clude the early formulation of US 
policies and to gather support 
from like-minded states before 
meetings lake place. They also 
call for clearly enunciated poli- 
cies, the keeping of friends and 
allies fully informed and to deter 
adversaries who might act as a 
result of miscalculation. 

Programmes that safeguard 
and develop democratic values 
are to be promoted as is the free 
market system. Coercive and un- 
democratic elements of "new 
international orders" are to be 
opposed, while issues such as 
human rights and budgetary res- 
trains are to be encouraged. 


Washington’s hard 
line bothers Europe 

By Nigel Hawkes 

LONDON (ONS) — European governments have been alarmed 
by the latest US broadsides against Nicaragua. They fear that 
Washington may be close to talking Itself Into an outright In- 
vasion In order to topple the leftist Sandlnista regime which 
has run Nicaragua since the overthrow of President Somoza in 
1979. 

Since Reagan was returned for a second term, the anti- 
Sandlnista rhetoric has been turned up to full volume In 
Washington. A sudden rush of anonymous briefings, military 
manoeuvring, and claims — since shown to be false — that 
Nicaragua was about to take delivery of sophisticated MiG 
fighter aircraft have all increased the tension. 

Europe’s problem Is that while It does not favour direct US 
military Involvement In Nicaragua, it has Uttle to offer as an 
alternative but support of the Contadora peace process launc- 
hed by Venezuela, Mexico, Panama, and Colombia. And the 
US, while publicly supporting the process, has done little to 
help it and privately believes that Nicaragua cannot be trusted 
to adhere to the Contadora provisions anyway. 

In the early years of the Sandlnista government, mauy Eu- 
ropean politicians tried to warn Managua’s lead- 
ers of the dangers they faced by alienating the US. Clear 
evidence of this Is provided In papers seized after the US Inva- 
sion of Grenada, which report on meetings of the Socialist 
International attended by Grenadan observers, 

In June 1981, for example, at a meeting held in Managua, 
two leaders of the SI, former Venezuelan President Carlos 
Andres Perez, and Felipe Gonzales, head of the Spanish 
Socialist Party and now Prime Minister of Spain, bad urged 
the Sandlnlstas to move In a more moderate direction. They 
suggested that Nicaragua should distance Itself more from the 
USSR and Cuba, reduce the Cuban presence In the country 
and encourage political pluralism. 

According to an account of the meeting written by a Cuban 
and found in the Grenadan files by the Americans after the 
invasion, Gonzales and Andres Perez warned that the Ameri- 
can threats wore designed to harass Nicaragua, driving it Into 
a more radical position and thus providing the pretext for 
military aggression. Both warned that the Sandlnlstas were 
already falling Into this trap. 

But their warnings, and those issued by other senior flgorM 
In the SI, including Willy Brandt of West Germany and Olof 
Palme of Sweden, nad little effect. Nicaragua has, If 
thing moved even closer to Cuba and the USSR, establishing 
the apparatus of a communist state, and Its. tbken bows 
towards political pluralism (including the recent election) 
have been unconvincing. 
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The last 
bid for 
peace 

By Ya ( coub Jaber 


IN HIS speech before the Palestine 
National Council ( PNC) last Thursday, 
King Hussein proposed a joint Jordan- 
ian-Palestinian peace formula for fu- 
ture action to solve the Middle East 
problem on the basis of UN resolu- 
tions. 

King Hussein's remark, it seems, 
was not meant that the two sides 
should launch a new peace initiative 
but rather work together in a bid to 
reach a settlement within the frame- 
work of an international conference 
which both Jordan and the PLO see as 
an essential step if a balanced durable 
peace is to be achieved. 

Regardless of what the PNC might 
decide, it is almost certain new that a 
joint Jordanian- Palestinian effort will 
be the main feature of the forthcoming 
stage in Middle East diplomacy. It will 
probably be launched once the Pales- 
tinian house in back in order and the 
legitimacy of the PLO leadership is 
fully re-established. 

The success of the joint endeavour 
will depend, among other things, on 
the extent of Arab backing and on the 
response of the United Slates and Is- 
rael. The majority of Arab stales are 
expected to give maximum support for 
a co-ordinated Jordanian- Palestinian 
approach that can serve as the basis for 
a world- wide Arab peace campaign. 
But what about the Americans and 
their Israeli allies? 

The initial Israeli reaction to the 
King’s speech at the PNC was negative 
and that was no surprise. Washington, 
in the meantime , is maintaining 
“'cnee and is not expected to air Us 
views at this early stage. But sooner or 
later, the US will have to spell out what 
ll really thinks about could be fairly de- 
scribed as the last opportunity to solve 
tne Middle East crisis by peaceful 
means. 

Washington’s response is important, 
especially as the Reagan administra- 
tion in its second term can be in a pos- 
Hion to forcibly influence an economi- 
JWjy-weak Israel. If a peaceful solu- 
tu/ 0r l ^ e Arab- Israeli dispute is ever 
'0 be reached, it should be worked out 
curing the next four years. 

In the process of formulating its re- 
sponse to the prospective Arab- backed 
Jordanian- Palestinian effort. The US 
Mtnlnistralipn can reach better conclu 
sion if it takes into account the follow- 
iog facts: First: This joint effort will 
J®* 1 Probably be the last peace bid and 
n/ i 0re *. 1 should not be allowed to 
. }■ Us failure will give vent for the 
rising of extremism on both sides with 
,nev Hable emergence of a situation 
00 complicated to be controlled. US 
Wrests in the Middle East will be 
{JP 1 ® targets for extremist groups who 
, advantage of continued US 
^‘Uation and undecisiveness. 


Secondly: America and Israel make a 
wave mistake if they continue U 
H5 0n weakness and disunity 
f military arrogance will even- 
Arabs to lake collective 
Isi i ^K°,. con ^ ront *he humiliating Zion 
PlLw 1 le h ge and continued US ne- 
of the ’ r rights. In the mean- 
rest of the world is expected 
Lhp ■KSi IIM, . re understanding towards 
adamf> ■i < tS u * e ,s rael, backed by an 
lo L 1 JS .administration, coratinues 

8nort • ' cstlnlan rights. 

final stand will be 
the nature of the 
dim , moves and their outcome. 
'WimSSSlf ** e *pected to maintain 
peace treaty in the 


afta taraeD intransigence 

Mb Willingness to act. 



The convening or the I 7th session of the 
Palestine National Council ( PNC) in Am- 
man is the main topic tackled by The Arab 
Press this week. 

Al-Jazlra, a Saudi newspaper, says the 
holding of the PNC meeting is a reunion 
of the Palestinian family after more than 
a year of unjustified suspension. It notes 
that by agreeing to meet, Palestinian lead- 
ers lias in effect foiled a major conspiracy 
against Jhe cause of the Palestinian people 
and their legitimate rights. 

“The national will of the Palestinian 
people has triumphed again; the conspi- 
racy has been foiled and the disputes have 
been overcome," The Saudi paper re- 
marks. 

Okaz, another Saudi newspaper warns 
that the absence of a unified Palestinian 
decision, auded to the escalation of the 
Zionist offensive, could abort many of the 
achievements realized by the PLO throu- 
ghout stages of difficult struggle. 

It says Ihe Palestinian, need now lo un- 
ify their ranks, bolster the legitimacy of 
their leadership and come up with com- 
mon decisions in order to convince the 
world that their cause is one of national 
resistance and not an issue of rival fac- 
tions. 

Al-Thawra the Iraqi newspaper says the 
convening of the PNC session in Amman 
is a victory for the Palestinian legitimacy 



It further warns against the conse- 
quences of setting up another PLO or even 
threatening to do so because the liberation 
of Palestine can be accomplished through 
agreement among all PLO factions on the 
PLO unity and its armed struggle. 

Gulf Times, the Qatari English daily 
praises King Hussein’s proposal for a 
joint Jordanian- Palestinian initiative to 
solve the Middle East crisis. It expresses 
the hope that the proposal would meet 
positive Arab and Muslim response be- 
cause it is the only way lo realize Pales- 
tinian rights and break the present stale- 
mate. 



and the independent Palestinian decision. 

It expresses the hope that PNC mcro- 
bers would adopt decisive decisions enabl- 
ing the PLO to reactivate the Palestinian 
institutions and escalate the stnjSBta 
against Israel inside the occupied territo- 
ries. 

The Iraqi paper also calls on the PNC to 
take practical measures to safeguard tne 
Palestinian national unity and to foi J ® ny 
attempt to cause a split in the PLO ranks. 

Al-Raya 0 Qatar newspaper writes that 
the convening of the PNC session is a 
pan- Arab question of paramount impor- 
wnce because the PLO is Ihe s o e g l- 
mate representative of the Patas in an 
people and the Palestinian question is the 
most important Arab issue. It warns that 
any further crack in the Palestinian body 
can impede the liberation process when 
plots against PLO achievements are 

WI ‘ < ^AnouUet from the current Palestinian 
crisis cannot be reached by adopting hard- 
line positions but through an objective 
dialogue among the PLO s various fac 
lions Such dialogue must lake > 
side the PNC which is a form of Par 
liament in exile for the Palestinians, 
paper asserts. 


Jordanian Press 


The Jordanian newspapers welcome the 
holding of the PNC in Amman as a further 
step forwards consolidating the special 
Jordanian- Palestinian relations. 

Ad- Dust our daily writes that the politi- 
cal report submitted by the head of the 
PLO’s political department, Mr. Farouk 
Kaddoami has pointed to the importance 
of the Jordanian- Palestinian ties and the 
need to develop them in the interest of the 
two peoples. 

“These facts gain further significance 
when the report; which is an official 
Palestinian documents, asserts that the 
special relation? between the two peoples 
are dictated by geographic, demographic 
and political considerations,” Ad-Dustour 
remarks. 

It goes on to say that the consolidation 
of these special ties is a joint responsibil- 
ity fpr both people? who are bound by 
common destlney and aspirations who 
constitute one family living on both sides 
of the river. 


Al-Ra‘1 newspaper raises the question of 


a US- Israeli refusal of a joint Jordanian- 
Palcstinian initiative to solve the Middle 
East crisis. It says that if the US and Is- 
rael refuse the initiative. The Jordanians 
and Palestinians will resort lo other op- 
tions. 

“The initiative put forward by King 
Hussein lo the PNC does not mean capitu- 
lation but it Is rather an attempt to regain 
Arab rights through political means. The 
other options in the long struggle for 
freedom remain open to both sides all (he 
time," writes Al-Ra‘1. 

Israeli Press 

The Jerusalem- based Al-Shab com- 
ments on the PNC being held in Amman. 
“We request from the PNC to review the 
last twenty year’s event and develop- 
ments. and we do not request from them 
to look into the coming 20 years because 
this will be pathetic. We do not ask you to 
hold the coming session in Jerusalem be- 
cause our sons do not dream and we do 
not want our people to think that they 
were taken lightly. 

“We only hope for you to find someone 
to take you in your coming session be- 
cause you may find yourselves ir ting in 
Malta. Jerusalem is so clos** tv. you but 
still it is too far away. 

“We appeal lo you in t‘ rst place to 
get closer together and reach an 
agreement with our brothel- 1 Jordan on 
anything that may alleviate occupation 
and reinstate just rights to their owners." 

Haolant Haze reports that so far the offi- 
cial Israeli attitude was not to negotiate 
with the PLO despite the fact that there 
were incidents when Israel did contact the 
PLO on occasions like the ceasefire on the 
Lebanese border and the release of POWs. 

Now while the PNC is meeting in Am- 
man, the Israeli coalition government has 
to reconsider its stand towards the PLO 
and towards the international conference 
on Middle East peace, the paper adds. 

Koteret Rashit says that with the PNC 
meeting in Amman, the division inside 
the PLO has become a reality that will re- 
flect on the Palestinian national expres- 
sion Tor years to come. Through their 
superficial remarks, the Israeli officials 
are trying to prove that there is no differ- 
ence between Arafat camp and that of his 
adversaries 

The paper requests the Israeli prime 
minister to take a new Initiative to test 
the Jordanian- Pales Uni an intentions, and 
adds we wish very much to hear Peres 
agree to holding an international confer- 
ence In which all parties will take part in- 
cluding the PLO and the Soviet Union, 
without any preconditions. 

Meanwhile, Al-Quds comments that desp- 
ite all problems facing the holding of the 
17th session of the PNC, the meeting In 
Amman proved that Jerusalem and Am- 
man are not too far apart. The Pales- 
tinians In the occupied territories, for the 
first time in their lives, have been able to 
watch closely what Palestinian democracy 
and Palestinian legitimacy mean. 

We have noUced through the meetings 
In Amman that there is no difference be- 
tween the Chairman and the members and 
how the freedom of expression is secured. 
This situation made us believe that those 
who refused to go to Amman to lake part 
in the meetings were wrong. Why didn’t 
those who were concerned about division 
In the PLO attend? 


* i 
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Israel and the PNC 


HilACI IONS to l ie convening or the Palestine National Council 
K II ,n A . n ! ,1,an ll I ,s „ wuck Mild the new approaches that are being studied 
by the participants, reflect once more - and in a clear way the real and un- 
changing positions of the Israeli political parties and governments. 

The Israeli rejection of any contact with the PLO or with any other party 
on the rulure of the occupied Arab territories proves beyond doubt that all of 
Israel s so-called political, liberal or conservative, movements meet and 
agree on one thing -- one main thing — and that is their absolute refusal to 
£ni r pii«l 1C • pre ‘ l 1 9 , 67 wa , r boundaries, to accept the notion or an indepen- 
dent Palestinian slate and to freeze and then dismantle the lens of illegal 
settlements that various governments have built on the Arab lands violating 
the international laws and UN conventions. B 

It is wrong, in our opinion, to wait for the Palestinians to make comprom- 
ises and offer solutions which will damage their natural rights as a nation, 
it is wrong to expect major reconcilialory steps to be adopted by the PNC irf 
Amman as if the Palestinians are the ones who have the lands, the armies 
and arsenals and the settlements. It is naive also to think that the ball is in 
Mr Arafat s court and that he and his movement have the keys to easy and 
fast solutions to the Arab- Israeli conflict. y 

The world’s eyes should not focus on the PLO’s next move, but on Israel’s 
intransigence positions ever since it forced itself on this region's peoples 
and communities. The world should not forget that it is Israel that has vio- 
laled every single code, law or convention on earth and not the Palestinians. 
The world must not forget thaL it is Israel which occupied [and that did not 
belong to it. usurped the rights of whole nation and committed crimes that 
histoiy will never forget nor will the victims. 

The fact that peace is missing in the Middle East and that the rights of the 
Palestinians have not yet been restored does not mean that solutions are mis- 
sing or that the Palestinians and the Arabs are against peace. The fact is as 

S,fi« t f S the SU 1 and 1S Se ® n in Isra ° rs dall y and systematic uprooting of 
JS£5'£ a, “| ut * der ° ccu P atlon » the closure of their universities and their 
educational nstitutions and the blatant violations and rejections of all reso- 
lutions and laws made by the world's highest councils and courts. 

The PNC meeting in Amman is not expected to make concessions to Israel 
nor comprormse on its legitimate rights, but to reiterate its willingness to 
search for peace and restore the rights of their people. Israel on the other 

c?imei%nd% P g8re S sipL mUSt Sta " d the Wh ° le WOrld and tesli| V * «• 

Britain and the Unesco 


THE UNITED Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO), seems to be heading towards collapse or be run by the eastern 
bloc countries - and the Third World. Britain, which was instrumental in the 
setting up of this noble organisation, following the steps of the United 
States, has decided to pull out from it by the end of next year. The British 
decision is part of its austerity measures on overseas spending, but it in 
fact,, is. the result of the charges fra'med by the US of mismanagement and 
politicization of the organisation. 

' ' , . ‘i _ i ' * • • . i ; 

It is now doubtful, whether other European countries would also follow 
suits, as it is most likely to happen. In that event, the organisation which has 
been; constituted to construct defences of peace in the minds of men as 
Clement Attlee once said: would face either liquidation or emerge under, 
nourished... j 5 ; 

The presence of the developed nations in the UNESCO is not only vital 
because of 'their financial assistance but for their advanced technical and 
scientific co-operation.. The beneficiaries of their presenc 0 are the develoo- 
ing Third World rather than the developed and industrialised nations: Th- 
erefore, founders like Britain has the obligation to stay in the UNESCO at 
least for the sake of the Commonwealth countries which it heads!: 

Britain should, therefore , reconsider its decision and stay in the brgariisa* 
lion to get the reforms carried out and run the prestigious! organisation for 
the purposes it was constituted, instead of. quitting it just for manageable 
mismanagements. ' .- ! 
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Why keep the press out? 


By Star Staff Writer 

FOR A chain of unsatisfied reasons over 
200 journalists representing Jordanian, 
Arab and foreign media were not allowed 
Into the Palace of Culture on Thursday to 
cover the opening ceremony of the Pales- 
tine National Council (PNC). According 
to officials the auditorium was packed 
with representatives, guests and attending 
delegations and there were no room left In 
the hall to allow the press In. The result to 
many was catastrophic. 

We In the reporting business know very 
well what time means especially when cov- 
ering Important and historical events like 
the PNC session. Time Is even more Impor- 
tant for foreign press representatives who 
have to meet tight deadlines to file to their 
newspapers and TV stations and agencies 
around the world. This Is particularly an- 
noying to them when they already travelled 
.thousands of miles to cover this event and 
lhad arranged with their various media lo 
send their flies In accordance with the 
schedules and organizational plans that 
they were given by the PNC organizers be- 
fore hand. 

But when the reporters comply with such 
plans and prepare for what they came to 
Amman to do by following all the details. 


passing through all the security checki l 
and waiting in the cold for the ini* j 
moment when they will be allowed Into the I 
auditorium and then this doesn’t hapMi 
this they would have all the reasons tofeel 
angry and mad. 

It Is obvious that whoever was respoi- 
slble for organizing the seating pita, 
press arrangements and schedules did ntf 
do a good job of It. We realize that lid 
minute disruptions of such plus wort 
also disrupt other arrangements, bnt lUi 
could have been handled wisely by the or- 
ganizers if they reacted sooner and toll 
the press what was happening. Many 
would have stayed In their hotels cloa ts 
their telephones and re- adjusted their 
strategies accordingly, especially tin 
foreign press. But none of this happened 
Instead the media, once again had to In- 
proviso and find TV sets and radio trans- 
mitters to get the Information tbty 
wanted. 

What happened on Thursday is unfor- 
tunate and should not pass without offi- 
cials realizing how major was their blan- 
der and what damage they caused. Then 
Is no point In having this large convenUoi 
of journalists and not giving them tit 
chance to do what they came to Amman to 
do. 


letters . 


Fascism has no future 

To the editor: 

Mr Ah ”“ d Al-Anani's articl. "Tie price i 

ini ihlf M h ir a,ser ^? n that there is a Christian- Zionist conspiracy aiming at uprwj- 
f existence is very wrong and although Mr Anani may be entitled pri- 

have been 8 published ^ Iefs> Ws remarks, which are totally unjustified should not 

and “? vement to European fascism. Islam, Christianity 

animt% n ?<!L L fa i, th i J he ““IP"* their adherents are honest people, «£>* 
the fnr Sm and forms of fascism and who are ready sometimes to fig!* 1 
- SL 6- A* example, we can still remember the French comma*® 

^ ^Iled Isr aelis in battlefield with her PaJesthusncjJ 

intern Jtet»^S i8e r l r y of the Arab world is due to some extent to a combination® 
aoiSte hJVK, f he ,i Umted Stalea “ a big power, not as a Christian power- ^ 
SeSten and *ome Arab authoritarian regimes that are interested in 

Keeping the status quo in this area. 

Ana*? 1 resent vei Y much the gloomy remarksofMj 
humanity *5°®*? 1 belong to fascism, but to those who believe in 8^ 

n ? ,manity and people 0 f good will, may they be Muslims, Christians or Jews- 

; - MW.UI-S-J 

Destroying crops is a crime 

To the editor: * 

the 8ciedcc Md art of directing the flow of goods and services^ 
l T JW* Man y of th ® concepts and techniques emptojadjj 
" 1alcd “> social sclent *’ ^ 

JteSfenTlfrt 6 marketing results, there should be a well 

1 a ?. d P £ } u rt ^al policy. The recent destruction of our tomato crops (T . 


■ SS SSP ffSS&SS procedures! In aworld SSriS by 

; op? iWted^esSi!* m ° r ° c P ncerned aboul the preservation and conserv , 

' actjstolf a l cM 1 thatourfarmers ljave destroyed oiiir tomato ^ r ^j‘ u Jic«. 

: ^rSfuSu^ 1 ? 1 orr «ce for which they should be brought to J ^ 

6nly for tfa c act they have committed, but for : 

. " Bul i that floW'hs a natural and probable consequence Trom it- 

■. • i ; 1 .. . .. n.is. 


George 


N. Saigf 
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The Palestine 
National Council 
in Amman 

Greetings to Jerusalem! 

THE SEVENTEENTH session of the Palestine 
National Council is a significant and important one. 
That some of the Pales tni an groups did not attend was 
regrettable though it did not diminish its significance. 
It is the firsj council to be held in Jordan after the 
1970 clashes and thus can be viewed as a form of re- 
conciliation, a healing of the wound. It is also signifi- 
cant because of the circumstances under which it was 
held, what with the ouster of the Palestine Liberation 
Organization from the Lebanon and its feud with Sy- 
ria. 

The sight of Mr Yasser Arafat and other PLO lead- 
ers in Amman, seated next to King Hussein and other 
Jordanian officials ws also significant. For, under- 
neath there was an undercurrent of tension; tension 
not because of the stamp of approval of the reconcilia- 
tion that the council signified, but because of the mu- 
lual realization of both sides, indeed the whole world, 
of the implications of the meeting and the decisions 
that may emanate from it. 

The form was good, heartening and encouraging. 
Here were the Palestinian leaders, surrounded by 
their Jordanian and Arab brethren and many world 
dignitaries .and observers discussing and debating 
their affairs in a peaceful democratic fashion. After 
all this is the PLO, in Western eyes, a terror organiza- 
tion which according to them takes pleasure in 
violence for its own sake, not shooting or even shout- 
ing, but debating and balloting. 

Under the circumstances, what with these men col- 
lecting from the four corners of the globe, lacking the 
procedural niceties of well established institutional 
representative bodies, even the procedure was encou- 
raging. There was, here and there, some confusion, 
but there was debate and there was no violence. It was 
encouraging to see Shaikh Abdul Hamid Saeh, the old- 
man of the meeting being elected the Oldman of the 
Palestinians. 

Shaikh Saeh with his turban, following robes and 
white beard signifies all that is good in the Pales- 
tinians, indeed the Arabs. He is a good image that has 
substance and, while a charming man, he is an erud- 
ite, learned and intelligent person whose struggles for 
Palestine and Arab causes attest to a persevering na- 
ture. Under his guidance, personality, and image, the 
Palestine National Council will surely affect the re- 
conciliation of the now alienated Palestinians as well 
as the reconciliation of the Palestinians with others. 

| The form was good but the contend was also just as 
| important. Palestinian leaders listened to each other 
j to King Hussein debating momentous questions, 
i his was one of the rare moments in the life of the 
Arab nation where one of its major figures stands be- 
■S5? a group and offers his ideas for debate and con- 
sideration, not imposition. His speech was not a blue 
Print for action in as much as it was a working paper 
„ . discussion, elaboration and debate. It was 
. rtrugntforward thinking and logic devoid of rhetoric; 

statesman’s vision rather than a poet's dream. 

‘ jS -* 8 hoped that this significant. in it [alive by the King 
U [® ce i v * due consideration. This is one time that 
21 °j r Berests, and side issues should be aban- 
..£ ne P and attention focused on Palestine. It needs not 
w reiterated here that as far as the Israelis are 
I 22f ! 5 r ® c ^» the Palestine Question is finished and all 
8 left is w hat to do with the Palestinians or how 
io.no away with them. It is from this angle, this vant- 
W.^inti- that Mr Sharon and the American Israeli 

rUI 1 tlS*ol 1.1!.. « ... » . ... . M a r .L ilmir 


“s?. pointy that Mr Sharon and the American Israeli 
:,® dt J Ca l Action Committee (AIPAC), put forth their 
P ai indeed programme of action that “Jordan is 

& ® 5 t*np, ” a historical falsehood and demographic 
EWPhfc .distortion, just as the King Baid, the deci- 
may be postponed to future generations, but the 
■jL^wsiwiity. is and will always remain ours. The 


^IdneedTan 


answer. 
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“IT IS the worst famine in Afri- 
can history. Two vast bells of 
drought have spread across the 
continent, parching the land and 
starving its inhabitants. Nearly 
30 countries are officially listed 
as hungry and some of them, 
whole populations are in danger 
of extinction.” 

This is how the “Newsweek" 
of 26 November, 1984 sums up 
the terrible situation that has 
developed in the continent as the 
result of the immediate cause of 
lack of rainfall and of a very sev- 
ere drought that has hit a good 
part of the land. 

The two vast belts of this 
drought referred to above In the 
quotation from the “New- - 
sweek” include the one that 
swept the south-eastern stretch 
of African territory extending 
from Somalia down to Mozamb- 
ique; and the other is its coun- 
terpart that has hit a wide tract 
of the big African Sahara extend- 
ing from the western borders of 
Sudan through Chad in mid- 
Africa and westwards to include 
Mauritania on the Atlantic 
western- northerly coast, and 
taking in such belt bordering 
countries as Mali, the Niger and 
Bourkina Fasso formerly known 
as Upper Volta. 

Just to give some more details 
about the enormity of the famine 
of Africa, the same Issue of the 
“Newsweek” can help complete 
drawing the picture. According 
to this magazine's report almost 
the entire population of Mo- 
zambique — about 1 4 million — 
was on the move at this time of 
the year, searching for food. 
“From countless dead vill- 
ages,” dusty columns of lame 
gaunL Africans trudged through 
the bush, some of them already 
blinded by malnutrition and 
clinging to their neighbours,” 
says the “Newsweek.” Most of 


these wanderi ng people have 
been hungry for three years and 
have forgotten how it feels like 
to have a full belly. 

Around 200,000 have been 
killed by starvation and still 
many more are expected to die. 
In Ethiopia, no fewer than 
300,000 people have already 
perished. At Batia, in Ethiopia, 
there were around 3,000 before 
the UN sponsored relief- work 
aids came; on the first day it be- 
gan to pour into the village, the 
number of beneficiaries suddenly 
jumped to 1 5,000, and the next 
day there were 25,000 — all of 
them hungry. They are still ar- 
riving with new relief food- 
stuffs. 

In Mauritania, rainfall has be- 
come a forgotten luxury; more 
than throe quarters of the graz- 
ing land has become heaps or 
sand dunes, and 90 per cent of 
the livestock died off. Now it is 
the people's turn to begin perish- 
ing from hunger. Nothing can 
better sum up the revolting mis- 
ery of the whole situation than 
the words of Peter Onu, the Act- 
ing Secretary- General of the Or- 
ganization of African Unity. He 
says, “what we know is that 
millions of our people are starv- 
ing and hundreds of thousands 
are dying because we are no lon- 
ger able to provide our own sta- 
in words, the reaction to this 
disaster is best Illustrated by 
Tony Hall, an Ohio congressman 
who has returned from Ethiopia, 
where he eye-witnessed what is 
happening, “ft is unconscio- 
nable,” he said at a press con- 
ference, “that the people on the 
other side of the globe should die 
from starvation while mountains 
of food yes, literally mountains 
of food pile up in our silos and 
warehouses.” Such statements 
and others have stimulated other 
responsive reactions in actual 
quick rendered relief. 


In spite of political differ- 
ences, exchange of open or im- 
plicit accusations, criticism of 
privately supplied relief, defi- 
ciencies or distributions owing to 
corrupt routine procedures and 
to (he uncontrolability of such a 
tremendous task, and in spite of 
long-drawn arrangements to 
overcome difficulties of trans- 
port and steepness of road, the 
relief has generously been forth- 
coming into Ethiopia first from 
the USA and next the Soviet Un- 
ion — both countries forgetting 
their differences and vying with 
each other over the quantity of 
relief offered. 

Other hard hit African coun- 
tries are, by and by, receiving 
relief And aid. Yet, however 
highly efficient and plentiful the 
currently- provided relief work 
might be. it amounts to no more 
than a temporarily ameliorating 
measure of relief. The roots of 
the problem will always remain 
there unless radical measures 
are taken to stop the division of 
the world into the Rich North 
and Poor South. The whole fault 
lies at the door of the currently 
prevalent world economic sys- 
tem. 

In this way, even the agricul- 
turally exported mainstay of the 
developing country will no longer 
be a profitable affair. Complete 
dependence of the loan- receiving 
party both at the agricultural and 
industrial levels will settle in. 
Bankruptcy of the poor south 
country, which results from the 
whole process, will incapacitate 
that country from doing anything 
to settle its loans, or what is 
more important to improve its 
economy. 

Dependence increases, and no 
self- ability to face disasters shall 
exist. If anything is to be done lo 
help the southern many out, it is 
the establishment of a new world 
economic order. 




Memorandum 



Homo erectus and the PNC 


WHILE PNC members were busily rearranging 
what was left of the hundreds if not thousands of 
pieces pertaining to their cause in preparation for 
the new approach they will choose to follow In 
search of their rights, Chinese archaeologists dis- 
covered yet another missing piece in man's own 
jumbled history: Complete skeleton of homo er- 
ectus believed to be at least 200,000 years old. 

Now what is the significance of finding this an- 
cient “thing" that anthropologists like to describe 
as the early man who managed to stand on his feet 
and face the world walking erect, is the business of 
historians, anthropologists and archaeologists. But 
what concerns us here is the fact that while some 
men search for the path that will lead to a bettor 
future, other men are up to their knees in dirt and 
rubble looking for bones that might point to a for- 
gotten past, when such interesting primates man- 
aged to defy the rule and dared to stand up to the 
rest of the anthropoids. 

U is the man’s Inquisitivenes to look for answers 
that some may find unimportant or irrelevant to 
the present. But It is also a vital Indicator to socio- 
logists as they try to decipher man’s actions and 
activities and attempt to predict his next moves. 
Will the homo sapiens of today try to blow up the 
world or will they act like the lower anthropoids 
(apes and monkeys) in unison and according to an- 
cient traditions in keeping their species alive, 
strong and in power? 

A clever observer will see no contradiction be- 
tween PNC members reviewing the past exper- 
iences and bitter incidents and trying to establish a 


modern strategy, and anthropologists investigating 
an ape- like skull and involving themselves in 
heated discussions to determine whether it be- 
longed to. a “homo habilis, homo erectus or a 
Neanderthal man.” Both seek answers for hard 
questions and both are attempting to explain to us 
why things happened in the way they did. Both are 
trying to tell us something about our post, present 
and future. 

But one must say what he or she thinks as right 
or possibly valid. If not probably correct. For ds 
scientific circles in London, Paris and others are 
still debating whether “Australopithecus africa- 
nus” is the same as “Australopithecus robustus" 
or not, PNC members are also debating the merits 
of the Fez plan and the evils of 242. The result at 
the end is more questions — detailed ones this time 
and much different from the one that started it all 
in Greece thousands or years ago like ' ‘ Who am I 
and where did I come from?” — and many possible 
answers each having its own set of evidence and 
proofs. 

Does man today know more about his past, 
present and future than that of yesterday? Poss- 
ibly, maybe and why not Is my answer. I don’t 
think that our Chinese friend* will finish studying 
the piles of fossilized bones today or next week, 
but I wouldn't bet on clear-cut answers to come 
from them. As for the PNC they will not be ex- 
pected to answer on the origin of man or the Dar- 
winian theories. Their questions are harder since 
they are dealing with the living and not with those 
perished hundreds of millenniums ago. 
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A view . 

from 

America 


By l >a rt;t Adams Schmidt 


WASHINGTON — Since the Ba'athist 
Party look power in Baghdad in 1 96 8 Iraq 
has not been one of the United Stales' fa* 
vourite countries in the Middle East. 
Even before that, since revolutionaries 
overthrew (he monarchy in 1958 and 
turned Iraq against the anti-Soviet Bagh- 
dad Pact uniting Turkey. Iran and Iraq, 
this country based between (he Tigris and 
Euphrates rivers has seemed hostile to the 
United States. 

Baghdad fell out with the Kurds and 
beginning in 1962 fought a long bitter 
war against them. The Ba‘ alhisis came to 
terms with the Kurds for a while but fin- 
ally routed them in 1975. The United 
Stales, which had covertly helped the 
Kurds, was not pleased. 

Then came the Iraq- Iran war. The Ira- 
nians had certainly, been provocative and 
the United States, while no friend of 
Khomeini, was distressed. As this was 
dragged on inconclusively, it became ap- 

f iare nt to thoughtful persons in Wash- 
ngton that the threat about which the US 
had to worry was that of the fundamental- 
ist Muslims, the Shiah of Iran. Even 
though the war settled down to a cruel 
stalemate and there seemed little danger 
of an Iranian breakthrough, danger lurked 
in the Ayatollah's Ideology and aspira- 
tions. 

Iran's fundamentalists were hard, asce- 
tic, glorying in sacrifice and suffering. 
They despised Western civilization which 
they considered the foe of the Islamic way 
of life. Emancipation of women which 
seemed a virtue in the West was a sin to 
the fundamentalists. They banned alco- 
hol. They condemned what they consid- 
ered the sinful ways of the United States, 
and of the Soviet Union too. 


Iraq-US relations 
improve after 
a decade of 
hostility 

The extraordinary part of all this is that 
thinking on these lines began to catch on 
in other parts of the Arab world. Throu- 
ghout the Gulf, and in Saudi Arabia and 
other Arab countries, steps were taken to 
tighten up observance of Islamic religious 
rules. The Shiah, long regarded as a 
somewhat supine element in the popula- 
tions of Iraq. Kuwait. Saudi Arabia and 
the other Gulf stales, suddenly seemed a 
threat. 



w 

w 


.. 


Tarlq Aziz 


Iraq is probably not militarily threaten- 
ed any more. But it worries about Iranian 
fundamentalism and the Shiah. It is also 
worried about its economy, having spent 
most of its S35 million of reserves on the 
war. After first attempting bravely to 
carry on and even expand its development 
plans. Iraq discovered late in 198 2 and in 
1983 that it could not pay its bills. It had 
to turn ever more urgently to Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwait and others in the Gulf for 
help. It got about S30 billion, but then the 
donors began to jib. 

Iraq, which had proudly avoided bor- 
rowing in the past, obtained half a billion 
dollars worth of credit from European 
banks. It asked its creditors to wait. And 
at last it began talking about resuming 
with the United States the diplomatic rela- 
tions it had cut off in 1967 on the 
grounds that the United States was mili- 
tarily helping Israel. President Saddam 
Hussein said he was willing to resume re- 
lations with the United States after the el- 
ections. Not for love. Not for mutual re- 
gard. But for mutual interest. 

Meanwhile the United States was being 
helpful to Iraq. Last year it provided 
nearly SI billion in commodity credits to 
facilitate purchase of American agricultu- 
ral products. The Export- Import Bank de- 
cided to guarantee 85 per cent of a S570 
million oil pipeline to bring to the Red Sea 
via Jordan. And the United States sup- 
ported the UN Security Council in con- 
demning Iranian attacks on neutral oil 
shipping tankers in the Gulf. 

Iraq, which has a potential oil produc- 
tion second only to Saudi Arabia, had 
been cut off from its oil exports through 
the Gulf and through Syria. It had only 
one pipeline left, via Turkey to the Medit- 
erranean. Its oil revenues were down to 
less than it takes to finance the war 
against Iran. 

So the Iraqis needed help. On Monday, 
26 November, Iraq' s Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter and Foreign Minister Tariq Aziz came 
the Washington to meet Secretary of State 
George Shultz and President Ronald Rea- 
gan and to assert willingness to resume 
relations with the United States. 

The Importance of this move is more 
psychological than practical. It implies 
that Iraq is willing to collaborate with the 
moderates of the Middle East. Jordan. 
Saudi Arabia and Egypt. 



Who lurks behind? 


SQMKFhM^J THINKING of man's his- 
torical development in terms of human 
rights would create a sort of indescribable 
despair. Just think of the headache called 
South Africa and such repeated phrases 
as "solution of the question' > of Na- 
mibia'’ that are reminiscent of our Middle 
Eastern share of phrases like "until they 
(Palestinians) return to their homes and 
build up their independent state on their 
national soil," and many others. All such 
empty pieces of braggery are nowadays 
understood to mean nothing more than a 
trash. Neither Namibia got independence 
or self-determination nor has any Pales- 
tinian returned to build-up on his 
Rational soil whatever they say he would. 

. Those phrases happen to be the mode by 
the oppressors in this age for benumbing 
the senses of their victims. Believe it or 
not as you may wish. When our Arab 
great grandfathers deviated from the ideal 
message of Islam and started to behave 
like imperialists they must have also used 
similar phraseology to keep their victims 
stable enough until their turn came for 
slaughter, 

Now the British Empire to the United 
States of America holds the same mat- , 
ernal relationship as ancient Athens held 
lo ancient Rome. The Americans Imitate 
the British Empire's methods in the same 
way as the Roman walked in the footsteps 
of their Greek masters in the Mediterran- 
ean basin. 

Tho term "Biggest Powers" exactly 
corresponds to “Biggest Liars". South- 
Afric&n natives and Arabs alike shall have 
to live on smooth words until they are 
ready to fight oppressors in the true way 
that changes the history of man*, namely 
profuse sacrifice of blood where there 


shall be no calculation of results whatever 
they might be. t 

Neither the Arab-Islamic world nor the 
congregated pojwer of black Africans are 
short of crushing to extinction the exis- 
tence of the most reactionary regime of 
the small white minority In South Africa 
or the artificial society of so-called Israeli 
state Ini Palestine. But, when things come 
to a head, America establishes direct mi- 
litary bridges for alr-iifted weaponry and 
men to fight Arabs and Britain swallows 
all her hypocrite words and throwB away 
masks of broad humanity to defend Its ally 
of South Africa. 

AS for the other ally oj the Arabs, the 
Soviet Union would only turn hand to a 
place like Afghanistan. And each time a 
new morsel of Muslims is devoured by the 
Intransigent bear there Is an excuse for 
the offender. The Soviets most imper- 
tinently claim that it was Afghanistan that 
disturbed the water fountain. But those 
that have good memories well remember 
that East and West Turklstan, Aderbla- 
jan, the Caucasus and many previously- 
.Muslim states in strange coincidence had 
committed the very same offence of Af- 
. ghartistan. 

Now let those who speak be mad and 
those that listen to them be wise, as the 
Arabic proverb says. If Britain. France 
and the European community besides the 
United Slates of America and the whole 
Third World of Africa, South and Middle 
America and the whole of Asia are .against* 
the tiny three million Anglo- Dutch White 
minority in South Africa )}ow does it hap- 
pen that comparatively half advanced re- 
gion of three million can defy dll the 
blacks of Africa and aQ the world- wide 
nations. 


I wish the world took England by its 
word and declared a real state of siege on 
the intransigent minority of South African 
whites and coerced them to accept the 
minimum that is universally accepted as 
logical and human. The fact is clear as 
daylight that without British support In 
particular and some other formidable 
Western encouragement, the white min- 
ority in South Africa would have been less 
outspoken and more humble and humane. 
Yet, to say the truth, South- African ra- 
cialists are much needed as a camouflage 
for the unprecedented atrocities of Zionist 
Jews in Palestine. Hence Britain exploits 
its attitude towards South Africa to in- 
fluence Anglo-American relations in gen- 
eral. The African blacks are being sold to 
Israel, which means in other words the 
USA, in the same way that Palestinian 
Arabs were sold in the forties of this cen- 
tury to the Israelis. 


And yet they say the age of slavery is 
gone. Nevertheless slavery is by far less 
barbaric than the apartheid policies of the 
intruding minority of Europeans In South 
Africa and who is the real devil behind the 
vmole row. They, are they who have been 
advocating world peace and prosperity for 
dec ados. , And here lies the 
' ? 8 human.. No animal or in- 

sect would evdr preach something and do 
the contrary; but human beings do. But to 
where will all this hypocracy lead.lo7 To 
the destruction of human species. This 

tnS ln the , foreseeable fu- 

Ly* hut the offenders against world peace 


» ^^bt|-£ljSha rif 
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Harassment 
of West Bank 
universities 

THE SHOW of support for the Pales- 
tine National Council ( PNC) which was 
expressed by students at Bir Zeit Univ- 
ersity in the occupied West Bank led to 
an open confrontation with the Israeli 
niiiitary. It also resulted in the shoot- 
ing of one student and in injuring sev- 
eral others. But the most damaging 
outcome of this popular show of soli- 
darity is the decision by the Israeli au- 
thorities to close down Bir Zeit Univ- 
ersity indefinitely. 

Israel, it seems, is looking for the 
slightest pretext to impose more res- 
trictions on academic freedom in the 
West Bank. 

The closure of Bir Zeit University 
was only the last action in a systematic 
campaign by the Israeli military aut 
horities, which is intended in the final 
analysis, to deprive Palestinian youths 
from the opportunities of advancement 
and improvement which higher educa- 
tion offers. This Zionist campaign is 
also meant lo transform Palestinian 
youths into cheap labourers in Israeli 
farms and factories. Israel also real- 
izes that it is extremely difficult, if not 
down right impossible, to either de- 
ceive or defeat an enlightened popula- 
tion. 

The Israeli military ruler of the 
"Northern Sector" in occupied Pales- 
tine pul it more clearly when he said: 
"It was a mistake on our part lo grant 
Palestinian universities any permits to 
operate in the first place. " To make up 
for its "mistake", Israel is making 
life extremely difficult for Palestinian 
academic institutions. 

On his return from a seminar which 
was held in Abu- Dhabi to discuss iss- 
ues for promoting the operation of 
journalism departments in Arab univ- 
ersities, Dr. Safwan Al-Tai, co 
chairman of the Arab League told 
newsmen earlier this week that the 
Abu-Dhabi seminar focused Us alien 
tion on the conditions - of Arab univ- 
ersities In the West Bank, and called 
on world public opinion and inter 
national academic and democratic in 
stitutlons to pressure Israel into re- 
moving restrictions placed on academic 
life in the occupied West B'Sik and 
Gaza. Dr. AI- Tal made special ref- 
erence to the fact that faculty members 
in these Arab universities are always 
banned from participating in regional 
academic conferences which deprives 
them, naturally, from the opportuni- 
ties of exchanging opinion and knowl- 
edge with their counterparts in other 
Arab or regional universities. 

The closure of Bir Zeit University 
then, is only the latest and the most 
outrageous violation of academic 
freedom in the occupied territories, sir 
Zeit University in particular has been 
closed down several times during w* 
past few years. During the academu* 
year 1981-82 alone Bir Zeit University 
was closed down four times, one oi 
them lasted more than seven monins. 
AJ-Najah University in Nablus has 
been closed down for three monins 


ten been the scene of direct military 
aggression by some armed thugs irom 
neighbouring Zionist settlements, sev- 
eral students were killed and woundea 
two years ago when Zionist l unw J® 
hoodlums opened fire at students in 
their classrooms. And only last wees, 
the acting dean of the faculty of arise 
the Islamic University of Gaza was 
gunned down by “unknown anne 
men" While he was on his way nom 
after a busy day of activities^ 
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Finance , business & economy 


Waste water plants construction 
to commence next year 


Ibtisam Dababneh 

Star Staff Writer 

AMMAN — The 11 wastewater 
treatment plants to be built in 
several regions in Jordan in the 
next two years will double the 
use of wastewater used in the 
country’s agriculture, says Mr 
Saleh. Kilani, Director General of 
Water Authority (WA) in an 
ioltrview with The Star. 

Mr Kilani explained that the 
treated waste water will be used 
for forage crops and afforesta- 
tion projects in various governo* 
rates because they are the safest 
mys for using wastewater in 
Agriculture. The total cost of the 
II projects will be around JD 
25-30 million, one -third of this 
mil be met from the WA budget 
while the rest will be arranged 
from various sources such as US 
AO), World Bank and the Eu- 
ropean Economic Community 
(BEO, he added. 

Two wastewater treatment 
plant out of 1 1 to be built in the 
country are now under construc- 
tion; one in Aqaba and the other 
in IrNd. Designs for the Irbid 
phut were carried out by the 
American consulting firm, Wes- 
ton together with a local one. Mr 
Kllarai said that construction 
«wk on the Irbid plant began in 
the first quarter of 1984 by the 





0 . 



Saleh Kilani 

American firm Wallace with Mu- 
barak and Toukan as sub- contra- 
ctors. The work is expected to be 
completed by April 1986.. The 
Aqaba plant's designs and sup- 
ervision were given to a British 
firm Howard Humphreys in co- 
operation with a local Jordanian 
firm. Construction of this plant 
was started in early 1983 and is 
expected to be completed by May 
1985. 

Mr Kilani pointed out that de- 
signs for the other 9 plants have 
also been completed and two of 
these plants will be constructed 


Greek delegation calls 
on the Industry Minister 

H,. M T i,ll ^ r of Trade, Ai-Anani received in his office, 
ry and Tourism Dr Jawad Wednesday a 12-member Greek 


Swiss agrees on loan 


By Maha Zabaneh 

Star Staff Writer 

-- His Excellency Dr 
tot IPm-gier, vice president 
.Law. ? wl “ Confederation 
Min rter of Public Eco- 
held talks In Amman on 
Mth Jordanian Trade 
MlUstry officials. 
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priorities”. 

"We have a big Interest in 
going on with this bilateral 
relation. In the direction of a 
trade balance, we are going to 
Increase our imports from Jor- 
dan”, he pointed out. Dr 
Furgler explained that within 
the framework for the deve- 
lopment of trade, Switzerland 
has created a special section, 
Swiss Office for Development 
of Trade, to promote Imports 
from other countries. The 
Swiss government does not Im- 
port Jordanian Phosphate and 
Potash. The import of these 
products Is a part of the free 
market system through free 
enterprises, he said. Discuss- 
ions Included also the possi- 
bility of Importing Jordanian 
potash. 

He also added, "we are stu- 
dying the possibility of parti- 
cipating In the new projects In 
Jordan in the next Five Year 
Plan”. Also scholarships In 
the field of hotel management 
and tourism In addition to 
technical assistance to the 
Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS) will be offered by Swit- 
zerland, he said. 

Dr Fnrgler met with His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan later on Monday 
where they discussed means of 
Improving economic bilateral 
relations. 


one in Ba'qa and the other in 
Wadi Seer in 1985, by a joint 
venture between Howard Hum- 
phreys and Mubarak & Toukan. 
Two plants will be built in Ma‘ an 
and Tafileh for which designs 
were made by a Jordanian con- 
sulting firm "Arab Tech" and 
an American firm "CH2M 
Hill." 

For the proposed Madaba and 
Karak designs have been made 
by the Jordanian firm "CEC* 
and the American company 
"Black and Veech." The re- 
maining three plants will be con- 
structed at Mafraq, Ramtha and 
Kafranj'eh. Designs for these 
projects have been completed by 
an American firm "Engineering 
Science" and a local one "Jowzy 
and Partners" in a joint venture. 
Mr. Kilani said that tenders for 
construction of all these nine 
plants will be issued in early 
1985 and work is expected to be 
completed by the second half of 
1986. 

Another wastewater treatment 
plant on an area of 3000 dunum 
at Khirbet Samra with a total 
cost of JD 16,250,000 financed 
by the Water Authority, is now 
under construction. This plant 
will serve the whole city of Am- 
man and all its suburbs like 
Zarqa and Russiffa. 


trade delegalion currently on a 
visit to Jordan and discussed 
with them bi-lateral matters per- 
taining to trade co-operation be- 
tween the two countries. The 
delegation plans to meet the 
members of Amman Chamber of 
Industry today. 

There is a demand of nearly 
600-800 thousand tonnes of 

S hospbate ore per year in the 
reelt market according to an of- 
ficial at the Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company (JPMC). The of- 
ficial added that Jordan Phosph- 
ate Company hopes to fill 40 per 
cent share of the Greek imports 
from phosphate material in fu- 
ture, bringing the quantity of 
phosphate exports lo Greece lo 
250-300 tonnes per year. 

In 1985, Greece is expected to- 
import around 100,000 tonnes 
of Jordanian phosphate for a to- 
tal value of JD 1 ,600,000 which 
marks an increase of 48 per cent 
from the years 1983-1985. In 
1983 Greece imported only 
5 3, 200 tonnes of Jordanian pho- 
sphate. 82,200 tonnes out of 
100,000 tonnes of phosphate 
were exported to Greece until the 
end of November 1984. And the 
balance 18,000 tonnes will be 
exported in December 1984, the 
official added. 

The JPMC is at present export- 
ing phosphate to three Greek 
companies. 40,000 tonnes of 
phosphate was exported to Greek 
company Hellenic Chemical Pro- 
ducts for a total value of JD 
570,000, under an agreement 
signed between JPMC and the 
company in 1984. Another 
Greek company "Chemical In- 
dustries of Northern Greece” 
imported 52,000 tonnes of pho- 
sphate of top quality under an 
agreement signed with JPMC ln 
1982 and in 1984 JPMC signed 
another agreement with this 
company to export another 
50,000 tonnes of phosphate of 
top quality. 


Prices up 


By Mamdouh EI-Ghaly 
Star Financial Market Analyst 

SHARP FLUCTUATIONS characterised this week regarding 
prices. Despite the Fact that the daily handling volume was 
weak, the number of companies whose shares were handled 
were many. Prices are still going up for the 7th week in a 
row. 

December is expected lo provide guidelines on how the si- 
tuation .in 1 985 would be. On this basis many investors re- 
frain from selling and prefer to wail. 

During this week 775,000 shares at a market value of JD 
776,000 were handled divided among 1 000 contracts; a de- 
crease of 5.5 per cent compared to last week. 

The. daily handling average came to JD 155.000 with a 
deviation of 2 8 per cent or 5 . 6 of total around this average, 
thus indicating unstable handling. 

The shares of 7 2 companies were handled from which 31 
gained including: 

1- Rania Plastic Bags closing at JD 0.950 up from JD 0. 800 

2- Jordan- French Insurance at JD 2. 500 up from JD 2 210 

3- Arab International Hotels at JD 0.490 up from 0 440 

4- Petra Bank at JD 5. 500 up from JD 5.000 

5- Arab Seas Insurance at JD 2.800 up from JD 2.250 
23 companies lost including: 

1- ^Yarmouk Insurance closing at JD 1. 120 down from JD 

2- Islamic Bank at JD 2.600 down from JD 2. 840 

3- Petra Insurance at JD 0. 630 down from JD 0. 670 

4- Arab Development and Investments at JD 0.860 down 
from JD 0.900 

1 8 companies had no change in theJr share values. 

The Star index at closing time came to 2 6 3. 1 ; an increase 
of 4.3 points or 1.7 per cent increase. 

In the over-the-counter market, more than 215,000 
shares were handled at a market value of JD 88,000. 

Trading in the regular market wa$ distributed among the 
sector according to the following percentages: 

Sec*" . Market Last Week's 

share share 

39.296 3 8.7 96 

Industry 48. 1 96 52.7 96 

Services 8.2 95 3. IK 

Insurance 4 . 5 % • ss% 

Prominent firms whose shares were traded, by sector 
Banks (out of 21 traded) Share Share 

of sector of market 
I . Jordan Security Corp. 39. 2 96 15 4% 

3. National Bank 9.996 3.9% 

Industrials (out of 3 I traded) 

1. Arab Aluminium Ind. 24.2 96 1 1 7 % 

2. Jordan Cement Ind. 15.296 7 * 3 % 

3. South Cement 10. 6% $' \ % 

4. National Industries 6.6 96 3 2% 

5 . Jordan Petroleum Refinery 6 . 1 96 2 ! 9 % 

Services (out of 8 traded) 

1 . National Shipping Lines 25 . 4 96 2.1 % 

2. Jordan Electric Power 17.996 1 . 5 % 

Insurance ( out of 1 2 traded) 

1 . Jordan French Insurance 28.8% 1.3% 

2 . Jordan Insurance 28.4% 1.3% 

The weekly record 


Last Week's 
share 

38.7% 

52.7% 

3.1% 

5.5% 

by sector 


Share 

Share 

of sector 

of market 

39.2% 

15.4% 

11.1% 

4.4% 

9.996 

3.9% 

24.2% 

11.7% 

15.296 

7.3% 

10.6% 

5.1% 

6.696 

3.2% 

6.1 96 

2.9% 

25.4% 

2.1% 

17.9% 

1.5% 

28.8% 

1.3% 

28.4% 

1.3% 



E Companies with a price decrease 
C. The mean record figure 
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Banks & Finance 


Bahrain Agency grants 4 licences 

THE BAHRAIN Monetary Agency has awarded four new 
banking licences lo Bank Negara Indonesia, to Robert Flem- 
ing Holdings, a recognised UK bank, Robert Fleming In* 
vestment Management; to a US registered securities broker, 
Smith Barney Harris Up ham and to one of the largest Ja- 
panese commercial banks, Tokal Bank. 

Algeria's economy successful 

THE ALGERIAN policy of nationalisation, particularly in 
the fields of hydrocarbons, mines, heavy Industries, bank- 
ing and Insurance, seems to have worked for the couotry over 
the past ten years. 

75 X of the population cow receive electricity, compared to 
53 % eight years ago. 

In 1983, GDP Increased at 6.2X, a rate which has been 
maintained since the previous year, and despite difficulties 
due to bad weather conditions, agricultural production has 
increased In cereals, industrial crops and vegetables. 


l.oans 


$7 5m Euronote for Saudi company 

IN ORDER lo provide working capital for the Ahmad Hamad 
Algosalbl and Brothers trading group, the company Is seek- 
ing a $75 million Euronote facility. Banque Indosucz and 
Lloyds Bank International will jointly manage the facility, 
with the former acting as the Issuing and pricing agent and 
the latter as the facility agent. 

OPEC supports road plans 

BURUNDI AND Rwanda will be able to carry out road 
projects through interest-free loans totalling $10 million 
from the OPEC Fund for International Development. 

AGFUND grants 1.3 million for UN water 
projects 

THE ARAB Gulf Fund (AG FUNDI has approved $1.3 mill- 
ion for water supply systems In Mail and South Yemen, in 
support of the United Nations Development Programme. 
$8.8 oillllon has been earmarked for similar projects by the 
Fund. 


IFAD extends $ six million loan to Sudan 

• ROME (Opecna) — The International Fund for Agricultu- 
ral Development (IFAD) last week extended a $ six million 
loan to Sudan to help It complete a number of development 
projects. The loan agreement was signed by outgoing IFAD 
President Abdul Muhsin Al-Sudeary and the Sudanese Am- 
bassador here. 


Investment 


Kuwait stock exchange moves adversely af- 
fect Gulf companies 

THERE HAS been a sharp drop in stock values in Kuwait, 
since the new measures to remove over one-hundred compa- 
nies from the Kuwait Stock Exchange share dealing list. 

Eight Gulf companies, namely, Arab Iron and Steel, (Bah- 
rain); Bahrain International Bank; Bahrain Middle East 
Bank; Coast Investment and Development Company, (RasAL 
Khalmah, UAE); United Gulf Bank, (Bahrain); First Gulf 
Bank, (Alman, UAE); Arab General Investment Corpora- 
tion, (Dubai); and Petroleum Products Company, (AJroan), 
have been listed on the Kuwaiti Stock Exchange, as well as 
Kuwaiti Firms. 

The other firms, which were Involved with the unofficial 
stock market, Al-Manakh, have been asked to jostify their 
position, by providing details of their financial position and 
trading activities before being granted a possible listing on 
the only stock exchange now operating In Kuwait. 

Several companies, such as Sharjah cement, Fujelrah 
Cement and RAK Clinker, have had a reliable background, 
but are finding it difficult to hold on, when share prices 
have plummeted. The forecast for the present situation is 
that many companies will be forced offshore, probably to 
Bahrain. 

Egyptian Family takes largest share in Honse of Fraser. 

Alfayed Investment and Trust (UK), an Egyptian con- 
trolled group, has bought a 29.90% share 1 n House of Fraser 
and subsequently becomes the largest shareholder. 

Iraq to sign economic accord with Egypt 

• CAIRO (Opecna) — Later this month, Iraq and Egypt will 
sign their second economic co-operation accord in less than 
a year. 

Iraq signed a $70 million trade agreement with Egypt last 
year under which Cairo exports textiles, buses, drugs and 
cigarettes to Iraq, while Importing fertilizers, leather, wool 
and lighting equipment. 


Commentary 

Amman stock exchange will take off '{ 


PRICES AND turnover peaked in 
the Amman slock exchange dur- 
ing 1981 and the first five 
months of 1982 and plummeted 
badly in May and the first week 
of June 1982. For 30 months 
since, the stock exchange was 
experiencing yet new lows and 
moving from bad to worse — but 
will it recover? 

The volume of daily turnover, 
which used to exceed (he JD one 
million mark, is now running 
less than JD 1 50,000 in an aver- 
age day. 

The prevailing low prices make 
it very painful Tor stock holders 
(o sell, bccuusc that means a 
realised loss. After all. the 
prices may improve tomorrow, 
so why not wail? 

On the other hand the conti- 
nued decline of the prices fails, 
so far. to lure new buyers. It 
could be more wise to wait until 
the prices drop even lower. 

The Amman Stock Exchange, 
which was once thought to be a 
mine for overnight profits and 
easy money, proved to be as 
tough as any stock exchange in 
the world, capable of bringing 
the most sophisticated specula- 
tors down on their knees. 

The present lull in the finan- 
cial market reflects the economic 
slow-down and the grim expecta- 
tions in the whole area, espe- 
cially in the reduction of the 
Arab oil revenues and the natu- 
ral consequences in the form of 
cut-backs in Arab financial aid to 
Jordan and also in the shrinking 
size of the Arab markets avail- 
able to Jordanian exports of 
goods and services. 

Government extensive ex- 
penditure, support and indirect 
subsidies caused many Jordanian 
companies to prosper. That was 
made possible when the inflow of 
aid was sufficient. The sobering 
new circumstances call for a sort 
of re-adjustment, whereby both 
the government and the private 
sector will have to revaluate 


rri 


Souk al-Mauakh — prosperity of 
which did not affect Kuwaiti eco- 
nomy 

their positions and build a new 
more balanced and objective re- 
lationship. 

Will the present recession in 
the Amman stock exchange come 
to an end and iF so when? 

My guess is as good ( or as bad) 
as yours. The repetition of over- 
heated bullish buying, which 
pushed the prices up three years 
ago beyond reason is out of the 
question, but perhaps the prices 
are now loo low to justify fears 
of even lower prices. Many 
shares are selling below book va- 
lue. Prices bottomed off and 
shares of sound companies with 
efficient management will ad- 
vance sooner or later. 

The present mood is evidently 
not in favour of investing in 
shares, investors are more in- 
clined now lo bank deposits, 
dollars or real estate. However, 
the extremely cheap prices of the 
shares of sound companies will 
no doubt attract some investors 
and create stronger demand. 

It is true that some Jordanian 
companies suffered a financial 
set-back, having expanded to 
cater for the Iraqi market and 
then abrublly losing it; we can- 
not generalise. Many other com- 


panies are in good shape and ! 
have the potential to grow give ’ 
good returns and make a strong ■ 
come-back. 

There is no doubt that the 
stock exchange is, in a way a 
barometer reflecting the overall 
financial and economic atmos- 
phere. but this statement could 1 
not be accepted without qualifi- *■ 
cation. The prices in the slock •* 
exchange declined to almost 5(1 I 
per cent of the high level it I 
reached 30 months previous j 
The Jordanian economy in con- 
trast, continued to grow at a 
slower pace, but with no similar 
set-backs. 

If you are a dealer or broker in 
the market, you may like to 
think of the huge turnover and j 
rising prices of economic pro- i 
sperity, but from the national J 
point of view-, it is not important { 
whether or not shares change 
hands at any price. It does not j 
add or subtract to (he national 
investments. 

Sometimes the strong demand 
on shares reflects lack of other 
opportunities to invest savings, 
such as the activities and conse- 
quences of the Kuwaiti Al- 
Mnnukh market, the prosperity 
of which did not benefit the Ku- 
waiti economy nor reflected a 
real growth or prosperity until. as 
expected, it crashed. No one can 
claim that the rise and fall of the 
Manakh unofficial stock ex- 
change actually reflected the true 
state of affairs of the Kuwait 
economy. 

Relatively speaking the stock 
market is now cheap. The 
price /earning ratio is in the or- 
der of eight to nine instead of 
the usual fourteen lo seventeen 
and the yield is well above six 
per cent instead of the usual 
four. 

The financial indicators are 
ripe for a rally in the Jordanian 
slock exchange. The question is 
not if. but when, it will take 
place. 

Arab Business Beporl 


Banks bear the oil burden 


By Sajid Rizvi 
Compass News Features 

LONDON — The world’s worst 
vlsious of a financial crash 
brought on by Third World debt 
defaults caused by declining ex- 
port revenues, crop failures or 
chronic economic disease do not 
identify developing banks as a 
chief source of trouble. But the 
oil doldrums have changed that 
perspective. 

This is not to suggest that a 
crash Is Imminent, but Middle 
East bankers see Arab Banks as 
’’one of the most visible vic- 
tims,” as one financier put it, 
of declining oil revenues. 

Furthermore, the problems 
faced by Arab banks have a spill- 
over potential for the rest of the 
economies. 

Foremost among those prob- 
lems is a mountain of debts owed 
to Arab banks In the Gulf, the 
bulk of which may have to be 
written off, according to finan- 
cial analysts. 

Having enjoyed the relative se- 
curity oi plentiful oil revenues, 
with few. demands on expertise, 
the bunks now find the In- 
struments necessary to halt a 
drain of resources or to apply 
them usefully either do not exist 
or need refinement. 


The cause of all those troubles 
is not simply a cash crunch. 
’’But the fact that money fs short 
Is turning some banks inward,” 
said one banker. “This had to 
happen,” he said, “the expert- 
ise to handle crises Is not 
enough.” 

So a familiar problem, man- 
power expertise, threatens to re- 


bound on banks, particularly 
those In the Middle East. 

Asian banks are considered 
slightly better off, but they do 
not face the challenge of high vo- 
lume of transactions, as Arab 
banks do. 

Warnings about the dangers 
facing Arab banks, “first cou- 
sins” of the state oil Industries 
according to one banker, have 
come loud and clear. 

Abdel Latlf Benanl, general 
manager of Union de Banques 
Arabes et Francalses In Paris, 
wrote In the Arab Banker maga- 
zine In June that the Arab con- 
sortium and offshore banks' 
dependence on the money mar- 
kets — as opposed to a deposit 
base and domestic market — 

can make them vulnerable dur- 
ing periods of liquidity sque- 
eze,” as now. 

He believed the consortium 
banks particularly were favoured 
by the substantial balance of 
payments surpluses of the Arab 


countries and low competition 
from other emerging banks. 

“However, now that slgnlfl- 
cant adverse current 8CC0 ^ 
developments are occuring, 
Arab consortium banks risk sni* 
ferlng relatively strong W 
ercussions. " 

Kuwait’ s Oil and Finance Ro- 
ister, Sheikh All Khalifa « »■ 
bah, warned in a recent spwcb jJ 
the Arab Bankers Association i® 
London that the lack of **9®* 
could limit the Arab banks' 
paclty to tackle risks. 

Arab bankers say they 
poured millions of dollars 
training, yet acknowledge 1 ;* 
not enough was done dunpg 
sler times. Training pcwodjJ" 
the present austerity * on J -w 
puts constraints on the 
budgets. 

Having suffered from the ° 11 
squeeze, the Arab banks a e 
Injecting Into the Gulf ec ®JJJj Dg 
some of their penny; 
tendencies. One effec* : iJf 

backs, particularly ln . JJ r # 
clearly has been recession 8 ?' 
according to experts* • 

The uncertainty of th * ®[LjJrd 
ket means that th *- i J < jSi c ken 
trend may continue. The * A them* 
banks, therefore, 
selves playing an a ®)‘^' y -rfC ess 
catalyst In the unsavory P r 
of stagnation of some economic 
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finance 


Money 

making 

By Alan Shawn Feinstein 

A MONEY making opportun- 
ity: Have any old papers or 
documents signed by people 
Who lived many years ago? 

if those people are anyone 
fafnous, such as a former US 
president, leading scientist, 
etc., take them to any auto- 
graph dealer in your area or 
send a copy of them to a com- 
pany like American Collecti- 
bles, P O Box 57, Lewiston, 
NY 14092, to find out their 
north. 

Autograph dealers are very 
Interested in documents 
signed by famous people, 
though generally, not any oth- 
ers. However, if you have an 
old document or letter signed 
by someone you never heard 
of, who may not be even re- 
motely famous, It could still 
be worth money to you. . . . 

Just pick up your local tele- 
phone directory and find 
iame body with the last name 
of that person. And call him, 
telling him what you have. If 
the singer should happen to be 
ai ancestor of anyone you 
reach, you could be offered a 
handsome price for that do- 
caraent, as a family keep- 
sake. 

But, even If the people you 
reach can’t recall any rcla- 
lloDshlp with the singer, they 
ray still be willing lo pay for 
memorabilia like this from 
someone with the same last 
ume as theirs who lived many 
Jean ago, especially someone 
"om (he same state. 

It awakens thoughts about 
[Wr family name and what 
JiBdof people shared it. And, 
that singer could turn out to 
« 8 relative after all, after 
Jigging the memories of their 
Oilers. . . 

Anything old that it signed 
ub be of value to someone, 
somew here, who shares that 
]ytw» name. It's Just a case 
M finding who’ II pay a good 
mm for it. 

might even build a good 
JfJS" for yourself solid i- 
riL *? twa through a little 
Ji sfted > d In your dally 
UP * nd contacting people 
tkn« the same surnames as 
fJJJ ° n anythln * you’re of- 

TANT^iiSH ^ IMPOR. 
document YOU 


Ofilrrir^UW IF IT’S AN 
S*AL OR A COPY? 

Je »* Berrle, 77 Vic- 
cbiirm. Cranston 02910, 
eletv**? th e American So- 
lid a Industrial Security 
AmiS^rof the National 
miners 00 of foment Exa- 


OLD PHOTO- 
tK"® BEFORE 1891? 

Send ffiJS <,W ° rt ' 1 money- 

them and ?# descriptions of 
c«d.J ? n d ’ if possible, photo 
Leiden Gallery, 
iCk^f/ 1 *? 11 L“*. North- 
^I2-20 i In 0 8 d0062 (Tel. 

After exa- 

Jni u,d “ 

\ The Treasure Chest 



Dollar advances; 
gold price falls 

lo fall - ^ CUtS by A “ er,Ca11 banks * Go,d P r,ces continued 

Dealers said trading was light, but those investors active 
In the market seemed to think American interest rates had 
rcacbed about as low as they’re going for now. 

„ |P D Tuesday, a fresh round of interest rate cuts — led by 
Chase Manhattan, which dropped its prime rate to 11.25 
per cent — was accompanied by a modest dollar selloff in 
Europe. 

But a variety of factors, including oil price worries and 
concern for the slowdown In the American recovery and the 
yawning US trade deficit, came together in New York trad- 
ing, and the dollar rebounded. 

When trade opened in Europe Wednesday, the US currency 
was again riding high. 

People who believe the US inflation rate will remain low 
will be quite happy to stay in dollars, explained a dealer at 
the London office of Citibank. “If they can find an alterna- 
tive, I wish they’d let me know.” 

In Tokyo, where trading ends before Europe’s business 
day begins, the dollar slipped a fraction to close at 245.30 
Yen, compared with Tuesday' s 245.45. Later Wednesday in 
London, the dollar was quoted at 245.53 Yen. 

Other dollar rates at mld-raornlng, compared with late 
Tuesday; 

— 3.0730 West German Marks, up from 3.0555 

— 2.5303 Swiss Francs, up from 2.51925 

— 9.4135 French Francs, up from 9.3575 

— 3.4613 Dutch Guilders, up from 3.4455 

— 1, 901.50 Italian Lire, up from 1,892.75 

— 1.3236 Canadian Dollars, up from 1.3215 

The British Pouud, which has taken a beating amid reports 
that spot oil prices are slipping, lost another cent in value, 
ft was quoted at 1.1993 dollars, compared with 1.2090 
Tuesday. Lower petroleum prices cut into Britain's revenue 
from Its North Sea oilfields. 

Gold prices, which have been dropping steadily since early 
November, were again depressed to the dollar's strength. 

The metal opened in London at a bid price of 328.60 doll- 
ars a troy ounce, compard with late Tuesday’s 333.60. At 
mid- morning Wednesday, the city* s five major bullion deal- 
ers fixed a recommended price of 329.10 dollars. 

In Zurich, the bid price was 328.90 dollars, down from 
333. 25 late Tuesday. 

Earlier, In Hong Kong, gold fell 5.27 to close at a bid 
330.07. 

In New York Tuesday, gold fell 3.90 to close at 327.30. 

Silver was quoted In London Wednesday at a bid price of 
7.13 dollars a troy ounce, down from Tuesday’s 7.36. 


LONDON (AP) — Late gold 
prices (In US dollars per troy 
ounce) as on 28 November: 

London 333.60 bid 
Paris 333.76 fixed 
Frankfurt 300.34 Hxed 
Zurich 333.25 bid 
Hong Kong 335.34 bid 


Foreign Currency 


Dates Wednesday Thursday Friday Monday Tuesday 
Currency 

DM 3. 0067 3. 0008 3.021 3.0640 3. 0580 

FF 9.2265 9.2100 9.265 9.3820 9.3695 

Yen 244.750 243.45 245.03 245.70 245.45 


US $ against DM 


US $ against FF 



US $ against Yen 


246.00 

245.50 
245 

244.50 
244 

243.50 
243 




Dates 

Friday 

Monday 

Markets 



London 

341.50 

336.90 

Zurich 

341.70 

337.20 

Hong Kong 

342.97 

340.82 


333.60 

333.25 

335.340 


London 


BV'ffl Zurich 


llong Kong 


m 

• . H \ 




\-:m 


Friday 


Monday Tuesday 


Gold in 
Jordan 

AMMAN (Star) - Prices on 
Wednesday 28 November 
1984. were as follows: 

18 ct.. JD 3. 250 per gramme 
21 ct. JD 3.800 per gramme 
24 ct, . JD 4. 500 per gramme 
One kilogramme (9999) JD 
4.350.000 

Ounce.... JD 140.000 

Gold Sterling JD 31.500 

(Central Bank) 

Rashadj Pound — JD 27.500 
(seven gramme) 

Source: YouriF Abu Sara, 
Jewellers, Amman 


What Money Earns in Foreign Currencies 


Currency 

Period 

US 

DM 

SF 

FF 

D FIs 

Yen • 

Sterling 

Pound 

1 M 

8 13/16 

9 5/16 

4 1/4 

10 S/8 

5 5/8 

6 5/16 

9 3/4 

2 M 

8 15/16 

S 9/16 

5 

10 15/16 

5 3/4 

6 3/8 

9 3/4 

3 M 

9 1/8 

S 5/8 

5 

II 1/16 

5 13/16 

6 5/16 

9 3/4 

6 M 

9 7/16 

5 5/8 

4 15/16 

1! 3/8 

5 15/16 

6 5/ 1 6 

9 7/8 

9 M 

9 3/4. 

5 3/4 

4 15/16 

11 5/8 

( 

6 5/16 

. 9 7/8 

12 M 

10 

5 3/4 

4 15/16 

II 15/16 

6 1/16 

6 -jI 16 

9 7/8 

2 Yenrs 

II 1/8 

6 1/8 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

3 Yenrs 

II 1/2 

6 3/8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 Years 

II S/8 

6 3/4 

— 

— 

— ! 

— 

— 

5 Years 

11 7/8 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 


. ... iLqh 0 ffcr«d 01 Iht London Interbanh market on 27 November prior* cmtomcra. Commercial books end 

J* offer the now rate, leer ■ ur|l> of railing batmen I /32 of 1 X up to I / 2 of I X. Bat It nay boppeo that for 

"rVe de^ltT»« tanks msy take no margin or awn affer higher rata, (ban in London. Depending an each InstlUUw' . leads, 
mnlni can change significantly. 

Tht. Jerusalem Star - AI-DneUw wmiwi curled oat with the udrtiMe of Finance end Credit Corporation (Amman) and 
CAPITAL INTERNATIONAL (CYPRUS) . 
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business 



• EXTENSION OF water pipes and domestic Joints tn the 
central area. Tender documents are available upon payment 
of JD 100 from the Water Authority* a office. Closing date: 
4 December, 1984 

• Supply of: Cost of Tender 

documents 


86/84 Conveyors for loading and 

unloading gas cylinders. JD 10 

10/84 Pipe bending machine JD 5 

121/84 Fan belts JD 3 

122/84 Rock sand JD 2 

Details can be had from the Jordan Petroleum Refinery. 
Closing date 7 January 1985. 

• INSURANCE OF sedans and passenger cars for one year 
from I January 1985. Closing date 1 December 1984. 

• SUPPLY OF 2025 tonnes of kraft paper for manafactur- 
lng cement bags. Tender documents available from Jordan 
Paper Bags Company upon payment of JD 50 each. Closing 
date 10 December, 1984. 

• SUPPLY AND Installation of fire fighting equipment at 
warehouses In Ta filch. Tender documents are available from 
the Ministry of Supply upon payment of JD 5 each. Closing 
date: 10 December, 1984. 

• SETTING UP of a commercial project la Aqaba consisting 
of: 

1. Commercial center 

2. Closed central market building. 

Qualified contractors can have the pre- qualification forms 
from the Jordan-Gulf Investment Company's office. Closing 
date: 15 December, 3984. 


• Supply of — 

Fiberglass house 
Spareparts for 
computers 
Printed matters 
Coloured television 


Cost of tender 

documents 

JD 7 
JD 1 


Closing Date 

10 December 
1 December 

10 December 
10 December 
ID December 


Racks and iron angles JD2 10 December 

• THE ELECTRICITY Authority sources disclosed that It 
has generated 616,834,658 Kwh electricity daring the 
third quarter of this year compared to 527,246,151 Kwh 
generated during the same period last year — an Increase by 
17 per cent. The total generated power until September 
1984 came to 1,668,199,297 kw/hour compared to 
1,409,3.75,618 kw/hour during the same period last year 
— Indicating a growth rate of 18.4 per cent. 

• ASPHALTING OF town roads in Mathlntha Thalbam area. 
Tender documents are available from the rural council upon 
payment of JD 10 each. Closing date: 2 December, 1984. 

• IMPLEMENTATION OF central heating works In Amman 
area under the Ministry of Awqaf affairs. Offers will be ac- 
cepted until 1 December, 1984. 

• INSURANCE OF cars and other vehicles of the Arab Po- 
tash Company operating In Ghor at- Safi. Tender do- 
cuments can be bad from the office on payment of JD 20 
each. Closing date: 1J December, 1984. 

• INSURANCE OF Jordan University' s assets; buildings, 
supplies, equipment and vehicles. Closing date: 17 Decem- 
ber. 

• INSURANCE OF the Jordan Petroleum Refinery. Insu- 
rance companies to submit their prices for each type of Insu- 
rance. Tender documents can be had on payment of JD 5 
each, dosing date: 10 December. 

e SUPPLY OF iron pipes of size 24" din, 1500 metres for 
Water Authority. Tender documents are available from the 
office upon payment of JD 100 each. Godip date: 15 
December. 

a REQUIRE TECHNICAL services of local consultllng firms 
to prepare a study on rural and secondary roads network, for 
the Ministry of Public Works. Tender documents are avail- 
able upon payment of JD 50 each. Closing date: 8 Decem- 
ber. 

Middle East contracts 


British companies win Saudi 


contracts 


A DOBSON park Company, Richard Simon and Sons, has 
been awarded in SR 400,000 contract to supply equipment 


Nesma- Costal* Process Company Limited, the Saudi Ara- 
bian section of Costatn Process In Britain, has won the con- 
tract to construct a 50,000-annual ton capacity oil Mending 
plaint tn Jeddah. 

A Joint venture between Weir Westgarth Ltd, Daewoo 


ration of Seoul has won a desalination plant project from the 
Saline Water Conversion Corporation. 

British joint venture wins Iraqi contract 

• LONDON (Opecna) — The Iraqi housing organization baa 
awarded Mascon and Mlvan overseas of Northern Ireland, a 
British joint ventnre, a $13 million contract to build 1,000 
apartments In Baghdad. The project will be financed under a 
$349 million economic agreement signed last year -by the 
Iraqi aad British governments. 
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Interest ceiling: Good or 
bad for a country? 


By Robert Poullot 
Star Economy Analyst 

WHEN INTEREST rates are ad- 
ministered ( instead of simply be- 
ing monitored) in a country by 
the central banking authorities, 
it might appear to be beneficial 
to all class of citizens having to 
deal with banks. 

The general impression among 
the public is thal when a ceiling 
of say 9 per cent is imposed as a 
maximum rate that can be 
charged by banks, business is ea- 
sier and borrowers are better 
protected. 

This is only an illusion. In 
fact, the whole country might be 
loosing more growth opportuni- 
ties by putting an interest rate 
ceiling than allowing flexibility 
on the money market. Worse 
even, by introducing too many 
constraints in terms of interest, 
the State runs the risk of loosing 
more and more control on the 
directions and flows of domestic 
funds. The country becomes sud- 
denly more liquid, savers look 
desperately for new placements 
or investment opportunities and 
tend to transact increasingly out- 
side officially regulated chan- 
nels. Consumption can grow un- 
usually high and leaks multiply 
throughout the whole system in 
order to allow domestic capital 
to find greater opportunities 
abroad. 

The Governor of Jordan’s Cen- 
tral Bank, Mohammed Said Na- 
. bulsi, doesn’t agree with that 
and believes that had interest 
rates been free to fluctuate over 
the last few years especially 
under the influence of the dollar, 
many corporations would have 
suffered and the stock exchange 
would have been seriously hit. 

His underlying approach, at 
.least the way we perceive it, is 
that a small country like Jordan 
just cannot afford lifting all con- 
straints on the money and capital 
markets. If all savers had bad 
the opportunity to deposit their 
■ funds at 1 5 or 1 8 per cent inter- 
est, everybody would have 
stacked their money In the banks 
and no bond nor share could 
have found any taker. In short, 
the whole structure of the Jorda- 
nian financial theatre would be 
disrupted. 

Perhaps, but the New York 
stock exchange did not collapse 
when interest rates shot up. Ob- 
viously, most indexes receded 
but the equity market continued 
to grow, even at a slower pace. 
The bond market also lost steam 
during some time as interest 
rates moved higher but bond hol- 
ders did a fantastic killing when 
interest rates started falling. 


Our argument is that to grow 
stronger, both bond and equity 
markets must be exposed to the 
competition of the short term 
money markets (hence banking 
activities). If not, they will re- 
main artificial and run the risks 
of very eccentric ups and downs 
during particularly tense per- 
iods. 

Governor Nabulsi, who mind 
you is among the best central 
bankers of tbe Middle East, is 
convinced that Jordan must open 
up gradually and has demon- 
strated tbat since 1977, thanks 
to an impressive string of libera- 
lisation measures. However, the 
last stumbling block to a real dy- 
namic financial market in tbe 
kingdom is probably the interest 
rate ceiling policy. 

The case of Cyprus 

Take the case of Cyprus. Since 
1977 or thereabout, both the 
ministry of finance and the Cen- 
tral Bank have been desperately 
righting to lift the interest rate 
ceiling of 9 per cent. But to no 
avail. Each year, the minister of 
finance has gone back to par- 
liament to gel its approval to lib- 
eralise interest rates. 

Result: More and more funds 
are escaping the Island in search 
of better yields. Savers are 
simply dissatisfied with the si- 
tuation. Despite all the foreign 
exchange controls prevailing in 
Cyprus, funds .move to Greece, 
the United Kingdom, West Ger- 
many and North America. In 
Athens alone, hundreds and 
hundreds of apartments worth 
millions and millions of pounds 
have been purchased by Cy- 
priots. Odd as it may be when 
real estate is so attractive in Cy- 
prus, It means that the Island 
lost that much capital and is 
forced to attract more and more 
private investment by foreigners 
to keep its balance of payments 
straight. 

As for the other markets in 
Cyprus, such as the bond or equ- 
ity theatres, there is very little 
activity. So it remains difficult 
to assess the real casualties of an 
Interest rate ceiling policy. 

Surely enough, the Issue of 
Riba, (meaning ‘excess’) or 
interest Is a very sensitive point 
in a Muslim country due to the 


Islamic code of conduct Which 
bans the notion of capital remun- 
eration. However, so little 
research has actively been con- 
ducted by Arab central authori- 
ties on this subject that ar- 
guments for or against Riba have 
very little effect on the overall 
situation. 



It is clear thal Governor Na- 
bulsi’s task is not easy under 
those circumstances. But educa- 
tion and public relations could 
hardly harm in Jordan. 

For example, we stressed a 
few times the need to establish a 
securities and exchange commis- 
sion in Jordan to strengthen the 
quality and reliability of the Am- 
man Stock Exchange. But it 
might also be used to expand a 
small unit which already exists 
in Amman and includes the Cen- 
tral Bank and Ministry of Fin- 
ance. If such unit could be ex- 
panded to involve a dozen repre- 
sentatives of major financial In- 
stitutions, sit from time to time 
for public hearings on major ca- 
pital market topics and issue spe- 
cial studies as well as inviting ci- 
tizens to su6mit cases and re- 
quests, more people could be 
associated in the transformation 
of the Jordan financial scene: 

With such a forum in place, 
interest rate ceilings could be pu- . 
blicly debated and the discussion 
would certainly contribute to cla- 
rify the impact of the current po- 
licy. 

Governor Nabulsi may be right 
in saying that it would be too 
dangerous for Jordan to open up 
all doors and windows to -free, 
market forces. The kingdom 
depends too much on outside fac- 
tors for its industrial growth. 

However, the whole question 
is how much can Jordan liberal- 
ise? It is clear that industrial 
concerns which borrowed at 9 or : 
10 per cent will be affected. But- 
shouldn’t they bear the full cost 
and responsibility of borrowing 
vis-a-vis the savers? Several of 
those corporations which in- 
crease their indebtednesi over 
the last few ears are not profit- 
able. In that case should thsf 
have been allowed to borrow and 
if so, why should savers bail 
them out? 

Due to their linkage to the spe- 
cial drawing rights basket of cur- 
rencies (US doUar, DwW 


and Japanes Yen), rates on the 
Dinar should not be compared to 
US'dollar rates, but still, the di- 
nar has to stand on its own if 
country must go on growing ajj 
over- protecting the dinar win* 
stringent ceilings could only 
one thing: Harm the kingdom m 
the long run. 


Fall in Industrial production 

AMMAN (Star) -- Industrial production in Jordan fell by 3. 1 % from August to September of 
1984, increased by 8.4% from January to September 1 9 8 4 and increased by 21.5% from Sep- 
tember 1983 to September 1984, according to a report by the Central Bank of Jordan. Fl- 
owing are details of industrial sectors and their performance in 
above mentioned periods as calculated by The Star’s Central Bank analyst: 


ftoisc| 

Food products 
Cigarettes & matches 
Textiles & Clothing 
' Medicine 
Paints 

Chemical Detergents 
Cement 

Wood products , 
Electricity 
Shoes A leather 
Oil Refinery 
Phosphate 
Paper & cardboard ■ 


Assist- S«pt. 84 

Jan, Sept. 84 

Sept. 83— Sept. .84 

+51 . 1 % 

496.9% 

+126% 

-7.596 

-23.5% 

-13.6% 

-49% 

+32.3% 

+70.8% 

-8.6% 

+24. 1 % 

+110.7% 

-36.8% 

+5.4% 

-9.3% 

-29.1% 

+50.3 

+131.4% 

-15.6% 

-9.6% 

+17.1% 

+26.7% 

-26.9% 

-31.5% 

-5.1% 

+13,8% 

4-19.6% 

-22.3% 

20.1% 

-19.9% 

-6.6% 

-49% 

+4.5% 

-1.8% 

+6.6% 

+44.3% 

+10% 

+ 10.7% 

+28.8% 
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A. house that proclaims its 
existence to the world 


This week Josephine Zananirl continues her series on modern Jor- 
danian domestic architecture with an assessment of Bilal Ham- 
mad’s 1980 residence for Abdul Majid Mishal. 


ONE OF Amman’s most sophisticated 
villas, the Abdul Majid Mishal re- 
sidence designed by Bilal Hammad. 
rises quite imperiously down on Mak- 
lah Street. The dwelling, belonging 
to the monumental style, is an intri- 
guing study in creating duality; every 
facet of the house has a contrasting 
face. 

The residence, designed in 1980 by the 
^spectacled, cherubic Mr Hammad, 
proved an excellent opportunity to de- 
monstrate what he was capable of produc- 
ing. In his late twenties at the time, Bilal, 
a graduate of the Alexandria University, 
created a house which remains quite dif- 
ferent from anything constructed in Jor- 
dan.' 

As he himself says, the villa is a 
statement' or ’monument*. It does not 
wile against the landscape but rather 
rues and proclaims its existence. How- 
ever unlike other monumental houses 
constructed here, the Mishal residence is 
in impeccable taste; it is sophisticated yet 
realistic, powerful but still graceful. 




Infinitely In the monu^ntgl style 

Hammad started the design, 
n 8 ul ar I ty of the lot naturally af- 
o the concept of the dwelling and in 
{■hi Perfect the theme, a small 
'BnciQsed balcony was added on the 
tSLn.j. Surprisingly the rectangular 
djs&ppears immediately one 
s the house, and one of height and 
m become dominant. 

emphasized by the stone dl- 
klvM s P lils thB house into 

^ iiRiri ei ? st ^ wlse * Asleep, narrow flight 

(ttoh as i J/^? rsiT1B the stone wall also 
."voisizes this OerKnentiva ArtH turfliigo. 


$ *hj? perspective. And because 
fctimu?*! Iving area is composed of 
length tS 1, the windows run full wall 
«or*e **2?*, maxi mum light and of 

«a» ful vi8la « he, * hl ' A 
fiCcefiini i® h i mne y, sloping gracefully 
^Plton,, 10 ® 0 ^°° r also Induces this per- 

^rv appearance of the dwelling 
are unw!„ ? ne °f introversion. Wails 
cited oniv n ty windows which are lo- 
ft 8E J°« Ine building's corners and 
it J r ? y recessed. The appearance 
iajtr J r iJ n . Introspective house, whose 
I ^“enti-vih 8 Unlui owable. Once again. 
Mediate ni . opposite impression Is im* 
fted dir*??' 1 l OCU * is no1 inwaf d hut de- 
^hieiri r y b ? ck outwards. The effect 
H>ice ani’h 81 : ^ by the alreaci y feeling 
jftly fchK iSW* plus the use of daz- 

• f hc nonTdivi J j and lhc pure wh ite ° r 

OnsTl - ln8 WalL 

^cn to'fe 81 a PP roa ch to design has 
^ WctSL V0 TO eB t0 the initial square 
, form. . The Mishal re- 


£P*«i 


sidence is actually the reverse of this 
process. Starting with a rectangle Mr 
Hammad carved blocks out of it, namely 
the four ends of the window recesses and 
the void of the front door in the middle of 
the house. In the simplicity of the design 
shape lies the sleek sophistication of the 
dwelling and throughout the house no 
line, wall, or space is permitted to intrude 
beyond its function. 

Simplicity 

The house layout continues the theme 
of simplicity and sophistication. The front 
entry is imposing and impressive. Dark 
wooden doors are recessed several feet 
into the house and the void continues onto 
the upper level as a small operatic bal- 
cony. 

Entry to the house Is spectacular. On 
the left a large formal seating area, on tbe 
right and slightly elevated the Informal 
living room. At the rear of both rooms is 
the neatly worked natural stone wall 
which introduce both light and texture to 
the rooms. 

The formal salon is large and luxurious; 
the informal area is dominated primarily 
by the long corner windows and the ex- 
tended stone chimney. The two salons are 
united by the stone wall and the continued 
use of an extremely exotic pink and brown 
Spanish marble floor tiling. 

An arch leads from the formal sitting 
room to a spacious dining room on the 
other side of the dividing wait. Running 
parallel with the formal salon but behind 
the wall are the storage room and kitchen, 
which can also be reached from the infor- 
mal sitting area. 

The same doorway leads to a charming 
oriental room. Cleverly, the low couch 
curves with the room’s shape and the fur- 
nishing blend with the floor coverings. 
Access to the upper level is via a steep 
glossy white stair well running on either 
side of the stone dividing wall. The bal- 
cony on Use upper floor allows a magnifi- 
cent downwards view of the Informal sit- 
ting area. 

Stately 

The first section off the landing is a 
stately bedroom suite. Adjacent to (his. 
the master bedroom, which could be the 
most luxurious in Amman. Included in su- 
ite is a small dainty salon, behind this the 
bathroom furnished with extremely ex- 
pensive classical equipment. The bedroom 
area itself is large and has access to two 
balconies. The First the void above the 
front door and on the opposite side, to the 
semi enclosed balcony at the end of the 
house. 

Mr. Hammad believes that such balco- 
nies should be a welcome addition to Am- 
man homes where the open air is pleasant 
in the evening although often coldly brac- 
ing after some time. . 

Tbe basement houses services and a 
well turned out self-contained flat. The 
terracing and external balcony complete 
the overall picture of a well designed 
villa. 

The Mishals obviously enjoy their home 
and have furnished it mainly with classi- 
cal Spanish pieces. The only alteration 
Mrs Mishal would make is a slight in- 
crease in the size of the bathrooms. 

For Mr. Hammad, one of Amman's 
most successful younger architects the 
house was obviously a satisfying exper- 
ience; even when browsing through it 
four years later he describes it lovingly 
and touches walls and fixtures fondly. 

The house's simplicity is rare In Jordan 
where all to often buildings are clulterea 
with arches, swirls and box like profu- 
sfons. With its clear refined lines, the 
Mishal residence wM a, 1 ^? 8 
of the most sophisticated villas in Am 

man. 

Photo* Pan Deagberly 
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fiy Pam Dougherty 

PROBLEMS AND POSSIBILITIES in 
the management of human set- 
tlements will be coming under scru- 
tiny in Amman in the coming two 
years. Mr. Nicholas Yu of the United 
Nations Centre for Human Set- 
tlements (Habitat) has been in Am- 
man for the past week to organise the 
establishment of a regional centre for 
manpower development and training 
in projects related to human set- 
tlement. 

In an interview with The Star Mr. Sha- 
flq Zawaldeh, Director-General of the 
Housing Corporation Bald that the centre 
is to be located In the Housing Corpora- 
tion and will serve the needs of all Arab 
countries. The centre's first job will be to 
define just what each country actually 
needs in the way of manpower training 
for the satisfactory running of urban and 
rural development schemes. 

Once this is arranged the centre will or- 
ganise two five to six week seminars each 
year to tackle such Issues as the long-term 
maintenance of housing projects, the re- 
lationship between residents and munici- 
pality and between new communities and 
their surrounding communities and the 
social problems of residents in newly esta- 
blished residential projects. Mr. Za- 
waidch explained that any new community 
creates environmental problems and these 
must be dealt with. 

Lecturers for the seminars will be 
drawn from Habitat and from Jordan. The 
Housing Corporation will be co-operating 
with the Ministry of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment, the Univ- 
ersities, and the Amman Municipality to 

e rovide suitable Jordanian contributes. 
Ir. Zawaldeh emphasized that the centre 
will deal with the management of already 
established housing programmes and not 
with questions of how to Increase the 
number. 

Jordan volunteered a site for the centre 
and 5100,000 towards its establishment 
costs because the authorities here believe 
that the project offers advantages for both 
Jordan and its Arab neighbours. On the 
Jordanian side the knowledge of those in- 
volved In the housing field will be en- 
riched by the seminars, the exchange of 
ideas and the contacts with others in the 
field. Arab participants in the seminars 
will enjoy the same benefits with the ad- ' 
ded benefit the convenience of Jordan's 
location and facilities. 

One problem the new centre will not 
tackle, however, is that of Increasing the 
number of available housing units al- 
though this is an enduring problem in all 
the Arab states. 

Mr Zawaldeh considers that In its fif- 


teen years of existence the Housing Cor- 
poration has done well In providing 
houses for its target group, those in the 


20-40 per cent lowest income bracket. 
The HC uses finance from the Housing 
and Central Banks to build housing units 
on government land and then sells them at 
moderate prices to low income earners. 


At present It has a major project under- 
way at Abu Nuseir, plans for another 
large estate at the Queen Alia Inter- 


national Airport and a number of smaller 
projects throughout Jordan. 

But Mr Zawaldeh Is quick to point out 
that beoause of financial constraints, the 
corporation has no chance of building the 
number of house needed by Jordanians. It 
has estimated that 15,000 to 18,000 un- 
its are needed per year and the HC can at 
best hope to provide 3,000 units per year. 
Mr Zawaldeh says he can see no solution 
to this problem at present. 

Of the other Arab countries, Mr. Za- 
waldeh says Tunisia seems to be having 
the greatest success in coping with its 
housing needs. There the task of housing 
is shared between the private and public 
sectors. The public sector concentrates on 
slum renewal work while the private sec- 
tor takes on the work of building mainly 
high rise appartments for middle and up- 
per olsst families. 
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Workbegins on new Aqaba power station 
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Designers Impression of Aqaba Thermal Power Station. 
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mte pump 


BOILER Ttto WAVER 


Design supplied by the 
JORDAN 

HEATERS * ’ BCR Eft PIMP ELECTRICITY 

-AUTHORITY 


Getting down to details 


ONCE THE Aqaba station Is actually 
working each steam generator In the 
first stage will be fired with heavy fuel 
oil and will be of the pressorized fur- 
nace type designed to supply steam to a 
tandem compound double flow turbine 
generator operating at 141.6 kg/cnbfe 
metre abs pressure and main / reheat 
temperatures of 538 °C/ 538*C. 

Tbe bolter, turbine/ generator nnlt 
and auxiliary systems will be designed 
so that approximately five per cent ad- 
ditional output can be achieved with 
the turbine at valves wide open (VWO), 
normal:. throttle pressure conditions. 
The turbine back pressure Is based on a 
maximum Inlet coo 11 tag water tempera- 
ture of 2.8*0 (82.4*F). 

The cycle will coaslst of seven 
feedwater heaters Including -a -deaer- 
ator and two high pressure heaters. At 
fnlL load, one 100 per capt capacity 
condensate pump will take suction from 
(he Condenser hot will and discharge to 
the deaerator Vis the low pressure (LP) 
heaters. Two of three available 50 per 
cent capacity boiler feed' pumps will 
take suction from the deaerator storage 
tank and discharge to tbe boiler eco- 
nomizer via the high pressure beaters 
(HP). A by-pass system will be pro- 
vided for the heaters. 

The steam will flow from the steam 
enerator superheater outlet to the 
:igh- pressure (HP) turbine. After ex- 


pansion through the HP turbine, the 
steam will be returned to the boilers, 
rebooted and then admitted to the 
intermediate jpressure (IP) turbine. 
This turbine then exhausts to the dou- 
ble flow LP turbine which exhausts Into 
the condenser where the steam will con- 
dense and collect In the condenser hot 
well. 

Extraction steam for feewater heat- 
ing will be taken from various polits In 
the turbine cycle such as the cold 
reheat steam line and IP and LP tur- 
bines. Condensed extraction steam 
from the HP heaters will be cascaded to 
the deaerator. The LP heater drains 
. will be cascaded to the condenser. 

The condenser cooling system will be 
of the once- through type, nslnfc water 
from the Qiilf of Aqaba. A recovery 
turbine will be installed la the conden- 
ser cooling water discharge system with 
expected generation of 2408 KW. 

Electrical generators will be rated 
160.5 MVA, 50 Hz, 3000 RPM with a 


.85 pdwer factor. Generator Output 
_ up to 132 KV 

transmission lines to the City of 


voltage will be stepped un to 132 


f 


Aqaba, 2-132 KV fines to the north 
terminating in Amman and two feeders 
to a JEA 132/33 KV stepdown substa- 
tion at the plant. Power will be also de- 
livered to Amount over two 400 KV 
lines operating .initially, at 132 KV. 
Room for four additional 132 KV cir- 
cuits Is included In the switchyard. 


Energy saving will be 25 per cent 


By Pam Dougherty 
Star Staff Writer 


WORK ON the first phase of Jordan’s 
major new thermal power station at 
Aqaba is underway and progressing 
well, says project manager Abdul Wa- 
hab Zubi of the Jordan Electricity 
Authority. 

The Aqaba Thermal Power Station will 
initially consist of two 1 30 MW units and 
will have provision for expansion to an 
ultimate capacity of approximately 1540 
MW. Tbe cost of the first stage or the 
project is approximately JD 76. 5 million. 

In an interview with The Star Mr Zubi 
said that the siting the plant at Aqaba 
should act a major boost to the industrial 
development of southern Jordan region 
and bring a big increase in job possibili- 
ties. In addition to this the availability of 
sea water for cooling at the plant means 
that the Aqaba station will be able to enjoy 
a fuel saving of twenty five per cent com- 
pared with the Hussein power station at 
Zerqa. 

The Aqaba location has a further ad- 
vantage in that fuel for the station can be 
delivered conveniently via Aqaba port. 
The oil will be imported by ocean going 
tankers, unloaded at the Jordan Fertiliser 
Industry Company 1 s wharf and pumped to 
the station through an 1 8 inch pipeline. 
The power station storage tanks will have 
a capacity of about 130,000 cubic me- 
tres, sufficient for ninety days of opera- 
tion. 

Mr. Zubi explained that all fresh water 
requirements for the plant including 
boiler water make up, potable water and 
land irrigation water will be supplied by 
pipeline from Qa’ Disk 

Seawater will be used to cool the water 
coming from the turbine outlet. 3 , 600 cu- 
bic metres of water per hour will be 
pumped to tbe main steam surface con- 
denser and to tbe closed cycle cooling 
water heat exchanger. The seawater will 
be pumped through two 1 . 5 metre glass 
fibre pipes to an elevation of about 35 me- 
tres and then will return back to the Gulf 
through a two metre discharge pipe. 

A site survey and a marine study have 
been carried out to assess the environ- 
mental impact of the water use. To prot- 
ect the coral and the other aquatic life in 


the Gulf of Aqaba a special nozzle on the 
water outlet wilt diffuse the used coolins 
water which leaves the plant 10 degrees 
warmer than when it went in. 

To reduce the impact of chlorine on the 
aquatic systems a mechanical cleaning de- 
vice is included to control bifouling in the 
condenser tubes. Chlorine will be injected 



Mr Abdul Wahab Zubi 

to control bifouling in the remainder of 
the circulating water system only,lhus 
minimising its total use. The system will 
also be “shock" treated in order to main- 
tain US Environmental Agency water 
quality discharge criteria for residual 
chlorine. 

The contract for the Turbine Generator 
Island was awarded to Franco Tosi of 
Italy, the Boiler Island to Mitsubishi 
Heavy Industry of Japan, the Switchyard 
Island to Brown Boveri of Germany, the 
Civil Works to Mitsubishi /Fudo of Japan 
and the Fuel Oil Storage Tanks construc- 
tion to Sam Sung of South Korea. 

The design work for most elements has 
now been completed and construction has 
begun. The commercial operation of unit 
no. 1 has been set for 28 April 1986 ana 
for unit no. 2 for 2 8 August 1986. 


A look at the alternatives 

Fuel for a cheap future 


LARGE, SOPHISTICATED oil fired 
power stations are one approach the 
business of energy, but there are 
other ways of doing things. The resid- 
ues from crops could become an im- 
portant rural fuel source as other sup- 
plies of energy continue to dwindle. 
What’s more, there is a huge res- 
ervoir of potentially usuable energy. 

Farmers and researchers are already 
putting residues to work. For example, 
farmers In the midwesterri state of Iowa 
in the United Stateslenough corn cobs and 
corn stalks to meet all of that state's 
potential rural energy needs. And less 
than one kilogramme of corn' residue has 
enough energy to dry a bushel of corn. 

Engineers at a US Department of Agri- 
culture energy centre in the southern st- 
ate of Georgia are drying grain by burning 
cotton stalks, corn stalks and soybean re- 
sidue in a test furnace. The cotton stalks 
— because of their woody texture — burn 
longer and more efficiently than the other 
two residues tested.. 

At the University of Minnesota, resear- 
chers are burning corn residue to supply 
heat for turkey and ; pig housing facilities, 
as well as for grain drying. 

And more and more cotton gin opera- 
tors are also harvesting energy from cot- 
ton gin wastes, a cheap and- plentiful 
source. Raymond Miller, manager of a 


cotton gin company in the state of Art®”' 
sas, uses gin waste to dry cotton, an® "J 
seems to have the process down io ■ 
highly successful science. * ‘ In one year, 
he says, “we used 90 per cent less natu- 
ral gas to dry our cotton than we used w* 
fore we started burning trash." 

Such savings depend upon the type of 
furnace used for burning thejyasle in 
erials, and there are several different *u 
naces now on the market — develops 
just ftrf residue burning. 

A Georgia firm that specializes i in i cur- 
ing tobacco uses a furnace that is dfiS‘8 . 
to burn cotton stalks, corn stalks 
cobs, peanut- and soybean vines, or e 
sawdust. 

But burning is not the only way to hanr 
;est energy froth crop leftovers. Two . 
ersity of Arkansas engineers are [ lon 
heat production from composting i 
gin trash. The heat comes from 
Fermentation (microbial decompos \ ow 
which begins when water is added i 
trash. 

Gin trash begins decomposing almM 
immediately after water is apph a h ' ours . 
puts out heat within six to eight 
What needs to be done is to establish ne 
rates for a given amount of nw j fl .\ 
Then that can be incorporated into “ 
sign of a building.. Composting corn 
heat a greenhouse in the winter. 
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•A Bedouin preparing bis fresh coffee’ ‘The Rababa player 1 


'Bedouin woman preparing bread' 


Artist captures the spirit of the people 


By Ersllia Moreno 

Spuciui to Tlic Star 

THOUGH HE now considers his art 
trork as a hobby, Armenian painter 
Jack Kaplanian whose work has been 
oo exhibition at the British Council 
this week relied on his talent to pay 
Tor his education as a child. During 
the war in 1948, his family fled Jer- 
usalem and sought refuge in Beth- 
lehem. Due to financial difficulties 
his father could not send the 1 4 year 
old Jack and his younger brother 
George to a good private school. 

The two boys then took it upon themsel- 
res to earn ihe tuition fees. As both of 
them were interested in art. they decided 
w paint tiles and suit them to tourists. Ku- 
Plawan did watercolour portr- 
J.J , and bis 12 year old brother 
landscapes. His uncle wus very 
influential in the art world at the lime. 

My jamily, especially my mother's side, 
“ lull or artists," he says. Mis mlolc- 
H" was , further enriched by u leaching 
“Whcr at his school who painted frescoes 


and by a neighbour who played classical 
music. Kaplanian however did not set out 
to pursue fine art as an adult career. He 
went to Paris to study “the art of hair- 
dressing," as he calls it. For, he says like 
any art. it requires creativity. However, 
he did not forget about painting while he 
was in France. He sought the company of 
artists, some of whom he still visits, and 
experimented with oils, watercolours, and 
pastels. Later he served for four years as 
the Royal hairdresser. 

He says he left hairdressing because he 
longed to return to painting and drawing. 
He went to Australia for a couple of years 
and there lie became involved in using dif- 
ferent colours. He says that the colours 
and scenery he saw were inspiring but as 
his talent lies in oriental style portraits 
(“I’m not a landscapist", he empha- 
sizes) that pay particular attention to tra- 
ditional dress Australia was not artisti- 
cally motivating for him and he returned 
to the Middle Gust. 

He held his first group exhibition in 
Jordan in 1969 and exhibited oil paint- 
ings. Since then Kaplanian has exhibited 
in other group exhibitions, but his current 


watercolour display at the British Council 
is his first solo show since he returned to 
art 15 years ago. 

Kaplanian says i( took him 30 years to 
master the medium of watercolour and 
master it he has. Kaplanian does what he 
does very well. He explains that waterco- 
lours are not as easy to use as they seem. 
One cannot be interrupted while working. 
Each specific part of the painting must be 
totally completed, otherwise it will be 
ruined. "You can’t rewet because (he col- 
our will not be the same," he says. 

All of his subjects are very familiar to 
the resident or tourist in the Jordan- 
Palestine area. For some pictures, such as 
that of the Bedouin from Petra, he sat 
with his subjects for many hours. Kapla- 
nian has captured the true spirit of his 
subject, who was preparing coffee, from 
the detailed red kafiyeh to the serene fa- 
cial expression. 

For others he had to sneak candid pho- 
tographs and then paint them later. 

There are beautiful paintings of Bedouin 
women making butter and bread, striking 
Palestinian women clad in the traditional 


dresses of Jerusalem. Bethlehem and 
Jaffa, scenes of the ancient streets of the 
Muslim quarter of Jerusalem, Bedouin 
from various Jordanian districts, the oc- 
casional beggar, and a Palestinian woman 
nursing her child. Each one capturing the 
exact likeness of its subject with simplic- 
ity and flair. 

Kaplanian lias also done some excellent 
pastel drawings of a boy from Madabai 
and an Egyptian woman from the Sinai 
Desert. 

Kaplanian' s paintings arc ail very rea- 
sonably priced, ranging from JD 50 to JD 
100. “1 am an artist. I like to sell my 
work. I’ve priced the paintings especially 
for those who can't afford high prices and 
would like to own one of my paintings. I'd 
like people to have them in their homes." 
he says. 

Reproductions of his works in the form 
of cards are also available from book- 
shops. He will also have a new range of 
cards soon, with illustrations done in 
China ink. Jack Kaplanian 1 s exhibition at 
the British Council ends Thursday 29 
November. 
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Da‘ Seh challenges 
with a tragic world 

By Vanessa Batrouni 

Special to The Star 

DA’SEH’S meditations on 
Up !u . °5ty °f existence and man, 
of i£l Vot °f civilisation, are a series 
YieEr 80na reactions in which the 
must search for meanings. 

F/Vn^ . ltations are on show at the 

M h D^emtor Centre Until Wednes - 

t®feliiu. 8lven . in common signs and vi- 
oilatent „ 8 and tlie ®ye I s attacked by 
folk? nh < SS. 0l ! rs and violent shapes that 
Wltorin? ? B n the “nconscious without 
“° nn 8 answers. 

impression is one of a tra- 
EZii?* 8 Prognosis pessimistic, for 
foiS a!. 8 - f ao *e but recognisable human 
down-. ^e. cendagedi bandaged, trodden 
by forces greater than 
ikrS.™ 8 . ca V8htupinr -- 


. °y forces greater than 

® 1 i8ihlSfnrt Ca ^ 8ht up ,n a world °f barbed 
- boundaries and red tape. 

lavJWjjijes forms and lines that be- 
tteaUn? Pendently with identifiables thus 
world ratt? a , ported malformed inner 
M foct Tuff *? a n one that is purely ab- 
i® 0X1 inner world of 
i s J and ponderables we are 
; not a world outside the 

T iWstpd by Ihe wormy, mi- 
*ad tlf 68, the a B® n spatial fi I* 


-nts ‘ oe a«en spatial ei- 

!*■ ftfojur “? J ™ %' accompanying * ■ frame" 
Njlci'.jip \Tame within a frame that 
i |(.is “- .- d ® iv i n8 inwards. 

,%s f to paint elusive impress- 
HhSjjj? ideas of such a high or- 

'.%S2^ : ' ta9k,es his * ub i ccts l Jke a 


composer- he taken an image, the human 
body, distorts it to make his own peculiar 
sound, then groups it together with other 
bodies, covers the canvas with them in an 
oddly rhythmnic way or shifts the balance 
right left or centre. 

The images, together with other signs 
and symbols float freely in a world with- 
out gravity, flotsam at the mercy of fate. 
A sense of fatalism and victimisation is 
engineered through the heavy mascara 
lines. 

Thick and powerful they outline the on- 
omalapaeic shapes, trap them, pierce 
them, split the canvas surface like a ch- 
asm or generally disrupt the rhytmnic 
flow, rupturing the picture into segments. 
Use is made of ornamental areas of scrat- 
chy crescents and calligraphy — pieces of 
reality pieced together into a dreamlike 
absurdity that hurts the eye and allows us 
to feel the painting rather then see It. 

How successful Hussein is in penetrat- 
ing our senses depends on the individual. 
Hussein though doesn’t muddle the can- 
vas. He uses Chinese ink and pastel and 
the images are simplified, and in some 
paintings reduced to the minimal. The 
paper itself at times lending its character 
to the composition, for example .the holes 
of file paper are incorporated into three 
pen and ink drawings. This economy, 
along with empty, one colour ^ a ®^°“ nd ! 
thrusts the pictorial message forward to 

stand like a ward alone on a p ? 8e ' '? ai K 8 
to be decoded. Although at times techn- 
iqu? has been sacrificed to the subein 
the artist has made a serious effort m 
wha( * s a ver y difficult area. 



His Is a world of bondage aad barbed wire 


On the music scene. . . 


THE ROYAL CULTURAL Centre will 
be host to two classical music recitals 
this week. The first, sponsored by the 
Goethe Institute, will feature the Joa- 
chim Quartet in a programme of works 
by Beethoven, Haydn and Ravel. 
Concert hoiir Is 8; 00 pm on Sunday 2 
December, 

Tbe Joachim Quartet are one of Ger- 
maoy’s leading string ensem- 
bles, they won the German Mu- 
sic Competition in Bonn In 1978 and 


they have played regularly for German 
Radio. 

On Tuesday 4 December at 800 pm 
the Arts Festival Trio of Italy will 
present a recital of works by Telemann, 
Lollnl, Mollno and Beethoven. 

The trio, which consists of guitar 
and two violins, are noted for their 
original programmes ' and rauslcologlcal 
accuracy. Their visit to Amman has 
been sponsored by the Italian Embassy. 
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Concerts 

The Goelhe Institute presents a concert by the Joachim Quar- 
tet (String quiirlct) 

Sunday 2 December at 8. 00 pm at the Royal Cull ora I Centre 

The Italian Embassy presents a concert by the Arab Festival 
Trio (violin, viola and guitar) 

Exhibitions 

The French Cultural Centre presents 'Meditations* an exhibi- 
tion or paintings by Hussein Da'soh 

Continues until Wednesday S December 

The British Council presents an exhibition or watercolours by 

Jack KaplanKan. 

Ends Thursday 29 November. 

The Royal Cultural Centre presents an exhibition or Village 
scenes in pen and ink und oils by Salcli Abu Shinrfl. 

Continues until Thursday 6 December. 

Filins 

The French Cultural Centre presents ‘Lc Pelican* a 1973 
film, directed by Gerard Dlain mul starring Dominique Uavlx. 
Thursduy 29 November at 7.4 5 pm. 

The Goelhe Institute presents ' Chlncslsclics Roulette' a 1973 
film directed by R. W. Fassbinder and stnrring Alexander Ail- 
erson, Margit Carstensen, Andrea Schobcr and Anna Ka- 
rina. 

Wednesday 5 December at 8.00 pm. 

The British Council presents the film ' Privileged* a love 
story set in Oxford University 
Monduy 3 December at 7.00 pm. 

Tuesday 4 December at 8.00 pm. 

Lectures 

The American Centre of Oriental Research presents a lecture 
by Dr. Robert Boling on 'The Results of the Madaba Plains 
(Uniclrl) Survey: the 1984 season. 

Monday 3 December ul 6.30 pm at A.C.O. R. 

Ill co-operation with the Goethe Institute, the German Protes- 
tant Institute for the Archaeology of the Holy Lund presents a 
lecture by I)r. August Strobel on ‘The Star of the Messiah* 
{Historical background in Tor mul ion for understanding the 
Christian Christmas tradition). 

Tuesday 4 December at 7.30 pm at the Goelhe Institute. 
Bazaars 

The Friends of Liver Patients society is holding a fund raising 
bazaar at the Atnra Hotel. Goods on sale will include paint- 
ings, ceramics, artificial flowers, toys and games, hand- 
crafts, embroidery, food and Christmas cards. 

Saturday and Sunday I and 2 December from 10.30 am to 
6.00 pm. 

The Young Women's Muslim Association Is holding a Turkish 
charity bazaar al A1 Hussein Youth City. 

Sunday 2 and Monday 3 December from 11.00-1,00 pm and 
4.00-6.00 pm. 


Friends of Archaeology 

THE FRIENDS have n fairly quiet programme planned for 
December. There is only one field trip coming up and that will 
be to I lie Early Bronze Ago site of Umm llnmmnd esI-Sherqi 
in the Jordan Valley. 

Dr. Svond Holms who is conducting his second season of 
, work al (he site wilt lend the tour. Departure is (ho usual 
0.30 am from the DopiirLmenl of Antiquities Registration 
Centre but the Friends are planning to skip the customary pic- 
nic and be back in Amman by 1 .00 pm. • 

Lectures 

Our trips mny be sparso but loctures arc plentiful for the 
month. 

ACOR will be hosting two. on Monday 3 and Tuesday 1 1 
December at 6,30 pm. The firsl will be by ACOR NEtl fellow 
Drl Robert . Boling on 'The Results of the MadabU Plains 
(Umciri) Survey: the I 984 souse n*. Tito second lecture, on 
II December, will be by ACQR Shell Fellow, Mr. Brian Byrd 
on 'Jordan During I he Epi paleolithic und Early Neolithic Per- 
iods. 1 • 

Between these two lectures, on Tuesday 4 December at 
7.30 pm. there will be a lecture at tlio Goethe Institute. 
Speaker is Dr. August Strobel, Director of the German 
Protestant Institute in Jerusalem, and his subject is 'The Star 
of the Messiah 1 an introduction to ihc historic background of 
the Christmas tradition. 

The Friends of Archaeology Is a cultural, organization de- . 1 
voted to the promotion of nrcliaeology In Jordali. Anyone • 
Interested In learning more about the history and archaeology 
of: Jordan Is welcome to join. For further Information contact , 
Mrs, Theresa Wegellus, tel. 42467. 
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Just a few of (he traditional dresses of India 


• Dressed in her elegant sari, 
and with a lovely smile on her 
face, Mrs Manjula SantoshI, 
wife of the Indian Ambassador to 
Amman, stood al the door of her 
residence last Saturday to wel- 
come visitors id an Indian morn- 
ing. She held a plate with a 
lighted candle surrounded by 
flowers and moved it in circles 
before the visitor then marked 
their forehead with red powder 
in the traditional way of Indian 
greeting. 

A number of ladies from Ihc 
diplomatic corps along with 
other friends of Mrs Santoshi re- 
sponded to the mood of the 
greeting and were soon chatting 
happily to each other. Mrs San- 
toshi welcomed her guests a sec- 
ond lime and then spoke a little 
about India, the vast country 
with Its varied traditions. She 
said she wanted to introduce her 
guests to her country through 
one aspect of its rich history, 
that is by showing the costumes 
of some regions of the country as 
one aspect of Indian traditions. 

Mrs Sushma Bbatla began the 
show by modelling a regular sari 
and demonstrated step by step 
the way of draping it and putting 
on. 

From Soul h India, Miss Pre- 
mlla Maul displayed the kind of 
pari worn in Coorg. This is un- 
like ordinary saris in that its 
pleats are formed at the back in- 
stead of at the front. 

Mrs P. Ramachandran Nalr 
then performed the Bharatna- 
tyam, a typical dance of the sou- 
thern Indian state Tamil Nadu. 
With her special sari and its 
complementary ornaments, the 
anklets in particular to give her 
dance steps rythm, Mrs Nair 
moved, her body, hands aud feel 
with quite professional skill. For 
this dance, which takes more 
than six years to master, the hair 
has to be decorated with fresh 
flowers and Mrs Nair let a long 
lihe of . flowers curl around her 
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Mrs Sautosbl extends the traitlonal Indian greeting to Mrs 
Ayonb, wife of Jordanian Minister of Supply Ibrahim Ay- 
oub. 


long plait to add a special touch 
or elegance to her movements. 

Mrs Shobha Knmar paraded in 
a hand woven sari from Maha- 
rashtra in Western India. As 
with all the saris of the particu- 
lar regions, her ornaments were 
designed particularly to match 
her cosiume. Saris of North In- 
dia were also displayed with Miss 
Revathy Jayaram showing the 
one typical of Rajastan while 
Mrs Shaheeo Kalld displayed the 
cosiume of Lucknow. 

The Mughal costume which 
was introduced to Indio by the 
Muslims and is now known as 
the gaghara, was modelled by 
Mrs Azra Lemp. The final event 
or the costume show was a 
presentation by Mrs Geets Bbatla 
of the traditional bridal sari. She 
had special golden ornaments to 
adorn her forehead and arms, 
hands and ankles. She had also 
painted the palms of her hands 
and pprts of her feet with 
Henna. 

After the costume display the 
guests had the chance to enjoy 


Come to buy, come to learn 


.president of the Society for the 
[•lends of Liver Patients Mrs 
juisToukan is hoping that the 
piety's bazaar to be opened by 
Her Royal Highness Princess 
Stnilb at the Amra Hotel on 1 
December will be a many faceted 
tUQl- 

Firsl of all, of course, it will 
be fundraising event but visitors 
stdd also have a very enter- 
uioing day browsing through the 
ifnpiing selection of goods for 
gk. Visual delight should come 
from the paintings for sale which 
tivc been contributed by such 
ttll known artists as Eferala 
Oil, Bassam Sheikh Jawad, Ja- 
il Badran, Bassam Nasr and 
liili Atallah. 


Smiles on an Indian morning 


Mrs Santoshi* s special home pre- 
pared Indian snacks. And as t 
guests thanked Mrs Santoshi 
their most enlightening rooming 
she, in turn, thanked MraSaMJ* 
Narayan for her help In Its p 
paration. 

9 In his capacity as piwtderil oj 
the Friends of Eye Ban! ; an 
Protection, of Sight Loss Sob 
H is Highness Prince R» « “J 
Zeid had a very rewarding trip le 

the University of Jordan on mb 
day. Prince Ra'd went there to 
take delivery of an eye clinic 
donated by ihe Amman uods 
Club. 

At the handing over ceremony 
Mr Tawflq Marar of the 1J«« 
Club expressed his hope ‘ h S m 
gift will help the soa * y n y0 r 
work of conducting a 
the number of people in J° raaa 
with eye problems. 

Also present on thjj 
were the president ofJwJJJ 
iversity Dr Abdul Mg' ^ 
Majall along wth membe^ 
the university slafr 4 h» 

Club members. 


When in Aqaba don’t iniss the 

Samiramis Restaurant j 

Fresh Fish From The Guir 
; European Cuisine , 

Orient al Delicdclcs ., 

Amnldn Street, Aqaba id: 5503 



TURKISH imm 

Comb and caste our 

* Shlsh Kabsb 

i . * Adana Habib ^Br r» 

* Dunar Kabab 
I • * Fresh Flab 

1 

6|h Circle, Jabal 
| opp. San Rock Hotel _ 

For Reservations Call ***— . 
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Princess Sarvath 

Other items to tempt the buyer 
iaclode ceramics, toys and 
(met, handcrafts, embroidery, 
Inawork and artificial flowers, 
litre will be a selection of 
kowmade food contributed by 
ik ladies of the diplomatic corps 
*[ by members of the society 
™ naturally no December ba- 
f® ii complete without a selec- 
tion of Christmas cards. 

And don’t forget that travel is 
K dream, lottery prized in- 
nude free tickets to Rome, Bom- 
and Cyprus. 

But Mrs Toukan is hoping that 
"MSf will serve an extra 
Wpose in giving visitors a 
zJJ* Jo learn more about the 
101 of the Society for the 




The society for the Friends of 
Liver Patients' 

Friends of Liver Patients and the 
reasons for its establishment. 

Mrs Toukan points out that 
liver disease is a major problem 
in Jordan and one that particu- 
larly affects the poorer members 
of society. There are over one 
hundred different types of liver 
disorders and the incidence of 
virally induced liver disease is 
Jordan is ten times higher than 
that in some other areas of the 
world. Many of these diseases 
causes problems for those in the 
age group of 35 and over and of- 
ten strike those least able to af- 
ford the necessary treatment. 





Saleh Abu Shlndl 
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The society believes that one 
of major contributing factors to 
the high level of liver disease in 
Jordan is (hat most people are 
not aware of how serious the 
problem is nor do they know 
enough about liver diseases, 
their causes and treatment. 

One of the tasks the society 
has set itself is to promote public 
awareness and understanding of 
jiver disease. They are also hop- 
ing encourage research by pro- 
viding funding and facilities for 
research workers and to esta- 
blish a national centre for the 
study and treatment of liver dis- 
ease. 

But. aware (hat research and 
information will take some lime 
to have an impact on the in- 
cidence of liver diseases, the so- 
ciety is also keen to take im- 
mediate practicul steps such as 
giving financial help to patients 
who cannot ufford treatment and 
guiding them to the correct cen- 
tres for treatment. 

Anyone who is interested in 
finding out more about the so- 
ciety und its work can go along to 
the bazaar al the Ainra and learn 
as they buy. 

The bazaar will run from 
1 0. 30 am to 6.000 pm on Satur- 
day and Sunday I and 2 Decem- 
ber 


• Jerusalem Star readers are al- 
ready familiar with artist Saleh 
Abu Shlndl* s delightful sketches 
of Jordanian village life which 
have graced our entertainment 
page over the past months. But if 
you would like to see more of Mr 
Abu Shindi's work, you can go 
along to his exhibition which 
runs at the Royal Cultural Centre 
until I December. 

Works on show include about 
50 pen and ink drawings, mainly 
village scenes of buildings, peo- 
ple and animals and 20 oil paint- 
ings encompassing a variety of 
subjects. Mr Abu Shindi is also 
showing a small selection of his 
earlv works, Painted between 
1 964 and 1967. 





"Remember me, Mr. Schneider? Kenya. 1947. If 
you're going to shoot at an elephant, Mr. 
Schneider, you better be prepared to finish the job. 


Far 

Side 


By GARY LARSON 



"My next guest, on the monitor behind me, Is an 
organized crime informant. To protect hts identity, 
we've placed him In a darkened studlo-so let's 
go to him now." 




1964 Universal Press Syndicate 
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The artistic touch can be seen In buildings and public areas In Czechoslovakia 

Art, the face of a nation 


fy Kathy Kaklsh 
Star Staff Writer 

“THE POSITIVE aspect about 
Jordanian art is the huge number 
of talented artists, who are try- 
ing their hands at developing a 
national style. The negative el- 
ement is that talents are obliged 
to receive their training abroad 
due to the lack or proper local art 
institutes, thus leading to their 
expressing the Jordanian feel- 
ings and culture through foreign 
techniques. ’ ' 

This is one of the several ob- 
servations Dr Agnesa Schram- 
mova, of the Czechoslovakian 
Slovak National Gallery, made 
during her one- week stay in Jor- 
dan. She was invited to visit Jor- 
dan to form a general Idea about 
the country's culture and arts 
under the three- year cultural and 
scientific agreement signed be- 
tween Czechoslovakia and Jor- 
dan last May. Before departing 
from Amman, Dr Schramraova 
took some of her time out to chat 
with The Star about her observa- 
tions of Jordanian art as well as 
that of her own country. 

“Jordanian artists are very 
talented and have succeeded In 
expressing their feelings, the 
people's feelings and the deep 
sensitivity of their psychology 
through the means of colours, " 
Dr Schrammova said. But where 
these artists succeed in express- 
ing attiLudes, Dr Schrammova 
. believes, they have failed (o use 
spontaneously born cultured 
based techniques, and have no 
other choice but to . draw upon 
those of other cultures. 

She also believes that the lack 
of a national artistic technique is 
due to (he absence of a properly 
developed arts programme 
within the school system which 
will provide children with -a 
professionally prepared back- 

S round linked to the homeland. 

uch a' conclusion came about 
when she compared the Jorda- 
nian educational system with 
that a of Czechoslovakia, which 
has integrated an effective pro- 
gramme, starting with /kinder- 
garten classes. 

' ' Children with exceptional 
artistic abilities are given great 
attention at school and are en- 
couraged to .attend additional art 
classes at the National Arts 
School for Children after school 
hours, twice a week,” Dr. 
Schrammova explained. These 
children are given proper super- 


vision and taught by professional 
artists and teachers of art. 

Once in high school, these 
children can take intensive art 
courses at their own schools if 
they decide to make art their fu- 
ture profession. Such art courses 
cover all types of arts ranging 
from the handicrafts of textiles, 
ceramics, glass and wood to mu- 
sic, dance and acting. Yet, such 
courses basically concentrate on 
the handicrafts and art of the lo- 
cal region. “For an example, if 
a particular area is famous for Its 
.glass- 1 making, students will be 
taught the craft and art of glass- 
making and design. Once they 
graduate From the high school, 
they are fully trained to take up a 
fulltime job and help developing 
the industry of the area,” she 
said. 

High school graduates of re- 
markable artistic talents and who 
desire to continue their studies 
In art apply at one of the three 
Czechoslovakian universities 
which graduate remarkable art- 
ists into the world or culture. But 
applicants have to undergo a 
very demanding examination be- 
fore they are accepted, as only 
some 200 undergraduates are 
annually accepted. 

Dr. Schrammova pointed out 
that basic artistic training intro- 
duced at ?n early age has several 
benefits. Besides creating a love 
for arts and reflecting itself on 
the physical aspects of the coun- 
try, the country's culture is not 
lost. 

“This does not mean that we 
aim at preserving art and handi- 
craft as they were centuries ago. 
The idea is far from this," Dr 
Schrammova stresses. The level 
of CzechosloVakian art has re- 
mained extremely high and 
works of art .are beautifully de- 
signed and made because! artists 
have added their own individual 
talents based on and stemming 
from their traditions, and cul- 
ture. ' ■ 

Another matter the people of 
Czechoslovakia are proud of is 
that when any of its artists, 
whether painters, musicians, ac-. 
tors, dancers or handicraftsman^ 
happen to become worldwide 
famous, their works always 
maintain a national tpuch. Dr. ! 
Schrammova mentioned - . the • 
iiames of musician Ian 2ravy, . 
sculptor Jaroslav Stursa and.gra- 
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All Things 

Considered 


Dr Agnesa Schrammova 

phlc Albin Brunousky to be 
among such artists. 

The country tends to encour- 
age its artists and arts in many 
ways. Most, If not all, buildings 
are not complete in construction 
unless an artist puts in the final 
touches! public areas such as 
parks, are decorated with statues 
and other works of sculptors. 
The government follows a plan 
through which the number of 
artfsts the country requires is de- 
fined, and it graduates art 
students selectively. Thus, the 
approximated 2,000 artists of all 
types in Czechoslovakia hold 
jobs either with organizations or 
private galleries. 

Dr Schrammova herself is one 
of the talented who found their 
way to university. She graduated 
from the Komensky University 
of Bratislav in 1974 with a ba- 
chelor's degree in Metal Process- 
ing in Slovak Applied Arts, 
which covers the art of blacks- 
mith, metal beating and golds- 
mith trade. Since graduation, 
she has been working at the Slo- 
vak National Gallery as a special- 
ist and custodian for the artistic 
collection of applied arts and 
handicrafts, which besides metal 
art, includes textile, ceramics, 
and .glass. She also participates 
in preparations for exhibitions 
held locally and Internationally, 
commissioned by the Czechoslo- 
vakian Culture Ministry, the Slo- 
vak : Association for Fine Arts 
and the Slovak National Gallery. ’: 

■ Dr Schrammova iptends to wr- 
ite, several, press articles about 
: her stay In Jordan fOr arts maga- 
■ zipes; after having submitted a 
. detailed report about the artistic . 
chkrhctensUcs and cultural activi- 
. Mea ; of Jordan to the National 
•Gallery; , ' 


Lifestyle 

I HAVE just been reading an article discussing lifestyles 
that says that style is the ‘ how* of human expression. Thai 
on another level, a more immediate personal level, is the 
‘how* of our approach to living itself... lifestyle. 

This entails how we go about the job of living, the little 
decisions we make each day, often unconsciously, regarding 
career, family, friends, professional and vocational activi- 
ties, eating, sleeping, recreation, and physical exercise that 
give our personal lives their own colour and flavour. 

It was a very interesting piece that sorted out all the de- 
tails on what we should think about. While reading it, I was 
struck by the two obvious presumptions that the author had 
unconsciously made. The first is that there was enough 
peace and prosperity so that there were choices available. 
Second, that any individual was in a position where he could 
take advantage of the present opportunities. 

The conference just held here in Amman was a testament 
that these two factors don’t exist for the many refugees in 
the region. If the Palestinian people, those in the refugee 
camps, or their relatives, friends and families had any 
peace or prosperity, they wouldn't be living in those camps. 
For them, life is a matter of basic survival and that just 
can't be dignified by the term ‘life-style'. 

We have all heard the phrases subhuman conditions, in- 
tolerable circumstances, and the rest in the steady flow of 
articles protesting against the historical events of the past 
37 years that have resulted in masses of people being con- 
demned to these camps. But how many of us have actually 
seen what this means in the life of any individual who lives 
under these conditions? 

The little decision of careor is transformed into whether 
or not you have any sort of job. Family — are they still 
alive? and will you ever be able to see them again? Friends 
— are they in the same country with you, or in the same cap 
or across town? If they stayed in the West Bank, then you 
wonder if they have been arrested, pul in prison, or if they 
have any chance of being released. 

Eating — insLcad of having your own source of water, you 
must rely on one tap that has to serve may be a hundred 
families in your sector of (he camp. That means sending 
someone out with a five gallon can at least twico a day to get 
water for the household needs. And your diet is decided by 
how much money you have to spend on food and the lime 
you have spent standing in line with your ration card, push- 
ing and shoving against your fellow refugees to get to the 
head of the non-existent lines. Sleeping — all too often this 
is done on the cold cement floor with only a thin blanket 
wrapped around you so that the chill creeps through and the 
dampness to give muscles a chill and painful, sharp flche 
that will be with you until spring. The only warmth available 
to you are the perhaps ten other people who are cramped 
into the three- by- three metres room with you. And if you 
catch a cold or influenza, you will have it more than the 
usual two weeks and you will count yourself lucky if it does 
not develop Into pneumonia. And the children under five 
years of age who develop respiratory tract infections and 
have diarrhoea added to this will be fortunate ir they have 
the chance to see another spring. 

Professional people, skilled technicians, and those with 
substantia] financial resources may be spared some of these 
agonies but for the majority of the Palestinian refugees the 
colour of their lives is the shade of dark ashes and the flav- 
our of it is bitter. 


SOLICITOR James Cooper bought London* s narrowest house 
— Just six feet wide and advertised as “of interest to mn 
people** — for £33,000 at an auction In London recently* 

. ‘‘It'S, funny little place,** Cooper said of the 
bulldihg squeezed Into the middle of a terrace In the an 
pherd's Bush area. “I am not particularly thin, bat I w 
managed to squeeze Inside.*’ — Reuter. * 


NORWEGIAN FISHERMAN Waldemar Andersen found!* 
gold ear-ring . his wire had lost in the North Sea a week P J 
Yiously in the stomach of a cod fish he caught while iisiuni 
in the same plapc. 

v Andersen’s wife. Ragnhild, told the daily Verde ns Gang 

, Think of all 'the fish swimming around here and that 
same cod that swallowed my ear-ring should bite on my 
band’s fishing hook.” — Reuter, 
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I gy Henry Arnold 

CAPRICORN — December 21st to January 19th 

^ Don't be impatient in your romantic affairs this week 

or you could find that a slightly troublesome week lies 
ahead or you. Quite a bit or travel seems very likely this 
week, and you should really enjoy a pleasant change, 
particularly socially. Where finances are concerned you 
should not take any risks, however small they maybe or 
things arc liable to go wrong. There should be a definite 
improvement in family affairs. 

AQUARIUS — January 20th to February 18th 

You have every right to feel more optimistic about a 
member or the opposite sex, for your friendship with 
• them is very well starred indeed. You may come up 
against a few minor irritations this week, but you should 
be on top form, so these should present no particular 
difficulties. Try not to let a friend become too dependent 
upon you, or you may find that (his will make you feel 
unsettled in several ways. 


PISCES — February 19th to March 20th 1 

You will And that social life may be a little slack just 
now, so this would be a very good time to get down to an 
interesting hobby, and by the end of the week, you 
should be pleased with your progress. You should find 
that it will pay you to be nice to someone you dislike, and 
in consequence you yourself should feel much more at 
ease. You would be well advised to make that little extra 
effort to please a friend. 


ARIES — March 21st to April 20th 

A new attractive member of the opposite sex should 
help to make an old wound start to heal, and you should 
begin to feel much happier than you have done for some 
lime past. Arrangements for a social gathering may not 
work out as you had planned. You should make the most 
of it rather than gel depressed. Towards the end of the 
week, you may spend a happy lime in the company of 
new friends and you should gel on very well with them, 


TAURUS - April 21st to May 20th’ 

You may fee! that someone you eie very fond of is 
worrying over something. Try to help them as much as 
possible, and they will greatly appreciate it. Good fortune 
should be with you this week, in making rather an impor- 
tant decision, so there is no need for any unnecessary 
worry in this direction. Even though you may be feeling 
just a little tired this week, try not to be irritable. 


GEMINI — May 21st to June 20th 

You will find that social activities should go with a 
swing during this week, and you may be able to impress 
several people with your capability of organising. A very 
attractive member of the opposite sex, of whom you are 
very Tond. could give you a pleasant surprise, and in con- 
_ sequence, si rather unusual journey seems to be indicated 
towards the weekend. Don't hesitate to ask a close friend 
for some help in plunning a future arrangement. 


CANCER — June 21st to July 21st 

Now is the time to take a firm stand in a domestic 
matter, and you should find the opposition you expected 
no longer exists. This is a week when you could meet up 
with annoying little irritations at business, but where 
i personal affairs are concerned, you should be the tops. A 
I friend could easily start a silly argument over a trivial 
1 matter, but just as long as you keep quiet, this should 
Isoon blow over. 


LEO — July 22nd to Aucast 21st 

A new interest appears likely to enter your life which 
may meet with some opposition at first, but this will soon 
oe overcome if you are patient. A chance to use your 
initiative and make a good impression could occur and 
you would be well advised lo take advantage of this. Ac- 
tivity on the home front will probably mean some rushing 
about, but you should find this most enjoyable. 


VIRGO — August 22ud to September 21st 

This should be a rewarding week in personal relation- 
ships. and much happiness can he gained from helping 
others. You may have to make □ decision that could an- 
noy somebody but don’t hesitate, you are doing the right . 
thing. You would be very unwise to be over- critical of 
what your partner does, for in (his way, you could spoil a 
very promising friendship. 


LIBRA — September 22 nd to October 22 nd 

This is a week when you should be able to make excel- 
lent progress in the romantic field, for your personality 
should be on top form. An old friend you have not seen 
for a long time may unexpectedly turn up some Lime dur- 
ing this week, and their generosity should surprise and 
delight you. A close friend may put a rather unusual pro- 
position lo you, but one which is well worth seriously 
thinking about. 


SCORPIO — October 23rd to November 21st 

You may feel just a little jealous of an older person this 
week, but try not to let this be obvious, as it is really ^ 
unnecessary. Don’t raise the hopes of a very sincere 
friend by promising them something which you know you 
will not carry out. At work, a person who you could be 
introduced to during the week should prove to be very 
likeable, and at the same time most hopeful. You should 
make excellent progress in your social circle. 


SAGITTARIUS — November 22nd to December 20th 

You would be well advised to stick to routine this com- 
ing week, and also keep business and personal affairs 
apart. An elderly person could be just a little biL stub- 
born. and this could make you Teel tired. Talk things 
over, and everything should soon be back to normal. A Y[ 
long awaited opportunity may come your way at the 
weekend. You should not hesitate, or you could lose a 
chance of great happiness. 








Thursday 29 November 

Birthday Greetings to You. Those among you who are clig 
bit should find lusting happiness from » romance. When you 
l»»e reached the end of February, you cun expect a fulrly gay 
!OC,a l time with lots of invitations. Around the March period, 
you should gain a great deal of happiness by receiving news of 
* very old friend. 

Even though you may huve been feeling just a little off 
a * our during the past few weeks, ail the indications arc that 
your health should show every sign of improvement, and you 
,l,0 “ ld be feeling all right. 

An unexpected opportunity for you to travel should please 
JS* for this could at the same time mean a financial gain 
Milch could make you feel just that lit* !c more secure. 


Why 30 November 

Birthday Greetings lo You. Those uf you who may have 
worried about your health just recently, should find that 
m navc n very satisfactory year in this direction. 

your carccr is concerned, someone in a high pos- 
m could I give you praise, plus reward for your past efforts. 
EJJ 18 afte r this that your career should take a turn for the 
aril* a ” d grcal success is indicated for you in this direction 
not seek the changes rather let these come to you. 

JJjfing these next few weeks, you may realise that one 
fci r . of your rami| y is relying on you more and more 

Sr -? 01 8,1 lhal good ror ,hem - Being your usua . 1 i lpl ?u a ' 

seiuJ iS ^uld be wise to encourage them to think for them - 
,SV IUIe more - On the other hand, however, family ties 
^ | *- c ‘y to be very strong during these coming months. 

1 December 

i h ;S y GrceLin S s to You. Through the help of someone in 
fould tw ® areer -wisc, taking a deep interest in you. you 
lards f„, ab e lo 8 ain that long awaited promotion, plus re- 
?°r any hard work and ideas that you have done. 

insecure a. 8 ?? is COnce med. you may be feeling just a h»le 
iq R kulu lhe rnomenl. but all the indications are that dur- 
Ihii dirp5, and ApDi. you could receive a pleasant surprise in 
^rori-w 100 ' aft *r which you will be feeling much more 
mil shmiiH jl ev ? n ' ^ ‘bough you appear to be spendirig more than 
; L j utd 4unng July and August. 

Big' this -’SS^u 1 'lift is concerned, ail the. indications are 
‘be cS'j! 1 be particularly active throughout ihewholeor 
ToinanS 5 months, and Tor lhe young and eligible* 

Wi sEw?r- U d ** ver y well to the fore, and in consequence. 
^WSgr-tiod yourself very much in demand. : 


1984 


Birthday 
Information 

1C harts 


Sunday 2 December 

Birthday Greetings to You. 
Travel could feature very 
largely during the next few 
months, in your life, and a 
journey which is suggested to 
you by a member or your 
family, will turn out to be a 
very happy choice. 

From a financial point or 
view, this should be a very 
good year, as you will begin to 
see results from the effort 
you have put in during the 
twelve months which have 
just gone. Your future looks 
much brighter, wlh the pro- 
spect of greater chance or se- 
curity. 

For young and old alike, 
there is romance in the air 
and a very busy social lire, 
and several new friendships 
will be made between now and 
the end of April. 

However much a member or 
your family may entreat you 
fo lend them money, do not 
do so. or you will end up re- 
gretting this bitterly 


[Monday 3 December 


Birthday Greetings to You. The coming year will be a very 
mixed one for you. with many changes in plans and in scen- 
ery. Regardless of all this, it will still be a very happy year, 
and much progress will be made 

Someone for whom you have a slight affection will begin lo 
mean more and more to you as the year goes on. and in time 
(his will develop into a deep and lasting friendship or even 
love. This in some way will be linked with the numbers 3 and 
5, even though this may seem very strange as the time passes 


You should be much better money- wise than you are at ilic 
moment, and providing you arc not madly extravagant, and 
have many rash spending sprees, you will be allright. 


^Tuesday 4 December 

Birthday Greetings to You. Someone in authority will be 
impressed with your consistent progress work- wise, and to- 
wards the end of February, you may be given an opportunity 
to travel, which is connected with your work. This could lead 
to much bigger things in the near future. 

Socially, you are starred for a very busy and active period. 

It is more than possible that you find yourself doing quite an 
amount of entertaining, especially during the summer 
months. Wedding bells are indicated in the family circle and 
possibly a sudden birth. 

In your new sphere since this incident, you will meet up 
with many new people, and one of these will come to mean a 
great deal to you over the years 

Wednesday S December 

Birthday Greetings lo You. You may find that you have 
need to watch your health just a little during the next re in- 
week*. but as long as you are careful all round, you should be 
feeling 100 per cent fitter than for some time. 

Where social activities are concerned, you hnve quite an 
interesting year ahead of you. both active and busy, and you 
should at the same time find yourself extremely popular. 

This is a year in which there is every chance that promo- 
tion will be offered to you and all the indications are that this 
should be in the next two to three, months. Also, your finan- 
cial affairs should become more comfortable when you have 
reached March period. 

' Your personal life should be more secure this coming year 
than for some 1 1 me past, and also now start la become ex- 
tremely interesting. 
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Star kids 
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IfflEp &6nUt 'lH46 cwtd 

^^flRscnd us your own coloured 
HlSSSf drawing of u Christmas card and 
maybe you will win one of the 
^^fl^mAioWowing prizes: 

si prize: Your choice of a 

^radio controlled truck or a kitchen 

centre over 26 inches high. 

Ollier prizes include Tamiyu car assembly 
kit. 5 sets of animal body puzzles. 3 poster 
painting sets, a chess table with 
ccessoiios and a collection of story books. 

lie size of the card should be 20 x 14 cm 
ltd participants’ age from 6-16. Send your 
drawing no later than 13 December to 


Stur Kids, 


P O Box 591, 
Amman - Jordan 


Stafi anc coming <pun way 
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11 You’ve been overfeeding that 
puppy!" 


A mouse was twisting on a 
bottle another mouse came 
and asked: “Why are yon 
twisting on the bottle? 

The mouse replied/' On 
the bottle cork It is written 
“Twisc To Open." 


Diner: Walter, this food Is 
horrible! I want to speak to 
the owner of the restau- 
rant. 

Waiter: Sorry sir, but he’s 
out to hinchl 


A clergyman asked a small 
girl: “Do you say your 
prayers every night, my 
dear?” 

“Oh no. Mummy says 
them for me. 1 * 

And what does she say?” 
“She says, “Thank 
heaven you’re in bed at 
last!” # # . 

Lady of the house: What 
can I do for you? 

Begger: If you don’t mind, 
I would like a coat sewn on 
this button. 



it’s a record 

IEE3 


wm 




A picnic in the desert, at Biskra, on the edge of the 
Sahara. 

What is a desert? 

A DESERT is a dry region where, because there Is 
practically no rain, there Is no vegetation and the sur- 
face of the land is bare. Deserts are usually situated In 
the centre of the larger masses of land like Australia, 
Africa and Asia, and are cut off from the sea by 
mountain ranges. 

Most of the winds that blow from the big land 
masses are dry winds, while the damp winds from (he 
sea are robbed of Ihcir moisture before they hBve 
reached the Interior of the continent. Sea winds will 
quickly lose their moisture if they have to pass over 
high mountains near the coast. Most of the big deserts 
like the Sahara In Africa, the Gobi in Asia, Central 
Australia, as well as others in North and South Am- 
erica, are either near the centre of large land masses 
or are protected from the moist sea breezes by high 
mountains near the coast. 

When a land surface is free from vegetation, the sun 
has great power during the day, and the nights are 
very cold. This causes the rocks to crack and break 
up, while the wind wears the smaller pieces down to 
sand. Thus deserts, as well as being without vegeta- 
tion, are generally stony and sandy. 
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The Wind 


This house has been far out at sea all night. 

The woods crashing through darkness, the booming hills, 
Winds stampeding the fields under the window 
Floundering black astride and blinding wet 

Till day rose; tben under an orange sky 
The hills had new places, and wind wielded 
Blade- light, luminous black and emerald. 

Flexing like the lens of a mad eye. 

At noon I scaled along the house- side as far as 
Tlie coal- house door. I dared once to look up — 

Through the brunt wind that dented the balls of my eyes 
The tent of the hills drummed and strained its guyrope. 

The fields quivering, the skyline a grimace, 

At any second to bang and vanish with a flap: 

The wind flung a magpie away and a black- 
Back "Tpll bent like an iron bar slowly. The house 

Rang like some fine green goblet in the note 
That any second would shatter it. Now deep 
In chairs. In front of the.great fire, we grip 
Our hearts and cannot entertain book, thought, 

Or each other. We watch the fire blazing, : 

And feel the roots of the house move, but sit on, 

Seeing the window tremble to come In, . 

Hearing the stones cry out under the horizons. 

' Ted Hughes. 


A PEREGRINE BAlCOM 
Cm DETECT A PIGEON 
AT A RAN6E Ofj ^gOOft 


From IK* Guinness Book of Records 

compiled by NorHsMcWtiirler 



fascinating EARTH 

BY PHILIP SEFF, Ph.D. & DAVID BAER. II 


SMALLEST KNOWN 
It THE WIDELY DtelRl&WED 

uuaxoLENiA Blanca 

WHICH MEA6URK O.IIIN0H 
WH EN FULLY GROWN, 

' this 

fully bK5S 



* Today they are universally accepted as prehisto« c 
1 art: THERE are 120 KNOWN ART CAVES, ANPANAVERW* 
I OF 2 NEW ONES ARE FOUND EACH YEAR. THE BBS T THUS 
FAR-ARE LASCAUX CAVE, FRANCE, AND THE CAVE OF ALTA^ 1 ^ 
SPAIN, BUT WHO KNOWS WHAT WONDERS MAY VET 56 W*BJ| 


£to wins skiing 

championship 

THE JAPANESE Skier, Elo 

,IS) won the 1984 world 

Lg championship in la- 
in singles, beating the 
Jisrican Debbie Thomas 
STsas in the lead until 
£ last day of the lour- 
Ament. 

In the doubles, the two 
Soviet skiers, Veronica 
Persbma find Marat Akba- 
prfwon first position. The 
Wish Caren Barber and 
Ificki Slater won first place 
is ski dancing. The men’s 
jiogies, was won by Alex- 
uider Vadiev of the Soviet 
Union. 

Weight lifiting 

THE BULGARIAN weight 
liter Naim Sulaimanov has 
Kt three world records in 
ibe 60 klogrammcs group. 

Dickson, top 
scorer 


KERRY DICKSON has so 
far scored 19 goals for his 
club in the English soccer 
tournament. While Gary 
Bannister scored 1 5 goals 
to claim second position. 

1FAG rejects 
South Korean 
request 

® INTERNATIONAL 
Federation of Amateur 
pmasls has rejected a 
«Jh Korean request to 
rake schedule amend- 
“ntsfor the 1988 olym- 
p games, during u mcci- 
^ held in Australia lust 
■Kk. 

Tough opponents 
fw'Qatari team 

j®tAN (st ar ) _ The 
JfJident of the Qatari 
i . federation Mr 
^staled that the Qa- 
J^tfiam has to face three 
teams in its group; 
ft ^ aWa - Kuwait and 
1 2 Korea in the forlh- 
Asian Nations cup 
lament scheduled lo 

Km tv. sln 8apore from 
'^ December. There is 
J^wnge in the Qatari 

l$£r r - they havc 


’“key to host 

International 

conference 


SAN (Star) -The ,x- 
S-^mmiUee of the 
iiS !° nal sports press 
Sffi V aBTeed to the 
- foeaS ^'{he 1 9 8 5 con- 

! \ i foi^Jufkey follow. 
j^uMpmba's refusal to 
^^aference.. 

committee 
^S^P^Wems.; that, 
SK&fWM* journal- 


{ ^‘Dlaii juurnai- 

ica.ahHu , An 8 ©ies Olymp- 
^ |988 *?? w £ 0 ^void them 
i».f « In- Seoul Olymp- 


Liverpool leads 
in English soccer 



Liverpool (cam 

LONDON i Star) — Liverpool 
team is likely to lead the English 
soccer especially after it ran a 
porticuhii plan lu gel buck (he 
trust of its < importers. Liverpool 
contiuiii'il i is winning spree with 
a co mil m iahic (2-0) vietury 
over Ipswich, lost week. And 
Lverlon |osi 4-2 against Nor- 
wich .mil Manchester United lost 
againsi Sm i«ici land .1-2. Next Sa- 
in nlsiy. I lie English soccer will 
enter ii-; I /lit week and there 
will tv exciting encounters tv- 


Italian 

soccer enters 
1 1th week 

THE ITALIAN Foot bat Federa- 
tion cancelled its decision lo su- 
spend Maradona of Napoli foll- 
owing an appeal made .by Mara- 
dona himself challenging .the 
right of such an act. The soccer 
tournament entered its I 1 th 
week which begins on Sunday at 
various playgrounds. The tour- 
nament has attracted maximum 
international spectators be- 
cause of the exciting matches 
played by all clubs. The schedule 
for the week is : 

Avellino Vs Corintiio 
Como Vs Atlanta 
Grimonisi Vs Fiorcnlina 
Inter Vs Napoli 
Juvcnlos Vs Ascoii 
Koine Vs Adnisi 
Sandoria Vs Lazio 
Verona Vs Milano 


sport 

Bayren 
Munich tops 
German 
soccer 

GERMAN SOCCER entered its 
1C Ih week with Bayren Munich 
still leading the tournament. 
However, there witl be a chall- 
enge to Bayren Munich from 
1 1 uniburg. The matches simed 
for next week, commencing 
from Suturday, are as per the 
following schedule: 


Armenia Betefcld Vs Erden 
Bremen 

Bochum Vs Mannheim 
Brunswcig Vs Ordigcn 
I'rissia Dortmund Vs Frankfurt 
Kaiser Lantern Vs Bayern Mu- 
nich 

Karlesruhc Vs Koln 
Leverkusen Vs Stuttgart 
Mimchcn Gladbuck Vs Dussel- 
dorf. 


tween the top teams. Following 
is the schedule for the week. 
Arsenal Vs Luton 
Aston Villa Vs Sunderland 
Chelsea Vs Liverpool 
Coventry Vs Totenham 
Ipswich Vs Southampton 
Leicester Vs Queens Park 
Manchester United Vs Norwich 
Newcastle Vs Stoke 
Watford Vs Nottingham Forest 
Weslham Vs West Bromwich 
Everton Vs Sheffield 
Wednesday. 


AUB teams to play in 


Navratilova trounces 
SotUh African in 
Australian open 

MELBOURNE, Australia ( Ai») — | 

Murtina Navratilova, aiming to 
win her seventh consecutive 
grand slant tournament, troun- 
ced South African Yuonnc Vcr- 
niuuk (.-1,6-1 Wednesday lo nd- 
vunce to the second round of the 
$1.28 million Australian open 
tennis touriinment. 

Navratilova, who also is bid- 
ding lo complete the calendar 
year grand slam and lo record 
the 1 00th tournament victory or 
her curccr, look just 39 minutes 
lo down Vermoak and register 
her 7 I si consecutive victory. 

“Yvonne didn’t press me be- 
cause she doesn’t serve and Navratilova: On a winning 
vollev." said Navratilova. 'I , it , . 

wasn^t pleased that I dropped my vant. It s how you plaj 
serve, but the score is irrele- counts . 


AMMAN (Star) — The AUB delegation comprising of 70 
sportsmen and 1 5 officials will arrive on Friday lu Amman 
and will play demonstration matches with various teams of 
the universities in Jordan as per the following schedule: 

Saturday visiting students basketball team meets Jordan 
University at 12:60 noon. Soccer at 2:30 at the University 
of Jordan. Volleyball and handball plays at Yarmouk Univ- 
ersity. Sunday — 2:30 soccer against Yarmouk In Irbid. 
12- noon basketball at Yarmouk University Volleyball and 
handball at the University of Jordan. 



Paris officially 
candidate for 
1992 Olympics 

PARIS (AP) — Pari* Mayor 
Jacques Chirac formally ap- 
plied lo the International 
Olympic Committee Wednes- 
day lor his city to stage the 
1992 summer games, he an- 
nounced In a communique. 

The formal action followed 
agreement Tuesday between 
the City and the French gov- 
ernment of a finaartal 
agreement covering the 
games, after six months of ne- I 
gotlatlons, 

A group of French Alpine 
Ski resorts last week offi- 
cially applied lo stage the 
1992 winter games. 

Other cities which are seek- 
. ing (he 1991 summer gataes, 
are Barcelona, Spain, the 
hometown of IOC President 
join Antonio Samaranch, 
Amsterdam, Brisbane, Aus- 
toaUa, New Delhi, and Belgr- 
ade, Yugoslavia. 


' Navratilova. 28 years old. now 

faces American Mary Lou 
flflffcfl Piatek. who beat Barbara Gerken 

IS VI* 6-2, 6-4 Wednesday. 

Navratilova said she was not 
yet looking forward to a final 
confrontation with Chris Evcrl- 
Uoyd. 

“History suggests Chris is my 
main rival but I’m not looking 
that far ahead," she said. “I 
just try to concentrate on my 
next match." 

Lloyd needs lo win the tour- 
nament to maintain her record 
of having won a grand slam tour- 
nament every year since 1973. 
She has lost her last 1 3 matches 
against Navratilova. 

In other action Wednesday, 
... e\ . u 4 nnino Knreo Wendy Turnbull of Australia, the 
Navratilova: On a wlnn g P fourth seed in the womens' sin- 

I ninv that 8les. defeated Larissa Savchenko 

vant. t s how you play that g f Sov|et Union 

counts . 

England 190 for eight 
on first days play 


BOMBAY (AP) — England, de- 
vastated by Indian spin attack, 
were 1 90 for eight wickets at the 
draw of stumps Wednesday on 
the first day of the first cricket 
match in this western port city. 

England Skipper David Gower 
won the loss and elected to bat a 
Wankbede stadium. The first 
wicket of the visiting team fell at 
46. Opener Greame Fowler re- 
turned a full toss straight lo the 
bowler Slvaramakrishnan after 
making 28 runs, which included 
four boundaries. 

It was first test wicket of the 
test debutant Sivaramakrishnap. 
who went on to devastate Eng- 
land’s baiting by capturing three 
more wickets. 

Tim Robinson was despatched 
to the pavlUion with a paltry 22 
runs 6 He also fell to the young 
and upcoming leg spinner. 

England were 59 for two at 
lunch but when play resumed the 
visitors lost five wickets in quick 
succession. 


Pace Bowler Kapil Dev took 
two wickets while orf spinner 
Shivlal Yadav took one wicket 
before tea break. 

David Gower made pace bowler 
Paul Allot! the twelfth man and 
included test debutants Tim Ro- 
binson and Chris Cowdery to 
play against the Indian squad do- 
minated by spin- bowlers. 

Following are the teams for 
the first test match: 

England: David Gower (Cap- 
tain). Mike Gatting, Graeme 
Fowler, Tim Robinson, Nor- 
man Cowans, Paul Downtown, 
Chris Cowdrey, Richard Ellison, 
Phil Edmonds, Allan Lamb, Pal 
Pocock, Paul Allot (12th man). 

India; Sunil Gavaskar (Captain), 
Anshuman Gaekwad, Dilip 
Vengsarkar, Sandeep Patll, Mo- 
hinder AmarnaUl, Ravi Shastn, 
Sved Kirmani. Chetan Sharma, 
Kapil Dev, Shivlal Yadav; Slvq- 
ramakrisbnan, Mohammed Az- 
haruddlh ( 1 2th man). 


Malaysia beats 
Sri Lanka in 
basketball 

KUALA LUMPUR (AP) — 
Malaysia’s PKNS club 
defeated the Colombo club 
of Sri Lanka 1 14-61 Satur- 
day in a group B match of 
the World Inter-Club 
Asian qualifying round ba- 
sketball championship. 

In a group A match, the 
Philippines defeated Ma- 
cau 126-25. 

Bahrain, Brunei, China, 
Hong Rons, Kuwait, Ma- 
cau, Malaysia, the Philip- 
pines, Qatar, Singapore, 
Sri Lanka, Taiwan and 
Thailand are participating 
in the six- day meet which 
began on 22 November. 

In Saturday’s other 
match, E group C bout, 
Kuwait defeated Brunei 
73-44. 


On record 

• Holmes has been adjaged as 
the best boxer In all weights 
for the mouth of October. 

• A **CIab Union” Is being 
set up In Alexandria to In- 
clude all leading sports clubs 
in Its membership. 

• The goal- keeper of the Ger- 
man national team, Tony Shu- 
macher, has been chosen by 
the press as tfae best player of 
1984. 

• Hie advisor and coach of 
the Turkish soccer team re- 
signed following the defeat 
(8-0) at the hands of England 
the World Cup qualifying 
group match last month. 

e The Chinese Kl Tsu Ksla 
broke the World record In pis- 
tol shooting by recording 389 
points, bettering the old mark 
of 387 by 2 points. 
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HAVE YOU ever dreamt of 
catching the rainbow in the 
sky? Have you ever strived at 
reaching for the unattainable? 
If so, then you are an artist at 
heart, a romantic in spirit, 
like Nikita, hero of the Greek 
film “The Rainbow". 


Shown (luring the Greek 
film week recently held at the 
RCC, "The Rainbow" is a re- 
markable and amazing film 
that has won first prize at the 
Salonica Film Festival. It is 
one of those abstract and in- 
triguing films that leaves the 
audience as baffled as when 
they had first started. 


The film opens at a lime 
jusL before sunrise on a loca- 
tion by the seaside where a 
filming crew are shooting a 
commercial. All of a sudden, 
a strange man appears out of 
nowhere, dressed in a tai- 
lored suit, carrying a trans- 
parent umbrella. He walks 
right into Lhe frame of the 
camera shooting field. When 
the bewildered cameraman 
shouts at him to move out, he 
simply excuses himself and 
walks right into the sea. still 
carrying Ills umbrella. He 
keeps on walking until he is 
completely submerged in 
water — only his transparent 
umbrella remains afloat ... 
The strange thing Is that his 




‘The Rainbow’, 

The eternal 
quest for truth 


body was never found. The 
man had simply vanished, his 
disappearance was even more 
baffling than his appearance. 
It looked as if the man had 
never existed. But... the 
camera had recorded the in- 
cident. 

The director and writer of 
(he film, Nicos Panayotopou- 
los, builds the whole picture 
around this incomprehensible 
incident. Offering no rational 
explanation, he simply ana- 
lyses the reactions of differ- 
ent people towards an inex- 
plicable phenomena. Eight 
pairs of eyes had actually wit- 
nessed the incident, more- 
over. the film in the camera 
was a tangible evidence. Yet 
seven of the eye-witnesses 
were satisfied by the authori- 
ties' dismissal of the incident 
as suicide. When later on the 
commercial agency they work- 
ed for declared that this was 
merely a publicity stunt (to 
promote umbrellas) they 
again never doubted or both- 
ered to inquire any further. 


Only one of the team. Ni- 
kita. the musical composer 
refused to accept an explana- 
tion that blatantly contra- 
dicted his own senses. Nikita 
was determined to find out 
the TRUTH. One way of look- 
ing at the film is that it is the 
artist's everlasting quest for 
reality, the romantic's eternal 
search for the absolute truth. 


SOLUTIONS 


Crossword 

CRYPTIC SOLUTION 


A0RO8S. 0 
«*■!. 14, 

% 

!S 


During his search, Nikita 
had to face the fact that desp- 
ite material evidence, real- 
ity has many aspects. Every- 
one sees it differently from 
where he stands. As a friend 
pointed out to him, "How do 
you know that what 1 call red 
is the same colour you see and 
call by the same name?" 

But despite the abstract and 
inexplicable nature of the 
film, it forms very pleasant 
viewing. It has the gripping 
interest of a thriller and the 
entertainment of a light com- 
edy. 

The lighthearted manner of 
dealing with a profound issue 
reflects Nikita's own confu- 
sion regarding the musical he 
has almost finished writing. . . 
he can't decide whether to 
end it as a comedy or as a 
tragedy. H Is also what leaves 
the audience wondering at the 
end of the film whether they 
should laugh or cry. . . For 
Nikita's insistence on finding 
out the truth about (he man 
who vanished leads him to 
enact the scene all over 
again, playing the role of the 
lost intruder... 


Nikita walks into the sea . .. 
never to come out again. 



Chess 


*■■■ P “9 5 J H now 2 R -K2, 
wlh a decisive pawn 
pP- Rx r . .1 PxR, 

J „ B c *i wins. Th e game en( j e( j 

i and White re- 

signed due to 3 QxR, R-K8 ch 
with mate to follow. 







David Warner in a scene from " Charlie' * 

HIGHLIGHTS OF PROGRAMMES to be shown on the JTV 
screen this week beginning 29 November; 

On Thursday, at 8:30, the “The Hello Goodbye Man” 

The dazzling success of Glenn in sales and with young 
Scandinavian girls is n source of irritation to Denis who is, 
as yet, an abysmal flop as a salesman and in his approaches 
to the feminist Jennifer. But all this could change if Denis 
can just pull- off the big sale with one Mr Rackerraann. 

At 9. 10. the first episode of “Charlie**, a film in four 
episodes, starring David Warner and Michael Aldridge. 

On Friday, at 8.30. Bloomers. 

At 9. 10, Episode 3 of “Wlnncton“ 

At 10. 15 ' ‘Remington Steele in "High Flying Steele" 

Laura and Remington join the circus as they investigate a 
homicide that occurred some years ago. 

On Saturday, at 8.30, “ Sorry’-’. 

At 9.00, the feature film “The Message" starring Anthony 
Quinn and Trene Papas. 

On Monday, at 9. 10, Episode 1 0 of the documentary series 
Heart at the Dragon titled Understanding. 

The long history of science in China and how the practical 
application of today's discoveries coexist with ancient be- 
liefs and practices. 

At 10. 1 5, Jemima Shore Investigates in “High Style 
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West 

0 10 8 4 
0153 


North 
A S3 

I ft at 4 

A A J 8 3 

East 

A A 7 6 4 3 
0 10 9 8 
0 J 6 6 

41 S 4 
South 
0 J 10 8 

0 k a 

0 A 8 7 3 
it K Q 10 9 


Dealer Sontb Love all 
Tbe bidding on this deal was 
are markable: 

snrih West North East - 
1HT No 2G No 

ID No 3NT No 

No No 


iiTxl 


1H 

'toWr X 


True. Five Clubs would be 
safer, but admit it. you und your 
favourite partner would have fin- 
ished in 3 NT as well. 

West, not unnaturally, began 
with the king of spades and East 
signalled eagerly with lhe 7. 
South dropped the 10. West foll- 
owed with queen. East (he 4 and 
South the jack. 

Now consider East's position 
on the third round of spades. Ii 
looks as though West began with 
K Q 9 K. and if (his is the case it 
would be Tatal to overtake. S 
East let West's 9 hold, to avoid 
blocking the suit. Another 
triumph for the weak notrump! 

Reading this story. I thought, 
there must be other, positions 
where the same sort of calamity 
might occur. Give West Q 6 5 3 
; 2. East K J 9, South A 10 7. and 
assume that West holds the only 
possible entry in 3 NT. If South 
plays the 10 and then the ace. 
West may later lead low from his 
remaining Q 6 5. 


O. Popovych (LI.S.) v M. Bur- 
gess (ScoLland). Lloyds Bank 
19X4. With level material und 
pawn weaknesses on each side, 
this position looked destined for 
an early draw. But Black ( to 
play) round a move ensuring a 
clear advantage and also set a 
nasty trap. White fell for the 
Irup. und quickly had to resign. 
How did the game end? 


TARGET 

ne 


L A T 


I C Y 


in 1 m once only. Each word must con- 

nOril Gamp tain the large letter, and there 

" U,U uaillD mu st be at least one nine-letter 

word in the list. No plurals: no 
How many words of four letters foreign words no proper names, 
ormorc can you make front the T0I)AS / 'S IARGI'.I 24 words, 
tellers shown here? In making a good; 2X words, very good; Ji 
1 *ord. each letter may be used words, excellent. 



votca. II, Tangled. 13, After due time. IS, 

oiQ.-POWH.— 2. At a distance. 3. Ortsly. 4. P»- 
lo Abandoned. 8, Legendary tale. 

In good health. 




Use the same diagram for 
tic or the Easy puzzle. 


either, the Cryp- 



AOROII 


■ Getting, through the child, 
the birth-date of the notability 
(9) 

10 Get through to. or make enter 
Into the head (0) 

15 Bird you make to apeak (4) 

19 opens with a deer In the cun. 

playing (4) 

14 See nothing In “The Monster 
and the Boldler" (71 

16 “I have the biggest head in 
the world"? 14, 8) 

17 A dispensation to the many In 
mental turmoil tfi) 

15 Take weight off and bleach 
your hair ? (7) 

19 Abstracted, read out then# 
that I have (6) 

20 In need of straightening out. 
though having talent (4) 

23 KlHed by * rook? (6, 4) 

26 Innocent, the girt has framed 
me all wrongly (9) 

26 Be gave the layabout a key 
to go In (4) 

27 Joined by an ocean: the Medi- 
terranean (6) 

29 Waiting for the start of play 
(7) 

99 The most Important is money 
(91 

34 Feeling dtszy ? That's lllumt* 
uatlog (4411 

36 The address that comes back 
Is: No 1. Salt HoUow (7) 

SB A lion's got loose because of 
her (81 

37 Covering the patient (41 

33 Free meat, Indeed I (91 

90 Passing the name back to thr 
tennis organisation (8) 


DOWN 

1 Ohaoa the alr-llft creates 7 (8) 

2. An air of conviviality (8, 41 

3 Claim support (8) 

4 Statement about the 0x0:0 
lion ? (8) 

5 The renegade got a job mak- 
ing tea ia> 

4 Perplexed I got Linda confused 
with another girl (2, 1, 71 

7 With furttvenew. taking tlie 
latest casualty to 'hospital (71 

I Put back the Inast, worried 
and in floods of tears (10) 

II Ondy Be# a woman, standing 
outside (A) 

18 someone who’U take a risk 
would be preferable (6) 

18 The old man datea back 1487 
years (8) 

21 Emery? (7. 61 .. . (Jll 

22 Fuel, you asy. for the filer <01 

23 Dwell on tbs weapons carried 
and there's a cross exchange 
(B, 81 

24 See kitchen gadgets that am 
really enlightening 13-71 

26 off. the oah Us Bent back 131 

28 Birds, small, flying about a 
road (B) 

qa The main salon's changed 
according to the time of year, 

30 Pleads for a rest break at ten. 

about (81 . 

31 Manage to get one to capture 
the swarming hive (7) 

M Totally topped and tailed 
anally ia, 3) 

94 Lifts thl* so oluraally (61 

A0ROB8 


S comforting («) 
UnCikelv winners (0) 


12 Article (41 
IS Pout smell (6) 

i! sagans "• 

tl Reasoning 10* 

18 Propose (7) 

18 Non-professional (8t 
as Yield 141 
23 Keening (9) 

S B Leading statesman (6) 
6 Language of Pakistan 

SI Iffifr % 

S3 Bh owing anger (9) 

M Respire (7) 

3B Repeat aloud (6) 

37 Deceiver (41 
18 Market more cheaply 

39 Repentance fO) 


1 Accomplishes 181 

2 Questioned (12) 

5 Prevent concentration 

4 Representatives (8) 

B Maternal (8) 

6 Erotic show no) 

7 Wing Hap (7) 

■ Clockwork mechanism 
(10) 

11 Orowd actor (8) 

16 BAN. European dad in- 


11 Crowd actor CB> 

16 BAN. European penin- 
sula (8) 

IB Insulate <31 

21 Tradesmen (12) 

22 Straight (6) 

Si Circuitous (IQ) 

24 Meddled MO) 

26 Apartment 1 3 j 
54 Ridiculously (8) 

29 Shines (8) 

S o Looked upon (B) 

1 «? a vp fl Torvill and 
Christopher Dean i7) 
33 Affect disastrously (8) 
-34 upper arm muscle (8) 
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